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Arizona Constitution 

An Introduction 
Conclusion of the labors of the Constitutional Con-

vention did not; however, automatically admit Arizona 

into the Union.  

That long sought end still depended upon ratification 

of the Constitution by the people of Arizona, and, in 

compliance with unusual requirements of the Ena-

bling Act, its approval by the Congress and the Presi-

dent, or approval by the President in the event of the 

failure of Congress to act at the ensuing session of 

that body. At an election held Feb. 9, 1911, the people 

of Arizona ratified the Constitution by a vote of 

12,187 to 3,302, and the 62nd Congress, after a pro-

tracted debate, adopted a resolution of approval. This; 

however, was on Aug. 15, 1911, vetoed by President 

William H. Taft, who gave as a primary reason his 

unalterable opposition to the provision for the recall, 

by the people, of public officers, including judicial 

officers.  A second resolution was thereupon adopted 

by Congress and approved by the president, which  

Continued Next Page >>> 

Section 1 

T he Arizona Constitution was adopted in the 

afternoon of Dec. 9, 1910. The Constitu-

tional Convention lasted 61 days with 52 

delegates representing the people of Arizona in 

attendance.   

Forty of the delegates voted approval, while 12 

voiced opposition to its provisions, chiefly those 

that established the Initiative, Referendum and Re-

call. Nevertheless, one of the members voting “no” 

appended his signature to the document. The con-

stitution then went to the vote of the people the 

next February for ratification. 

Formulation of the Constitution was authorized by 

an Enabling Act of Congress that received the Pres-

ident’s signature on June 20, 1910, after a historic 

struggle waged by the people of Arizona over more 

than a quarter of a century, for the right of local 

self-government and Arizona’s recognition as a 

member of the Union of States. 
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INTRODUCTION, CONTINUED 
fixed as the price of statehood the holding of an election at which the people of Arizona should adopt an amendment 

removing judicial officers from the provision of the recall.  The demand was complied with at an election held Dec. 12, 

1911, 14,963 votes being cast in favor of removal of the offending provision and 1,890 against. The significance of the 

vote was not that the people of Arizona opposed the recall of the judiciary but that they favored 

statehood.  At the first election following that desired consummation, the provision was restored 

to its original form by a vote of 16,272 to 3,705. 

Recent Amendments 
To view these amendments as they appeared on the ballot go online to www.azsos.gov. Click on 
the Elections “Vote” icon, then, Voter Registration and Historical Election Data. 
 

2004 Amendments 
In November 2004 voters approved Propositions 101, 103 and 105. This booklet reflects amendments to: Article 6, Sec-

tion 31; addition of Article 9, Section 23; and amendments to Article 11 § 3..  

2006 Amendments 
In 2006 voters cast ballots for 19 propositions, eight which pertained to amending the Arizona Constitution. Propositions 

100 through 105 were proposed by legislative concurrent resolutions while propositions 106 and 107 were proposed by 

initiative petition. Propositions passing include: Proposition 100 [HCR 2028, amending Article II, Section 22];  Proposition 

101 [HCR 2056, amending Article IX, Section 19, the new levy limit takes effect Jan. 1, 2007]; Proposition 102 [SCR 1001, 

amending Article II, by adding Section 35]; Proposition 103 [HCR 2036, repealing Article XXVIII and adding new Article 

XXVIII]; and Proposition 104 [HCR 2001, amending Article IX, Section 8].  

2008 Amendments 
In November 2008 voters approved Proposition 100, an Initiative Measure related to a prohibition of any new real prop-

erty sales or transfer tax in Arizona and Proposition 102 a Senate Concurrent Resolution to amend the Constitution 

relating to marriage. 

2010 Amendments 
In November 2010 voters approved: Proposition 106 [HCR 2014, amending Article XXVII, by adding Section 2] relating 

to health care services; Proposition 107 [HCR 2019, amending Article II, by adding Section 36] relating to preferential 

treatment or discrimination prohibition; and Proposition 113 [SCR 1001, amending Article II, by adding Section 37] 

relating to the right to vote a secret ballot regarding employee representation. 

2012 Amendments, Passed November 6, 2012. 
Proposition 114 [Senate Concurrent Resolution 1020] amended Article II, Section 31 and Article XVIII,  Section 6, relating 

to crime victim protection from liability for damages. Proposition 117 [Senate Concurrent Resolution 1025] amended 

Article IX, Section 18, relating to Property Tax Assessed Valuation. Proposition 118 [House Concurrent Resolution 2056] 

amended Article X, Section 7, relating to the establishment of permanent funds. Proposition 119 [Senate Concurrent Res-

olution 1001] amended Article X, by adding Section 12, relating to state trust lands.  

2014 Amendment, Passed November 4, 2014 
Proposition 122 [Senate Concurrent Resolution 1016] amends Article II, Section 3, relating to the rejection of 

unconstitutional federal actions. Proposition 122 also provides that Arizona may restrict the actions of its personnel and 

the use of its financial resources to purposes that are consistent with the United States Constitution by passing an 

initiative, referendum or bill or by pursuing any other available legal remedy. The state, counties, cities, towns and other 

political subdivisions of the state would be prohibited from using any personnel or financial resources to enforce, 

administer or cooperate with a federal action or program if the people or their representatives have exercised their 

authority to restrict such action or use. 
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PREAMBLE 
We the people of the State of Arizona, grateful to Almighty 

God for our liberties, do ordain this Constitution. 

 

ARTICLE I. STATE BOUNDARIES 

§ 1.   Designation of boundaries 
Section 1. The boundaries of the State of Arizona shall be as 

follows, namely: Beginning at a point on the Colorado River 

twenty English miles below the junction of the Gila and Col-

orado Rivers, as fixed by the Gadsden Treaty between the 

United States and Mexico, being in latitude thirty-two de-

grees, twenty-nine minutes, forty-four and forty-five one- 

hundredths seconds north and longitude one hundred four-

teen degrees, forty-eight minutes, forty-four and fifty-three 

one-hundredths seconds west of Greenwich; thence along and 

with the international boundary line between the United 

States and Mexico in a southeastern direction to Monument 

Number 127 on said boundary line in latitude thirty-one 

degrees, twenty minutes north; thence east along and with 

said parallel of latitude, continuing on said boundary line to 

an intersection with the meridian of longitude one hundred 

nine degrees, two minutes, fifty-nine and twenty-five one-

hundredths seconds west, being identical with the southwest-

ern corner of New Mexico; thence north along and with said 

meridian of longitude and the west boundary of New Mexico 

to an intersection with the parallel of latitude thirty-seven 

degrees north, being the common corner of Colorado, Utah, 

Arizona, and New Mexico; thence west along and with said 

parallel of latitude and the south boundary of Utah to an 

intersection with the meridian of longitude one hundred 

fourteen degrees, two minutes, fifty-nine and twenty-five one-

hundredths seconds west, being on the east boundary line of 

the State of Nevada; thence south along and with said meridi-

an of longitude and the east boundary of said State of Neva-

da, to the center of the Colorado River; thence down the mid

-channel of said Colorado River in a southern direction 

along and with the east boundaries of Nevada, California, and 

the Mexican Territory of Lower California, successively, to 

the place of beginning. 

§ 2.  Alteration of state boundaries 
Section 2. The legislature, in cooperation with the properly 

constituted authority of any adjoining state, is empowered to 

change, alter, and redefine the state boundaries, such change, 

alteration and redefinition to become effective only upon 

approval of the Congress of the United States. 

 

ARTICLE II. DECLARATION OF RIGHTS  
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§ 1.  Fundamental principles; recurrence to 
Section 1. A frequent recurrence to fundamental princi-
ples is essential to the security of individual rights and the 
perpetuity of free government. 

§ 2. Political power; purpose of government 
Section 2. All political power is inherent in the people, 
and governments derive their just powers from the con-
sent of the governed, and are established to protect and 
maintain individual rights.  

§ 2.1. Victims' Bill of Rights 
Section 2.1. (A.) To preserve and protect victims' rights to 
justice and due process, a victim of crime has a right:  

1. To be treated with fairness, respect, and dignity, 
and to be free from intimidation, harassment, or 
abuse, throughout the criminal justice process.  

2.  To be informed, upon request, when the accused 
or convicted person is released from custody or 
has escaped.  

3.  To be present at and, upon request, to be in-
formed of all criminal proceedings where the de-
fendant has the right to be present.  

4. To be heard at any proceeding involving a post-
arrest release decision, a negotiated plea, and sen-
tencing.  

5.  To refuse an interview, deposition, or other dis-
covery request by the defendant, the defendant's 
attorney, or other person acting on behalf of the 
defendant.  

6. To confer with the prosecution, after the crime 
against the victim has been charged, before trial 
or before any disposition of the case and to be 
informed of the disposition.  

7. To read pre-sentence reports relating to the crime 
against the victim when they are available to the 
defendant.  

8. To receive prompt restitution from the person or 
persons convicted of the criminal conduct that 
caused the victim's loss or injury.  

9. To be heard at any proceeding when any post-
conviction release from confinement is being con-
sidered.  

10. To a speedy trial or disposition and prompt and 
final conclusion of the case after the conviction 
and sentence.  

11. To have all rules governing criminal procedure 
and the admissibility of evidence in all criminal 
proceedings protect victims' rights and to have 
these rules be subject to amendment or repeal by 
the legislature to ensure the protection of these 
rights.  

12. To be informed of victims' constitutional rights.  
(B) A victim's exercise of any right granted by this section 

shall not be grounds for dismissing any criminal pro-
ceeding or setting aside any conviction or sentence.  

(C) "Victim" means a person against whom the criminal 

offense has been committed or, if the person is 
killed or incapacitated, the person's spouse, parent, 
child or other lawful representative, except if the 
person is in custody for an offense or is the accused. 

(D) The legislature, or the people by initiative or refer-
endum, have the authority to enact substantive and 
procedural laws to define, implement, preserve and 
protect the rights guaranteed to victims by this sec-
tion, including the authority to extend any of these 
rights to juvenile proceedings. 

(E) The enumeration in the constitution of certain 
rights for victims shall not be construed to deny or 
disparage others granted by the legislature or re-
tained by victims. 

§ 3.  Supreme law of the land 
Section 3. A. The Constitution of the United States is 
the supreme law of the land to which all government, 
state and federal, is subject. 
B.  To protect the people's freedom and to preserve the 

checks and balances of the united states constitu-
tion, this state may exercise its sovereign authority 
to restrict the actions of its personnel and the use of 
its financial resources to purposes that are con-
sistent with the constitution by doing any of the 
following: 
1.  Passing an initiative or referendum pursuant to 

Article IV, Part 1, Section 1. 
2.  Passing a bill pursuant to Article IV, Part 2 and 

Article V, Section 7. 
3. Pursuing any other available legal remedy. 

C.  If the people or their representatives exercise their 
authority pursuant to this section, this state and all 
political subdivisions of this state are prohibited 
from using any personnel or financial resources to 
enforce, administer or cooperate with the designat-
ed federal action or program. 

§ 4.  Due process of law 
Section 4. No person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or 
property without due process of law. 

§ 5.  Right of petition and of assembly 
Section 5. The right of petition, and of the people 
peaceably to assemble for the common good, shall never 
be abridged.  

§ 6.  Freedom of speech and press 
Section 6. Every person may freely speak, write, and 
publish on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse 
of that right.  

§ 7.  Oaths and affirmations 
Section 7. The mode of administering an oath, or affir-
mation, shall be such as shall be most consistent with 
and binding upon the conscience of the person to 
whom such oath, or affirmation, may be administered. 

§ 8.  Right to privacy 
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Section 8. No person shall be disturbed in his private af-
fairs, or his home invaded, without authority of law.  

§ 9.  Irrevocable grants of privileges, franchises or 
immunities 

Section 9. No law granting irrevocably any privilege, fran-
chise, or immunity shall be enacted.  

§ 10.  Self-incrimination; double jeopardy 
Section 10. No person shall be compelled in any criminal 

case to give evidence against himself, or be twice put in 

jeopardy for the same offense. 

§ 11.  Administration of justice 
Section 11. Justice in all cases shall be administered open-
ly, and without unnecessary delay.  

§ 12.  Liberty of conscience; appropriations for reli-
gious purposes prohibited; religious freedom 

Section 12. The liberty of conscience secured by the pro-
visions of this constitution shall not be so construed as to 
excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify practices incon-
sistent with the peace and safety of the state. No public 
money or property shall be appropriated for or applied to 
any religious worship, exercise, or instruction, or to the 
support of any religious establishment. No religious quali-
fication shall be required for any public office or employ-
ment, nor shall any person be incompetent as a witness or 
juror in consequence of his opinion on matters of religion, 
nor be questioned touching his religious belief in any 
court of justice to affect the weight of his testimony. 

§ 13.   Equal privileges and immunities 
Section 13. No law shall be enacted granting to any citi-
zen, class of citizens, or corporation other than municipal, 
privileges or immunities which, upon the same terms, 
shall not equally belong to all citizens or corporations.  

§ 14.   Habeas corpus 
Section 14. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus 
shall not be suspended by the authorities of the state.  

§ 15.  Excessive bail; cruel and unusual punishment 
Section 15. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor exces-
sive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishment 
inflicted. 

§ 16.  Corruption of blood; forfeiture of estate  
Section 16. No conviction shall work corruption of blood, 
or forfeiture of estate. 

§ 17.  Eminent domain; just compensation for private 
property taken; public use as judicial question 

Section 17. Private property shall not be taken for private 
use, except for private ways of necessity, and for drains, 
flumes, or ditches, on or across the lands of others for 
mining, agricultural, domestic, or sanitary purposes. No 
private property shall be taken or damaged for public or 
private use without just compensation having first been 
made, paid into court for the owner, secured by bond as 

may be fixed by the court, or paid into the state treas-
ury for the owner on such terms and conditions as the 
legislature may provide, and no right of way shall be 
appropriated to the use of any corporation other than 
municipal, until full compensation therefore be first 
made in money, or ascertained and paid into court for 
the owner, irrespective of any benefit from any im-
provement proposed by such corporation, which com-
pensation shall be ascertained by a jury, unless a jury be 
waived as in other civil cases in courts of record, in the 
manner prescribed by law. Whenever an attempt is 
made to take private property for a use alleged to be 
public, the question whether the contemplated use be 
really public shall be a judicial question, and deter-
mined as such without regard to any legislative asser-
tion that the use is public. 

§ 18.  Imprisonment for debt  
Section 18. There shall be no imprisonment for debt, 
except in cases of fraud. 

§ 19.  Bribery or illegal rebating; witnesses; self-
incrimination no defense 

Section 19. Any person having knowledge or possession 
of facts that tend to establish the guilt of any other per-
son or corporation charged with bribery or illegal rebat-
ing, shall not be excused from giving testimony or pro-
ducing evidence, when legally called upon to do so, on 
the ground that it may tend to incriminate him under 
the laws of the state; but no person shall be prosecuted 
or subject to any penalty or forfeiture for, or on account 
of, any transaction, matter, or thing concerning which 
he may so testify or produce evidence. 

§ 20.  Military power subordinate to civil power 
Section 20. The military shall be in strict subordination 
to the civil power. 

§ 21.  Free and equal elections 
Section 21. All elections shall be free and equal, and no 
power, civil or military, shall at any time interfere to 
prevent the free exercise of the right of suffrage. 

§ 22.  Bailable offenses 
Section 22. A. All persons charged with crime shall be 
bailable by sufficient sureties, except:  
1. For capital offenses, sexual assault, sexual conduct 

with a minor under fifteen years of age or molesta-
tion of a child under fifteen years of age when the 
proof is evident or the presumption great.  

2. For felony offenses committed when the person 
charged is already admitted to bail on a separate 
felony charge and where the proof is evident or the 
presumption great as to the present charge.  

3. For felony offenses if the person charged poses a 
substantial danger to any other person or the com-
munity, if no conditions of release which may be 
imposed will reasonably assure the safety of the 
other person or the community and if the proof is 
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evident or the presumption great as to the present 
charge.  

4. For serious felony offenses as prescribed by the legisla-
ture if the person charged has entered or remained in 
the United States illegally and if the proof is evident 
or the presumption great as to the present charge.  

B.  The purposes of bail and any conditions of release 
that are set by a judicial officer include:  
1. Assuring the appearance of the accused.  
2. Protecting against the intimidation of witnesses.  
3. Protecting the safety of the victim, any other per-

son or the community. 

§ 23.  Trial by jury; number of jurors specified by law 
Section 23. The right of trial by jury shall remain invio-
late. Juries in criminal cases in which a sentence of death 
or imprisonment for thirty years or more is authorized by 
law shall consist of twelve persons. In all criminal cases 
the unanimous consent of the jurors shall be necessary to 
render a verdict. In all other cases, the number of jurors, 
not less than six, and the number required to render a 
verdict, shall be specified by law. 

§ 24.  Rights of accused in criminal prosecutions 
Section 24. In criminal prosecutions, the accused shall 
have the right to appear and defend in person, and by 
counsel, to demand the nature and cause of the accusation 
against him, to have a copy thereof, to testify in his own 
behalf, to meet the witnesses against him face to face, to 
have compulsory process to compel the attendance of wit-
nesses in his own behalf, to have a speedy public trial by 
an impartial jury of the county in which the offense is 
alleged to have been committed, and the right to appeal in 
all cases; and in no instance shall any accused person be-
fore final judgment be compelled to advance money or 
fees to secure the rights herein guaranteed. 

§ 25.  Bills of attainder; ex post facto laws; impairment 
of contract obligations 

Section 25. No bill of attainder, ex-post-facto law, or law 
impairing the obligation of a contract, shall ever be enact-
ed. 

§ 26.  Bearing arms 
Section 26. The right of the individual citizen to bear 
arms in defense of himself or the state shall not be im-
paired, but nothing in this section shall be construed as 
authorizing individuals or corporations to organize, main-
tain, or employ an armed body of men. 

§ 27.  Standing army; quartering soldiers 
Section 27. No standing army shall be kept up by this 
state in time of peace, and no soldier shall in time of 
peace be quartered in any house without the consent of its 
owner, nor in time of war except in the manner pre-
scribed by law. 

§ 28.  Treason 
Section 28. Treason against the state shall consist only in 
levying war against the state, or adhering to its enemies, or 

in giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be con-
victed of treason unless on the testimony of two wit-
nesses to the same overt act, or confession in open 
court.  

§ 29. Hereditary emoluments, privileges or powers; 
perpetuities or entailments 

Section 29. No hereditary emoluments, privileges, or 

powers shall be granted or conferred, and no law shall 

be enacted permitting any perpetuity or entailment in 

this state.  

§ 30.  Indictment or information; preliminary exam-
ination 

Section 30. No person shall be prosecuted criminally in 
any court of record for felony or misdemeanor, other-
wise than by information or indictment; no person shall 
be prosecuted for felony by information without having 
had a preliminary examination before a magistrate or 
having waived such preliminary examination. 

§ 31.  Damages for death or personal injuries 
Section 31. No law shall be enacted in this state limit-
ing the amount of damages to be recovered for causing 
the death or injury of any person, except that a crime 
victim is not subject to a claim for damages by a person 
who is harmed while the person is attempting to engage 
in, engaging in or fleeing after having engaged in or 
attempted to engage in conduct that is classified as a 
felony offense. 

§ 32.  Constitutional provisions mandatory 
Section 32. The provisions of this Constitution are 
mandatory, unless by express words they are declared 
to be otherwise. 

§ 33.  Reservation of rights 
Section 33. The enumeration in this Constitution of 
certain rights shall not be construed to deny others re-
tained by the people.  

§ 34.  Industrial pursuits by state and municipal 
corporations 

Section 34. The state of Arizona and each municipal 
corporation within the state of Arizona shall have the 
right to engage in industrial pursuits. 

§ 35. Actions by illegal aliens prohibited 
Section 35. A person who is present in this state in vio-
lation of federal immigration law related to improper 
entry by an alien shall not be awarded punitive damag-
es in any action in any court in this state. 

§ 36.  Preferential treatment or discrimination pro-
hibited; exceptions; definition 

Section 36. A. This state shall not grant preferential 
treatment to or discriminate against any individual or 
group on the basis of race, sex, color, ethnicity or na-
tional origin in the operation of public employment, 
public education or public contracting. 
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B. This section does not: 
1. Prohibit bona fide qualifications based on sex that 

are reasonably necessary to the normal operation 
of public employment, public education or public 
contracting. 

2. Prohibit action that must be taken to establish or 
maintain eligibility for any federal program, if 
ineligibility would result in a loss of federal mon-
ies to this state. 

3. Invalidate any court order or consent decree that 
is in force as of the effective date of this section. 

C. The remedies available for a violation of this section 
are the same, regardless of the injured party’s race, sex, 
color, ethnicity or national origin, as are otherwise 
available for a violation of the existing antidiscrimina-
tion laws of this state. 

D. This section applies only to actions that are taken af-
ter the effective date of this section. 

E. This section is self-executing. 
F. For the purposes of this section, “state” includes this 

state, a city, town or county, a public university, in-
cluding the University of Arizona, Arizona State Uni-
versity and Northern Arizona University, a community 
college district, a school district, a special district or 
any other political subdivision in this state. 

§ 37.  Right to secret ballot; employee representation 
Section 37. The right to vote by secret ballot for employ-

ee representation is fundamental and shall be guaranteed 

where local, state or federal law permits or requires elec-

tions, designations or authorizations for employee repre-

sentation. 

 

ARTICLE III. DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS 

Distribution of Powers 
The powers of the government of the state of Arizona 
shall be divided into three separate departments, the legis-
lative, the executive, and the judicial; and, except as pro-
vided in this constitution, such departments shall be sepa-
rate and distinct, and no one of such departments shall 
exercise the powers properly belonging to either of the 
others.  

 

ARTICLE IV. LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT  
PART 1. INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM  

§ 1.  Legislative authority; initiative and referendum 
Section 1. (1) Senate; house of representatives; reservation 
of power to people. The legislative authority of the state 
shall be vested in the legislature, consisting of a senate and 
a house of representatives, but the people reserve the pow-
er to propose laws and amendments to the constitution 
and to enact or reject such laws and amendments at the 
polls, independently of the legislature; and they also re-
serve, for use at their own option, the power to approve or 

reject at the polls any act, or item, section, or part of 
any act, of the legislature.  
(2)  Initiative power. The first of these reserved powers 

is the initiative. Under this power ten per centum of 
the qualified electors shall have the right to propose 
any measure, and fifteen per centum shall have the 
right to propose any amendment to the constitu-
tion.  

(3)  Referendum power; emergency measures; effective 
date of acts. The second of these reserved powers is 
the referendum. Under this power the legislature, or 
five per centum of the qualified electors, may order 
the submission to the people at the polls of any 
measure, or item, section, or part of any measure, 
enacted by the legislature, except laws immediately 
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, 
health, or safety, or for the support and mainte-
nance of the departments of the state government 
and state institutions; but to allow opportunity for 
referendum petitions, no act passed by the legisla-
ture shall be operative for ninety days after the 
close of the session of the legislature enacting such 
measure, except such as require earlier operation to 
preserve the public peace, health, or safety, or to 
provide appropriations for the support and mainte-
nance of the departments of the state and of state 
institutions; provided, that no such emergency 
measure shall be considered passed by the legisla-
ture unless it shall state in a separate section why it 
is necessary that it shall become immediately opera-
tive, and shall be approved by the affirmative votes 
of two-thirds of the members elected to each house 
of the legislature, taken by roll call of ayes and nays, 
and also approved by the governor; and should such 
measure be vetoed by the governor, it shall not be-
come a law unless it shall be approved by the votes 
of three-fourths of the members elected to each 
house of the legislature, taken by roll call of ayes 
and nays.  

(4) Initiative and referendum petitions; filing. All peti-
tions submitted under the power of the initiative 
shall be known as initiative petitions, and shall be 
filed with the secretary of state not less than four 
months preceding the date of the election at which 
the measures so proposed are to be voted upon. All 
petitions submitted under the power of the referen-
dum shall be known as referendum petitions, and 
shall be filed with the secretary of state not more 
than ninety days after the final adjournment of the 
session of the legislature which shall have passed 
the measure to which the referendum is applied. 
The filing of a referendum petition against any item, 
section, or part of any measure shall not prevent the 
remainder of such measure from becoming opera-
tive.  

(5) Effective date of initiative and referendum measures. 
Any measure or amendment to the constitution 
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proposed under the initiative, and any measure to 
which the referendum is applied, shall be referred to a 
vote of the qualified electors, and shall become law 
when approved by a majority of the votes cast thereon 
and upon proclamation of the governor, and not oth-
erwise.  

(6)(A) Veto of initiative or referendum. The veto power of 
the governor shall not extend to an initiative measure 
approved by a majority of the votes cast thereon or to 
a referendum measure decided by a majority of the 
votes cast thereon.  

(6)(B) Legislature's power to repeal initiative or referen-
dum. The legislature shall not have the power to re-
peal an initiative measure approved by a majority of 
the votes cast thereon or to repeal a referendum 
measure decided by a majority of the votes cast there-
on.  

(6)(C) Legislature's power to amend initiative or referen-
dum. The legislature shall not have the power to 
amend an initiative measure approved by a majority 
of the votes cast thereon, or to amend a referendum 
measure decided by a majority of the votes cast there-
on, unless the amending legislation furthers the pur-
poses of such measure and at least three-fourths of the 
members of each house of the legislature, by a roll call 
of ayes and nays, vote to amend such measure.  

(6)(D) Legislature's power to appropriate or divert funds 
created by initiative or referendum. The legislature 
shall not have the power to appropriate or divert 
funds created or allocated to a specific purpose by an 
initiative measure approved by a majority of the votes 
cast thereon, or by a referendum measure decided by 
a majority of the votes cast thereon, unless the appro-
priation or diversion of funds furthers the purposes of 
such measure and at least three-fourths of the mem-
bers of each house of the legislature, by a roll call of 
ayes and nays, vote to appropriate or divert such 
funds.  

(7) Number of qualified electors. The whole number of 
votes cast for all candidates for governor at the gen-
eral election last preceding the filing of any initiative 
or referendum petition on a state or county measure 
shall be the basis on which the number of qualified 
electors required to sign such petition shall be com-
puted.  

(8) Local, city, town or county matters. The powers of the 
initiative and the referendum are hereby further re-
served to the qualified electors of every incorporated 
city, town, and county as to all local, city, town, or 
county matters on which such incorporated cities, 
towns, and counties are or shall be empowered by 
general laws to legislate. Such incorporated cities, 
towns, and counties may prescribe the manner of ex-
ercising said powers within the restrictions of general 
laws. Under the power of the initiative fifteen per cen-
tum of the qualified electors may propose measures 
on such local, city, town, or county matters, and ten 

per centum of the electors may propose the referen-
dum on legislation enacted within and by such city, 
town, or county. Until provided by general law, said 
cities and towns may prescribe the basis on which 
said percentages shall be computed.  

(9) Form and contents of initiative and of referendum 
petitions; verification. Every initiative or referendum 
petition shall be addressed to the secretary of state 
in the case of petitions for or on state measures, and 
to the clerk of the board of supervisors, city clerk, 
or corresponding officer in the case of petitions for 
or on county, city, or town measures; and shall con-
tain the declaration of each petitioner, for himself, 
that he is a qualified elector of the state (and in the 
case of petitions for or on city, town, or county 
measures, of the city, town, or county affected), his 
post office address, the street and number, if any, of 
his residence, and the date on which he signed such 
petition. Each sheet containing petitioners' signa-
tures shall be attached to a full and correct copy of 
the title and text of the measure so proposed to be 
initiated or referred to the people, and every sheet 
of every such petition containing signatures shall be 
verified by the affidavit of the person who circulat-
ed said sheet or petition, setting forth that each of 
the names on said sheet was signed in the presence 
of the affiant and that in the belief of the affiant 
each signer was a qualified elector of the state, or in 
the case of a city, town, or county measure, of the 
city, town, or county affected by the measure so 
proposed to be initiated or referred to the people.  

(10) Official ballot. When any initiative or referendum 
petition or any measure referred to the people by 
the legislature shall be filed, in accordance with this 
section, with the secretary of state, he shall cause to 
be printed on the official ballot at the next regular 
general election the title and number of said meas-
ure, together with the words "yes" and "no" in such 
manner that the electors may express at the polls 
their approval or disapproval of the measure.  

(11) Publication of measures. The text of all measures to 
be submitted shall be published as proposed 
amendments to the constitution are published, and 
in submitting such measures and proposed amend-
ments the secretary of state and all other officers 
shall be guided by the general law until legislation 
shall be especially provided therefor. 

(12) Conflicting measures or constitutional amendments. 
If two or more conflicting measures or amendments 
to the constitution shall be approved by the people 
at the same election, the measure or amendment 
receiving the greatest number of affirmative votes 
shall prevail in all particulars as to which there is 
conflict.  

(13) Canvass of votes; proclamation. It shall be the duty 
of the secretary of state, in the presence of the gov-
ernor and the chief justice of the supreme court, to 
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canvass the votes for and against each such measure 
or proposed amendment to the constitution within 
thirty days after the election, and upon the comple-
tion of the canvass the governor shall forthwith issue a 
proclamation, giving the whole number of votes cast 
for and against each measure or proposed amendment, 
and declaring such measures or amendments as are 
approved by a majority of those voting thereon to be 
law.  

(14)  Reservation of legislative power. This section shall 
not be construed to deprive the legislature of the right 
to enact any measure except that the legislature shall 
not have the power to adopt any measure that super-
sedes, in whole or in part, any initiative measure ap-
proved by a majority of the votes cast thereon or any 
referendum measure decided by a majority of the 
votes cast thereon unless the superseding measure 
furthers the purposes of the initiative or referendum 
measure and at least three-fourths of the members of 
each house of the legislature, by a roll call of ayes and 
nays, vote to supersede such initiative or referendum 
measure.  

(15) Legislature's right to refer measure to the people. 
Nothing in this section shall be construed to deprive 
or limit the legislature of the right to order the sub-
mission to the people at the polls of any measure, 
item, section, or part of any measure.  

(16) Self-executing. This section of the constitution shall be, 
in all respects, self-executing.  

§ 2.  Penalty for violation of initiative and referen-
dum provisions 

Section 2. The legislature shall provide a penalty for any 
wilful violation of any of the provisions of the preceding 
section. 

PART 2. THE LEGISLATURE  
§ 1.  Senate; house of representatives; members; spe-

cial session upon petition of members; congres-
sional and legislative boundaries; citizen com-
missions 

Section 1. (1) The senate shall be composed of one mem-
ber elected from each of the thirty legislative districts es-
tablished pursuant to this section. The house of represent-
atives shall be composed of two members elected from 
each of the thirty legislative districts established pursuant 
to this section.  
(2) Upon the presentation to the governor of a petition 

bearing the signatures of not less than two-thirds of 
the members of each house, requesting a special ses-
sion of the legislature and designating the date of con-
vening, the governor shall promptly call a special ses-
sion to assemble on the date specified. At a special 
session so called the subjects which may be consid-
ered by the legislature shall not be limited.  

(3) By February 28 of each year that ends in one, an inde-
pendent redistricting commission shall be established 
to provide for the redistricting of congressional and 

state legislative districts. The independent redistrict-
ing commission shall consist of five members. No 
more than two members of the independent redis-
tricting commission shall be members of the same 
political party. Of the first four members appointed, 
no more than two shall reside in the same county. 
Each member shall be a registered Arizona voter 
who has been continuously registered with the same 
political party or registered as unaffiliated with a 
political party for three or more years immediately 
preceding appointment, who is committed to apply-
ing the provisions of this section in an honest, inde-
pendent and impartial fashion and to upholding 
public confidence in the integrity of the redistrict-
ing process. Within the three years previous to ap-
pointment, members shall not have been appointed 
to, elected to, or a candidate for any other public 
office, including precinct committeeman or commit-
teewoman but not including school board member 
or officer, and shall not have served as an officer of 
a political party, or served as a registered paid lob-
byist or as an officer of a candidate's campaign com-
mittee.  

(4) The commission on appellate court appointments 
shall nominate candidates for appointment to the 
independent redistricting commission, except that, if 
a politically balanced commission exists whose 
members are nominated by the commission on ap-
pellate court appointments and whose regular du-
ties relate to the elective process, the commission 
on appellate court appointments may delegate to 
such existing commission (hereinafter called the 
commission on appellate court appointments' de-
signee) the duty of nominating members for the 
independent redistricting commission, and all other 
duties assigned to the commission on appellate 
court appointments in this section.  

(5) By January 8 of years ending in one, the commission 
on appellate court appointments or its designee 
shall establish a pool of persons who are willing to 
serve on and are qualified for appointment to the 
independent redistricting commission. The pool of 
candidates shall consist of twenty-five nominees, 
with ten nominees from each of the two largest po-
litical parties in Arizona based on party registration, 
and five who are not registered with either of the 
two largest political parties in Arizona.  

(6) Appointments to the independent redistricting com-
mission shall be made in the order set forth below. 
No later than January 31 of years ending in one, the 
highest ranking officer elected by the Arizona house 
of representatives shall make one appointment to 
the independent redistricting commission from the 
pool of nominees, followed by one appointment 
from the pool made in turn by each of the follow-
ing: the minority party leader of the Arizona house 
of representatives, the highest ranking officer elect-
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ed by the Arizona senate, and the minority party lead-
er of the Arizona senate. Each such official shall have 
a seven-day period in which to make an appointment. 
Any official who fails to make an appointment within 
the specified time period will forfeit the appointment 
privilege. In the event that there are two or more mi-
nority parties within the house or the senate, the lead-
er of the largest minority party by statewide party 
registration shall make the appointment.  

(7) Any vacancy in the above four independent redistrict-
ing commission positions remaining as of March 1 of 
a year ending in one shall be filled from the pool of 
nominees by the commission on appellate court ap-
pointments or its designee. The appointing body shall 
strive for political balance and fairness.  

(8) At a meeting called by the secretary of state, the four 
independent redistricting commission members shall 
select by majority vote from the nomination pool a 
fifth member who shall not be registered with any 
party already represented on the independent redis-
tricting commission and who shall serve as chair. If 
the four commissioners fail to appoint a fifth member 
within fifteen days, the commission on appellate court 
appointments or its designee, striving for political bal-
ance and fairness, shall appoint a fifth member from 
the nomination pool, who shall serve as chair.  

(9) The five commissioners shall then select by majority 
vote one of their members to serve as vice-chair.  

(10) After having been served written notice and provided 
with an opportunity for a response, a member of the 
independent redistricting commission may be re-
moved by the governor, with the concurrence of two-
thirds of the senate, for substantial neglect of duty, 
gross misconduct in office, or inability to discharge 
the duties of office.  

(11) If a commissioner or chair does not complete the term 
of office for any reason, the commission on appellate 
court appointments or its designee shall nominate a 
pool of three candidates within the first thirty days 
after the vacancy occurs. The nominees shall be of the 
same political party or status as was the member who 
vacated the office at the time of his or her appoint-
ment, and the appointment other than the chair shall 
be made by the current holder of the office designated 
to make the original appointment. The appointment 
of a new chair shall be made by the remaining com-
missioners. If the appointment of a replacement com-
missioner or chair is not made within fourteen days 
following the presentation of the nominees, the com-
mission on appellate court appointments or its design-
ee shall make the appointment, striving for political 
balance and fairness. The newly appointed commis-
sioner shall serve out the remainder of the original 
term.  

(12) Three commissioners, including the chair or vice-
chair, constitute a quorum. Three or more affirmative 
votes are required for any official action. Where a 

quorum is present, the independent redistricting 
commission shall conduct business in meetings 
open to the public, with 48 or more hours public 
notice provided.  

(13) A commissioner, during the commissioner's term of 
office and for three years thereafter, shall be ineligi-
ble for Arizona public office or for registration as a 
paid lobbyist.  

(14) The independent redistricting commission shall 
establish congressional and legislative districts. The 
commencement of the mapping process for both 
the congressional and legislative districts shall be 
the creation of districts of equal population in a 
grid-like pattern across the state. Adjustments to the 
grid shall then be made as necessary to accommo-
date the goals as set forth below:  
A. Districts shall comply with the United States 

Constitution and the United States voting rights 
act;  

B. Congressional districts shall have equal popula-
tion to the extent practicable, and state legisla-
tive districts shall have equal population to the 
extent practicable;  

C. Districts shall be geographically compact and 
contiguous to the extent practicable;  

D. District boundaries shall respect communities 
of interest to the extent practicable;  

E. To the extent practicable, district lines shall use 
visible geographic features, city, town and coun-
ty boundaries, and undivided census tracts;  

F. To the extent practicable, competitive districts 
should be favored where to do so would create 
no significant detriment to the other goals.  

(15) Party registration and voting history data shall be 
excluded from the initial phase of the mapping pro-
cess but may be used to test maps for compliance 
with the above goals. The places of residence of in-
cumbents or candidates shall not be identified or 
considered.  

(16) The independent redistricting commission shall 
advertise a draft map of congressional districts and 
a draft map of legislative districts to the public for 
comment, which comment shall be taken for at least 
thirty days. Either or both bodies of the legislature 
may act within this period to make recommenda-
tions to the independent redistricting commission 
by memorial or by minority report, which recom-
mendations shall be considered by the independent 
redistricting commission. The independent redis-
tricting commission shall then establish final dis-
trict boundaries.  

(17) The provisions regarding this section are self-
executing. The independent redistricting commis-
sion shall certify to the secretary of state the estab-
lishment of congressional and legislative districts.  

(18) Upon approval of this amendment, the department 
of administration or its successor shall make ade-
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quate office space available for the independent redis-
tricting commission. The treasurer of the state shall 
make $6,000,000 available for the work of the inde-
pendent redistricting commission pursuant to the year 
2000 census. Unused monies shall be returned to the 
state's general fund. In years ending in eight or nine 
after the year 2001, the department of administration 
or its successor shall submit to the legislature a rec-
ommendation for an appropriation for adequate redis-
tricting expenses and shall make available adequate 
office space for the operation of the independent re-
districting commission. The legislature shall make the 
necessary appropriations by a majority vote.  

(19) The independent redistricting commission, with fiscal 
oversight from the department of administration or its 
successor, shall have procurement and contracting 
authority and may hire staff and consultants for the 
purposes of this section, including legal representa-
tion.  

(20) The independent redistricting commission shall have 
standing in legal actions regarding the redistricting 
plan and the adequacy of resources provided for the 
operation of the independent redistricting commis-
sion. The independent redistricting commission shall 
have sole authority to determine whether the Arizona 
attorney general or counsel hired or selected by the 
independent redistricting commission shall represent 
the people of Arizona in the legal defense of a redis-
tricting plan.  

(21) Members of the independent redistricting commission 
are eligible for reimbursement of expenses pursuant 
to law, and a member's residence is deemed to be the 
member's post of duty for purposes of reimbursement 
of expenses.  

(22) Employees of the department of administration or its 
successor shall not influence or attempt to influence 
the district-mapping decisions of the independent re-
districting commission.  

(23) Each commissioner's duties established by this section 
expire upon the appointment of the first member of 
the next redistricting commission. The independent 
redistricting commission shall not meet or incur ex-
penses after the redistricting plan is completed, except 
if litigation or any government approval of the plan is 
pending, or to revise districts if required by court de-
cisions or if the number of congressional or legislative 
districts is changed.  

§ 2.  Qualifications of members of legislature 
Section 2. No person shall be a member of the Legislature 
unless he shall be a citizen of the United States at the time 
of his election, nor unless he shall be at least twenty-five 
years of age, and shall have been a resident of Arizona at 
least three years and of the county from which he is elect-
ed at least one year before his election. 

§ 3.  Sessions of legislature; special sessions; limita-
tion of subjects for consideration 

Section 3. The sessions of the legislature shall be held 
annually at the capitol of the state, and shall commence 
on the second Monday of January of each year. The 
governor may call a special session, whenever in his 
judgment it is advisable. In calling a special session, the 
governor shall specify the subjects to be considered, and 
at such special session no laws shall be enacted except 
such as relate to the subjects mentioned in the call.  

§ 4.  Disqualification for membership in Legisla-
ture 

Section 4. No person holding any public office of profit 
or trust under the authority of the United States, or of 
this state, shall be a member of the legislature; Provided, 
that appointments in the state militia and the offices of 
notary public, justice of the peace, United States com-
missioner, and postmaster of the fourth class, shall not 
work disqualification for membership within the mean-
ing of this section. 

§ 5.  Ineligibility of members of legislature to oth-
er public offices 

Section 5. No member of the legislature, during the 
term for which he shall have been elected or appointed 
shall be eligible to hold any other office or be otherwise 
employed by the state of Arizona or, any county or in-
corporated city or town thereof. This prohibition shall 
not extend to the office of school trustee, nor to em-
ployment as a teacher or instructor in the public school 
system. 
§ 6.  Privilege from arrest; civil process 
Section 6. Members of the legislature shall be privi-
leged from arrest in all cases except treason, felony, and 
breach of the peace, and they shall not be subject to any 
civil process during the session of the legislature, nor 
for fifteen days next before the commencement of each 
session.  

§ 7.  Freedom of debate 
Section 7. No member of the legislature shall be liable 
in any civil or criminal prosecution for words spoken in 
debate.  

§ 8.  Organization; officers; rules of procedure 
Section 8. Each house, when assembled, shall choose its 
own officers, judge of the election and qualification of 
its own members, and determine its own rules of proce-
dure. 

§ 9.  Quorum; compelling attendance; adjournment 
Section 9. The majority of the members of each house 
shall constitute a quorum to do business, but a smaller 
number may meet, adjourn from day to day, and com-
pel the attendance of absent members, in such manner 
and under such penalties as each house may prescribe. 
Neither house shall adjourn for more than three days, 
nor to any place other than that in which it may be 
sitting, without the consent of the other. 

§ 10.  Journal of proceedings; roll call 
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Section 10. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceed-
ings, and at the request of two members the ayes and nays 
on roll call on any question shall be entered. 

§ 11.  Disorderly behavior; expulsion of members 
Section 11. Each house may punish its members for disor-
derly behavior, and may, with the concurrence of two-
thirds of its members, expel any member. 

§ 12.  Procedure on bills; approval or disapproval by 
governor 

Section 12. Every bill shall be read by sections on three 
different days, unless in case of emergency, two-thirds of 
either house deem it expedient to dispense with this rule. 
The vote on the final passage of any bill or joint resolu-
tion shall be taken by ayes and nays on roll call. Every 
measure when finally passed shall be presented to the 
governor for his approval or disapproval.  

§ 13.  Subject and title of bills 
Section 13. Every act shall embrace but one subject and 
matters properly connected therewith, which subject shall 
be expressed in the title; but if any subject shall be em-
braced in an act which shall not be expressed in the title, 
such act shall be void only as to so much thereof as shall 
not be embraced in the title. 

§ 14.  Legislation by reference prohibited 
Section 14. No Act or section thereof shall be revised or 
amended by mere reference to the title of such act, but 
the act or section as amended shall be set forth and pub-
lished at full length.  

§ 15.  Passage of bills by majority; signing of bills 
Section 15. A majority of all members elected to each 
house shall be necessary to pass any bill, and all bills so 
passed shall be signed by the presiding officer of each 
house in open session.  

§ 16.  Right to protest 
Section 16. Any member of the legislature shall have the 
right to protest and have the reasons of his protest entered 
on the journal. 

§ 17.  Extra compensation prohibited; increase or de-
crease of compensation during term of office 

Section 17. The legislature shall never grant any extra 
compensation to any public officer, agent, servant or con-
tractor, after the services shall have been rendered or the 
contract entered into, nor shall the compensation of any 
public officer, other than a justice of the peace, be in-
creased or diminished during his term of office; provided, 
however, that when any legislative increase or decrease in 
compensation of the members of any court or the clerk 
thereof, or of any board or commission composed of two 
or more officers or persons whose respective terms of of-
fice are not coterminous, has heretofore or shall hereafter 
become effective as to any member or clerk of such court, 
or any member of such board or commission, it shall be 
effective from such date as to each thereof.  

§ 18. Suits against state 
Section 18. The legislature shall direct by law in what 
manner and in what courts suits may be brought 
against the state. 

§ 19. Local or special laws 
Section 19. No local or special laws shall be enacted in 
any of the following cases, that is to say:  

1. Granting divorces.  
2. Locating or changing county seats.  
3. Changing rules of evidence.  
4. Changing the law of descent or succession.  
5. Regulating the practice of courts of justice.  
6. Limitation of civil actions or giving effect to 

informal or invalid deeds.  
7. Punishment of crimes and misdemeanors.  
8. Laying out, opening, altering, or vacating roads, 

plats, streets, alleys, and public squares.  
9.  Assessment and collection of taxes.  
10.  Regulating the rate of interest on money.  
11.  The conduct of elections.  
12.  Affecting the estates of deceased persons or of 

minors.  
13. Granting to any corporation, association, or in-

dividual, any special or exclusive privileges, im-
munities, or franchises.  

14.  Remitting fines, penalties, and forfeitures.  
15.  Changing names of persons or places.  
16.  Regulating the jurisdiction and duties of justic-

es of the peace.  
17.  Incorporation of cities, towns, or villages, or 

amending their charters.  
18.  Relinquishing any indebtedness, liability, or 

obligation to this State.  
19.  Summoning and empanelling of juries.  
20.  When a general law can be made applicable.  

§ 20. Appropriation bills 
Section 20. The general appropriation bill shall em-
brace nothing but appropriations for the different de-
partments of the state, for state institutions, for public 
schools, and for interest on the public debt. All other 
appropriations shall be made by separate bills, each em-
bracing but one subject. 

§ 21.  Term limits of members of state legislature 
Section 21. The members of the first legislature shall 
hold office until the first Monday in January, 1913. The 
terms of office of the members of succeeding legisla-
tures shall be two years. No state senator shall serve 
more than four consecutive terms in that office, nor 
shall any state representative serve more than four con-
secutive terms in that office. This limitation on the 
number of terms of consecutive service shall apply to 
terms of office beginning on or after January 1, 1993. 
No legislator, after serving the maximum number of 
terms, which shall include any part of a term served, 
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may serve in the same office until he has been out of of-
fice for no less than one full term. 

§ 22.  Juvenile justice; certain chronic and violent ju-
venile offenders prosecuted as adults; communi-
ty alternatives for certain juvenile offenders; 
public proceedings and records 

Section 22. In order to preserve and protect the right of 
the people to justice and public safety, and to ensure fair-
ness and accountability when juveniles engage in unlawful 
conduct, the legislature, or the people by initiative or ref-
erendum, shall have the authority to enact substantive and 
procedural laws regarding all proceedings and matters 
affecting such juveniles. The following rights, duties, and 
powers shall govern such proceedings and matters:  

1.  Juveniles 15 years of age or older accused of mur-
der, forcible sexual assault, armed robbery or oth-
er violent felony offenses as defined by statute 
shall be prosecuted as adults. Juveniles 15 years of 
age or older who are chronic felony offenders as 
defined by statute shall be prosecuted as adults. 
Upon conviction all such juveniles shall be subject 
to the same laws as adults, except as specifically 
provided by statute and by article 22, section 16 
of this constitution. All other juveniles accused of 
unlawful conduct shall be prosecuted as provided 
by law. Every juvenile convicted of or found re-
sponsible for unlawful conduct shall make 
prompt restitution to any victims of such conduct 
for their injury or loss.  

2.  County attorneys shall have the authority to defer 
the prosecution of juveniles who are not accused 
of violent offenses and who are not chronic felony 
offenders as defined by statute and to establish 
community-based alternatives for resolving mat-
ters involving such juveniles.  

3.  All proceedings and matters involving juveniles 
accused of unlawful conduct shall be open to the 
public and all records of those proceedings shall 
be public records. Exceptions shall be made only 
for the protection of the privacy of innocent vic-
tims of crime, or when a court of competent juris-
diction finds a clear public interest in confidenti-
ality.  

§ 23.  Passes and purchase of transportation by public 
officers; inapplication to national guard 

Section 23. It shall not be lawful for any person holding 
public office in this state to accept or use a pass or to pur-
chase transportation from any railroad or other corpora-
tion, other than as such transportation may be purchased 
by the general public; Provided, that this shall not apply to 
members of the national guard of Arizona traveling under 
orders. The legislature shall enact laws to enforce this pro-
vision. 

§ 24.  Enacting clause of bills; initiative bills 

Section 24. The enacting clause of every bill enacted by 
the legislature shall be as follows: "Be it enacted by the 
Legislature of the State of Arizona," or when the initia-
tive is used: "Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Arizona."  

§ 25.  Continuity of governmental operations in 
emergency 

Section 25. The legislature, in order to insure continui-
ty of state and local governmental operations in periods 
of emergency resulting from disasters caused by enemy 
attack, shall have the power and the immediate duty to:  

1. Provide for prompt and temporary succession 
to the powers and duties of public offices, of 
whatever nature and whether filled by election 
or appointment, the incumbents of which may 
become unavailable for carrying on the powers 
and duties of such offices.  

2. Adopt such other measures as may be necessary 
and proper for insuring the continuity of gov-
ernmental operations.  

In the exercise of the powers hereby conferred, the leg-
islature shall in all respects conform to the require-
ments of this constitution except to the extent that in 
the judgment of the legislature so to do would be im-
practicable or would admit of undue delay.  

 

ARTICLE V. EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT  

§ 1.  Executive department; state officers; terms; 
election; residence and office at seat of gov-
ernment; duties  

(Version amended by 1992 Proposition 100)  
Section 1. A. The executive department shall consist of 
the governor, secretary of state, state treasurer, attorney 
general, and superintendent of public instruction, each 
of whom shall hold office for four years beginning on 
the first Monday of January, 1971 next after the regular 
general election in 1970.  
B. The person having the highest number of the votes 

cast for the office voted for shall be elected, but if 
two or more persons have an equal and the highest 
number of votes for the office, the two houses of the 
legislature at its next regular session shall elect 
forthwith, by joint ballot, one of such persons for 
said office.  

C. The officers of the executive department during 
their terms of office shall reside at the seat of gov-
ernment where they shall keep their offices and the 
public records, books, and papers. They shall per-
form such duties as are prescribed by the constitu-
tion and as may be provided by law.  

§ 1.  Term limits on executive department and 
state officers; term lengths; election; residence 
and office at seat of government; duties  

(Version amended by 1992 Proposition 107)  
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Section 1. A. The executive department shall consist of 
the governor, secretary of state, state treasurer, attorney 
general, and superintendent of public instruction, each of 
whom shall hold office for a term of four years beginning 
on the first Monday of January, 1971 next after the regular 
general election in 1970. No member of the executive de-
partment shall hold that office for more than two consec-
utive terms. This limitation on the number of terms of 
consecutive service shall apply to terms of office begin-
ning on or after January 1, 1993. No member of the execu-
tive department after serving the maximum number of 
terms, which shall include any part of a term served, may 
serve in the same office until out of office for no less than 
one full term.  
B. The person having a majority of the votes cast for the 

office voted for shall be elected. If no person receives 
a majority of the votes cast for the office, a second 
election shall be held as prescribed by law between 
the persons receiving the highest and second highest 
number of votes cast for the office. The person receiv-
ing the highest number of votes at the second election 
for the office is elected, but if the two persons have an 
equal number of votes for the office, the two houses of 
the legislature at its next regular session shall elect 
forthwith, by joint ballot, one of such persons for said 
office.  

C. The officers of the executive department during their 
terms of office shall reside at the seat of government 
where they shall keep their offices and the public rec-
ords, books, and papers. They shall perform such du-
ties as are prescribed by the constitution and as may 
be provided by law.  

§ 2.  Eligibility to state offices 
Section 2. No person shall be eligible to any of the offices 
mentioned in section 1 of this article except a person of 
the age of not less than twenty-five years, who shall have 
been for ten years next preceding his election a citizen of 
the United States, and for five years next preceding his 
election a citizen of Arizona. 

§ 3.  Governor, commander-in-chief of the military 
forces 

Section 3. The governor shall be commander-in-chief of 
the military forces of the state, except when such forces 
shall be called into the service of the United States. 

§ 4.  Governor; powers and duties; special sessions of 
legislature; message and recommendations 

Section 4. The governor shall transact all executive busi-
ness with the officers of the government, civil and military, 
and may require information in writing from the officers 
in the executive department upon any subject relating to 
the duties of their respective offices. He shall take care 
that the laws be faithfully executed. He may convene the 
legislature in extraordinary session. He shall communicate, 
by message, to the legislature at every session the condi-

tion of the state, and recommend such matters as he 
shall deem expedient.  

§ 5.  Reprieves, commutations and pardons 
Section 5. The governor shall have power to grant re-
prieves, commutation, and pardons, after convictions, for 
all offenses except treason and cases of impeachment, 
upon such conditions and with such restrictions and 
limitations as may be provided by law.  

§ 6.  Death, resignation, removal or disability of 
governor; succession to office; impeachment, 
absence from state or temporary disability 

Section 6. In the event of the death of the governor, or 
his resignation, removal from office, or permanent disa-
bility to discharge the duties of the office, the secretary 
of state, if holding by election, shall succeed to the of-
fice of governor until his successor shall be elected and 
shall qualify. If the secretary of state be holding other-
wise than by election, or shall fail to qualify as gover-
nor, the attorney general, the state treasurer, or the su-
perintendent of public instruction, if holding by elec-
tion, shall, in the order named, succeed to the office of 
governor. The taking of the oath of office as governor 
by any person specified in this section shall constitute 
resignation from the office by virtue of the holding of 
which he qualifies as governor. Any successor to the 
office shall become governor in fact and entitled to all 
of the emoluments, powers and duties of governor upon 
taking the oath of office. In the event of the impeach-
ment of the governor, his absence from the state, or oth-
er temporary disability to discharge the duties of the 
office, the powers and duties of the office of governor 
shall devolve upon the same person as in case of vacan-
cy, but only until the disability ceases. 

§ 7.  Presentation of bills to governor; approval; 
veto; filing with secretary of state; veto of 
items in appropriation bills; inapplication of 
veto power to referred bills 

Section 7. Every bill passed by the legislature, before it 
becomes a law, shall be presented to the governor. If he 
approve, he shall sign it, and it shall become a law as 
provided in this constitution. But if he disapprove, he 
shall return it, with his objections, to the house in 
which it originated, which shall enter the objections at 
large on the journal. If after reconsideration it again 
passes both houses by an aye and nay vote on roll call 
of two-thirds of the members elected to each house, it 
shall become a law as provided in this constitution, not-
withstanding the governor's objections. This section 
shall not apply to emergency measures as referred to in 
section 1 of the article on the legislative department. If 
any bill be not returned within five days after it shall 
have been presented to the governor (Sunday excepted) 
such bill shall become a law in like manner as if he had 
signed it, unless the legislature by its final adjournment 
prevents its return, in which case it shall be filed with 
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his objections in the office of the secretary of state within 
ten days after such adjournment (Sundays excepted) or 
become a law as provided in this constitution. After the 
final action by the governor, or following the adoption of 
a bill notwithstanding his objection, it shall be filed with 
the secretary of state. If any bill presented to the governor 
contains several items of appropriations of money, he may 
object to one or more of such items, while approving oth-
er portions of the bill. In such case he shall append to the 
bill at the time of signing it, a statement of the item or 
items which he declines to approve, together with his rea-
sons therefor, and such item or items shall not take effect 
unless passed over the governor's objections as in this sec-
tion provided. The veto power of the governor shall not 
extend to any bill passed by the legislature and referred to 
the people for adoption or rejection.  

§ 8.  Vacancies in office 
Section 8. When any office shall, from any cause, become 
vacant, and no mode shall be provided by the Constitu-
tion or by law for filling such vacancy, the governor shall 
have the power to fill such vacancy by appointment. 

§ 9.  Powers and duties of state officers 
Section 9. The powers and duties of secretary of state, 
state treasurer, attorney-general, and superintendent of 
public instruction shall be as prescribed by law. 

§ 10.  Canvass of election returns for state officers; 
certificates of election 

Section 10. The returns of the election for all state offic-
ers shall be canvassed, and certificates of election issued 
by the secretary of state, in such manner as may be pro-
vided by law.  

§ 11. Commissions 
Section 11. All commissions shall issue in the name of 
the state, and shall be signed by the governor, sealed with 
the seal of the state, and attested by the secretary of state. 

§ 12.  Compensation of elective state officers; commis-
sion on salaries for elective state officers 

Section 12. The salaries of those holding elective state 
offices shall be as established by law from time to time, 
subject to the limitations of article 6, section 33 and to the 
limitations of article 4, part 2, section 17. Such salaries as 
are presently established may be altered from time to 
time by the procedure established in this section or as 
otherwise provided by law, except that legislative salaries 
may be altered only by the procedures established in this 
section.  
A commission to be known as the commission on salaries 
for elective state officers is authorized to be established by 
the legislature. The commission shall be composed of five 
members appointed from private life, two of whom shall 
be appointed by the governor and one each by the presi-
dent of the senate, the speaker of the house of representa-
tives, and the chief justice. At such times as may be di-
rected by the legislature, the commission shall report to 

the governor with recommendations concerning the 
rates of pay of elected state officers. The governor shall 
upon the receipt of such report make recommendations 
to the legislature with respect to the exact rates of pay 
which he deems advisable for those offices and posi-
tions other than for the rates of pay of members of the 
legislature. Such recommendations shall become effec-
tive at a time established by the legislature after the 
transmission of the recommendation of the governor 
without aid of further legislative action unless, within 
such period of time, there has been enacted into law a 
statute which establishes rates of pay other than those 
proposed by the governor, or unless either house of the 
legislature specifically disapproves all or part of the 
governor's recommendation. The recommendations of 
the governor, unless disapproved or altered within the 
time provided by law, shall be effective; and any 1971 
recommendations shall be effective as to all offices on 
the first Monday in January of 1973. In case of either a 
legislative enactment or disapproval by either house, the 
recommendations shall be effective only insofar as not 
altered or disapproved. The recommendations of the 
commission as to legislative salaries shall be certified by 
it to the secretary of state and the secretary of state 
shall submit to the qualified electors at the next regular 
general election the question, "Shall the recommenda-
tions of the commission on salaries for elective state 
officers concerning legislative salaries be accepted? [ ] 
Yes [ ] No." Such recommendations if approved by the 
electors shall become effective at the beginning of the 
next regular legislative session without any other au-
thorizing legislation. All recommendations which be-
come effective under this section shall supersede all 
laws enacted prior to their effective date relating to 
such salaries. 

 

ARTICLE VI. JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT  

§ 1.  Judicial power; courts 
Section 1. The judicial power shall be vested in an inte-
grated judicial department consisting of a supreme 
court, such intermediate appellate courts as may be pro-
vided by law, a superior court, such courts inferior to 
the superior court as may be provided by law, and jus-
tice courts. 

§ 2.  Supreme court; composition; divisions; deci-
sions, transaction of business 

Section 2. The supreme court shall consist of not less 
than five justices. The number of justices may be in-
creased or decreased by law, but the court shall at all 
times be constituted of at least five justices.  
 The supreme court shall sit in accordance with 

rules adopted by it, either in banc or in divisions of 
not less than three justices, but the court shall not 
declare any law unconstitutional except when sit-
ting in banc. The decisions of the court shall be in 
writing and the grounds stated.  
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 The court shall be open at all times, except on nonju-
dicial days, for the transaction of business.  

§ 3.  Supreme court; administrative supervision; chief 
justice 

Section 3. The supreme court shall have administrative 
supervision over all the courts of the state. The chief jus-
tice shall be elected by the justices of the supreme court 
from one of their number for a term of five years, and 
may be reelected for like terms. The vice chief justice shall 
be elected by the justices of the supreme court from one 
of their number for a term determined by the court. A 
member of the court may resign the office of chief justice 
or vice chief justice without resigning from the court. 
 The chief justice, or in his absence or incapacity, the 

vice chief justice, shall exercise the court's administra-
tive supervision over all the courts of the state. He 
may assign judges of intermediate appellate courts, 
superior courts, or courts inferior to the superior 
court to serve in other courts or counties.  

§ 4.  Supreme court; term of office 
Section 4. Justices of the supreme court shall hold office 
for a regular term of six years except as provided by this 
article.  

§ 5.  Supreme court; jurisdiction; writs; rules; habeas 
corpus  

Section 5. The supreme court shall have:  
1.  Original jurisdiction of habeas corpus, and quo war-

ranto, mandamus, injunction and other extraordinary 
writs to state officers.  

2.  Original and exclusive jurisdiction to hear and deter-
mine causes between counties concerning disputed 
boundaries and surveys thereof or concerning claims 
of one county against another.  

3.  Appellate jurisdiction in all actions and proceedings 
except civil and criminal actions originating in courts 
not of record, unless the action involves the validity of 
a tax, impost, assessment, toll, statute or municipal 
ordinance.  

4.  Power to issue injunctions and writs of mandamus, 
review, prohibition, habeas corpus, certiorari, and all 
other writs necessary and proper to the complete ex-
ercise of its appellate and revisory jurisdiction.  

5.  Power to make rules relative to all procedural matters 
in any court.  

6.  Such other jurisdiction as may be provided by law. 
Each justice of the supreme court may issue writs of 
habeas corpus to any part of the state upon petition 
by or on behalf of a person held in actual custody, 
and may make such writs returnable before himself, 
the supreme court, appellate court or superior court, 
or judge thereof.  

§ 6.  Supreme court; qualifications of justices 
Section 6. A justice of the supreme court shall be a per-
son of good moral character and admitted to the practice 

of law in and a resident of the state of Arizona for ten 
years next preceding his taking office. 

§ 7.  Supreme court; clerk and assistants; adminis-
trative director and staff 

Section 7. The supreme court shall appoint a clerk of 
the court and assistants thereto who shall serve at its 
pleasure, and who shall receive such compensation as 
may be provided by law.  
 The supreme court shall appoint an administrative 

director and staff to serve at its pleasure to assist 
the chief justice in discharging his administrative 
duties. The director and staff shall receive such 
compensation as may be provided by law. 

§ 8. Supreme court; publication of opinions 
Section 8. Provision shall be made by law for the 
speedy publication of the opinions of the supreme 
court, and they shall be free for publication by any per-
son. 

§ 9. Intermediate appellate courts 
Section 9. The jurisdiction, powers, duties and composi-
tion of any intermediate appellate court shall be as pro-
vided by law. 

§ 10. Superior court; number of judges 
Section 10. There shall be in each county at least one 
judge of the superior court. There shall be in each 
county such additional judges as may be provided by 
law, but not exceeding one judge for each thirty thou-
sand inhabitants or majority fraction thereof. The num-
ber of inhabitants in a county for purposes of this sec-
tion may be determined by census enumeration or by 
such other method as may be provided by law. 

§ 11. Superior court; presiding judges; duties 
Section 11. There shall be in each county a presiding 

judge of the superior court. In each county in which 

there are two or more judges, the supreme court shall 

appoint one of such judges presiding judge. Presiding 

judges shall exercise administrative supervision over the 

superior court and judges thereof in their counties, and 

shall have such other duties as may be provided by law 

or by rules of the supreme court. 

§ 12. Superior court; term of office  
Section 12. A. Judges of the superior court in counties 
having a population of less than two hundred fifty thou-
sand persons according to the most recent United States 
census shall be elected by the qualified electors of their 
counties at the general election. They shall hold office 
for a regular term of four years except as provided by 
this section from and after the first Monday in January 
next succeeding their election, and until their successors 
are elected and qualify. The names of all candidates for 
judge of the superior court in such counties shall be 
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placed on the regular ballot without partisan or other des-
ignation except the division and title of the office.  
B.  The governor shall fill any vacancy in such counties 

by appointing a person to serve until the election and 
qualification of a successor. At the next succeeding 
general election following the appointment of a per-
son to fill a vacancy, a judge shall be elected to serve 
for the remainder of the unexpired term.  
 Judges of the superior court in counties having a 

population of two hundred fifty thousand persons 
or more according to the most recent United 
States census shall hold office for a regular term 
of four years except as provided by this article. 

§ 13.  Superior court; composition; salaries; judgments 
and proceedings; process 

Section 13. The superior courts provided for in this arti-
cle shall constitute a single court, composed of all the du-
ly elected or appointed judges in each of the counties of 
the state. The legislature may classify counties for the pur-
pose of fixing salaries of judges or officers of the court.  
 The judgments, decrees, orders and proceedings of 
any session of the superior court held by one or more 
judges shall have the same force and effect as if all the 
judges of the court had presided. The process of the court 
shall extend to all parts of the state. 

§ 14. Superior court; original jurisdiction  
Section 14. The superior court shall have original juris-
diction of:  
1. Cases and proceedings in which exclusive jurisdiction 

is not vested by law in another court.  
2.  Cases of equity and at law which involve the title to 

or possession of real property, or the legality of any 
tax, impost, assessment, toll or municipal ordinance.  

3.  Other cases in which the demand or value of property 
in controversy amounts to one thousand dollars or 
more, exclusive of interest and costs.  

4.  Criminal cases amounting to felony, and cases of mis-
demeanor not otherwise provided for by law.  

5.  Actions of forcible entry and detainer.  
6.  Proceedings in insolvency.  
7.  Actions to prevent or abate nuisance.  
8.  Matters of probate.  
9.  Divorce and for annulment of marriage.  
10. Naturalization and the issuance of papers therefor.  
11.  Special cases and proceedings not otherwise provided 

for, and such other jurisdiction as may be provided by 
law.  

§ 15.  Jurisdiction and authority in juvenile proceed-
ings  

Section 15. The jurisdiction and authority of the courts of 
this state in all proceedings and matters affecting juveniles 
shall be as provided by the legislature or the people by 
initiative or referendum. 

§ 16.  Superior court; appellate jurisdiction 

Section 16. The superior court shall have appellate ju-
risdiction in cases arising in justice and other courts 
inferior to the superior court as may be provided by 
law. 

§ 17.  Superior court; conduct of business; trial ju-
ries; jury trial; grand juries 

Section 17. The superior court shall be open at all 
times, except on nonjudicial days, for the determination 
of non-jury civil cases and the transaction of business. 
For the determination of civil causes and matters in 
which a jury demand has been entered, and for the trial 
of criminal causes, a trial jury shall be drawn and sum-
moned from the body of the county, as provided by law. 
The right of jury trial as provided by this constitution 
shall remain inviolate, but trial by jury may be waived 
by the parties in any civil cause or by the parties with 
the consent of the court in any criminal cause. Grand 
juries shall be drawn and summoned only by order of 
the superior court. 

§ 18.  Superior court; writs 
Section 18. The superior court or any judge thereof 
may issue writs of mandamus, quo warranto, review, 
certiorari, prohibition, and writs of habeas corpus on 
petition by or on behalf of a person held in actual cus-
tody within the county. Injunctions, attachments, and 
writs of prohibition and habeas corpus may be issued 
and served on legal holidays and non-judicial days.  

§ 19.  Superior court; service of judge in another 
county 

Section 19. A judge of the superior court shall serve in 
another county at the direction of the chief justice of 
the supreme court or may serve in another county at 
the request of the presiding judge of the superior court 
thereof.  

§ 20.  Retirement and service of retired justices and 
judges 

Section 20. The legislature shall prescribe by law a plan 
of retirement for justices and judges of courts of record, 
including the basis and amount of retirement pay, and 
requiring except as provided in section 35 of this article, 
that justices and judges of courts of record be retired 
upon reaching the age of seventy. Any retired justice or 
judge of any court of record who is drawing retirement 
pay may serve as a justice or judge of any court. When 
serving outside his county of residence, any such retired 
justice or judge shall receive his necessary traveling and 
subsistence expenses. A retired judge who is temporari-
ly called back to the active duties of a judge is entitled 
to receive the same compensation and expenses as other 
like active judges less any amount received for such 
period in retirement benefits. 

§ 21.  Superior court; speedy decisions 
Section 21. Every matter submitted to a judge of the 
superior court for his decision shall be decided within 
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sixty days from the date of submission thereof. The su-
preme court shall by rule provide for the speedy disposi-
tion of all matters not decided within such period.  

§ 22.  Superior and other courts; qualifications of 
judges 

Section 22. Judges of the superior court, intermediate ap-
pellate courts or courts inferior to the superior court hav-
ing jurisdiction in civil cases of one thousand dollars or 
more, exclusive of interest and costs, established by law 
under the provisions of section 1 of this article, shall be at 
least thirty years of age, of good moral character and ad-
mitted to the practice of law in and a resident of the state 
for five years next preceding their taking office. 

§ 23.  Superior court; clerk 
Section 23. There shall be in each county a clerk of the 
superior court. The clerk shall be elected by the qualified 
electors of his county at the general election and shall 
hold office for a term of four years from and after the first 
Monday in January next succeeding his election. The clerk 
shall have such powers and perform such duties as may 
be provided by law or by rule of the supreme court or 
superior court. He shall receive such compensation as may 
be provided by law. 

§ 24.  Superior court; court commissioners, masters 
and referees 

Section 24. Judges of the superior court may appoint 
court commissioners, masters and referees in their respec-
tive counties, who shall have such powers and perform 
such duties as may be provided by law or by rule of the 
supreme court. Court commissioners, masters and referees 
shall receive such compensation as may be provided by 
law. 

§ 25.  Style of process; conduct of prosecutions in 
name of state 

Section 25. The style of process shall be "The State of Ari-
zona", and prosecutions shall be conducted in the name of 
the state and by its authority. 

§ 26. Oath of office 
Section 26. Each justice, judge and justice of the peace 
shall, before entering upon the duties of his office, take 
and subscribe an oath that he will support the Constitu-
tion of the United States and the Constitution of the State 
of Arizona, and that he will faithfully and impartially dis-
charge the duties of his office to the best of his ability. 
The oath of all judges of courts inferior to the superior 
court and the oath of justices of the peace shall be filed in 
the office of the county recorder, and the oath of all other 
justices and judges shall be filed in the office of the secre-
tary of state. 

§ 27.  Charge to juries; reversal of causes for technical 
error 

Section 27. Judges shall not charge juries with respect to 
matters of fact, nor comment thereon, but shall declare the 

law. No cause shall be reversed for technical error in 
pleadings or proceedings when upon the whole case it 
shall appear that substantial justice has been done.  

§ 28.  Justices and judges; dual office holding; politi-
cal activity; practice of law  

Section 28. Justices and judges of courts of record shall 
not be eligible for any other public office or for any 
other public employment during their term of office, 
except that they may assume another judicial office, and 
upon qualifying therefor, the office formerly held shall 
become vacant. No justice or judge of any court of rec-
ord shall practice law during his continuance in office, 
nor shall he hold any office in a political party or ac-
tively take part in any political campaign other than his 
own for his reelection or retention in office. Any justice 
or judge who files nomination papers for an elective 
office, other than for judge of the superior court or a 
court of record inferior to the superior court in a coun-
ty having a population of less than two hundred fifty 
thousand persons according to the most recent United 
States census, forfeits his judicial office. 

§ 29. Repealed 
Approved election Nov. 3, 1970, effective Nov. 27, 1970. 

§ 30. Courts of record 
Section 30. A. The supreme court, the court of appeals 
and the superior court shall be courts of record. Other 
courts of record may be established by law, but justice 
courts shall not be courts of record.  
B.  All justices and judges of courts of record, except 

for judges of the superior court and other courts of 
record inferior to the superior court in counties 
having a population of less than two hundred fifty 
thousand persons according to the most recent 
United States census, shall be appointed in the man-
ner provided in section 37 of this article. 

§ 31.  Judges pro tempore 
Section 31. A. The legislature may provide for the ap-
pointment of members of the bar having the qualifica-
tions provided in section 22 of this article as judges pro 
tempore of courts inferior to the supreme court, except 
that justices of the peace pro tempore shall have the 
same qualifications as justices of the peace and do not 
have to reside in the precinct in which the justice of the 
peace pro tempore is appointed to serve. 
B.  When serving, any such person shall have all the 

judicial powers of a regular elected judge of the 
court to which the person is appointed. A person so 
appointed shall receive such compensation as may 
be provided by law. The population limitation of 
section 10 of this article shall not apply to the ap-
pointment of judges pro tempore of the superior 
court. 
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§ 32.  Justices of the peace and inferior courts; juris-
diction, powers and duties; terms of office; sala-
ries 

Section 32. A. The number of justices of the peace to be 
elected in precincts shall be as provided by law. Justices of 
the peace may be police justices of incorporated cities and 
towns.  
B.  The jurisdiction, powers and duties of courts inferior 

to the superior court and of justice courts, and the 
terms of office of judges of such courts and justices of 
the peace shall be as provided by law. The legislature 
may classify counties and precincts for the purpose of 
fixing salaries of judges of courts inferior to the supe-
rior court and of justices of the peace.  

C.  The civil jurisdiction of courts inferior to the superior 
court and of justice courts shall not exceed the sum of 
ten thousand dollars, exclusive of interest and costs. 
Criminal jurisdiction shall be limited to misdemean-
ors. The jurisdiction of such courts shall not encroach 
upon the jurisdiction of courts of record but may be 
made concurrent therewith, subject to the limitations 
provided in this section.  

§ 33.  Change by legislature in number of justices or 
judges; reduction of salary during term of office 

Section 33. No change made by the legislature in the 
number of justices or judges shall work the removal of 
any justice or judge from office. The salary of any justice 
or judge shall not be reduced during the term of office for 
which he was elected or appointed. 

§ 34.  Absence of judicial officer from state 
Section 34. Any judicial officer except a retired justice or 
judge who absents himself from the state for more than 
sixty consecutive days shall be deemed to have forfeited 
his office, but the governor may extend the leave of ab-
sence for such time as reasonable necessity therefor exists. 

§ 35.  Continuance in office; continued existence of 
offices; application of prior statute and rules 

Section 35. A. All justices, judges, justices of the peace and 
officers of any court who are holding office as such by 
election or appointment at the time of the adoption of 
this section shall serve or continue in office for the re-
spective terms for which they are so elected or for their 
respective unexpired terms, and until their successors are 
elected or appointed and qualify or they are retained in 
office pursuant to section 38 of this article; provided, how-
ever, that any justice or judge elected at the general elec-
tion at which this section is adopted shall serve for the 
term for which he is so elected. The continued existence 
of any office heretofore legally established or held shall 
not be abolished or repealed by the adoption of this arti-
cle. The statutes and rules relating to the authority, juris-
diction, practice and procedure of courts, judicial officers 
and offices in force at the time of the adoption of this arti-
cle and not inconsistent herewith, shall, so far as applica-

ble, apply to and govern such courts, judicial officers 
and offices until amended or repealed.  
B.  All judges of the superior court holding office by 

appointment or retention in counties with a popula-
tion of two hundred fifty thousand persons or more 
according to the most recent United States census at 
the time of the adoption of this amendment to this 
section shall serve or continue in office for the re-
spective terms for which they were appointed. Upon 
an incumbent vacating the office of judge of the 
superior court, whether by failing to file a declara-
tion for retention, by rejection by the qualified elec-
tors of the county or resignation, the appointment 
shall be pursuant to section 37 of this article. 

§ 36.  Commission on appellate court appointments 
and terms, appointments and vacancies on 
commission 

Section 36. A. There shall be a nonpartisan commission 
on appellate court appointments which shall be com-
posed of the chief justice of the supreme court, who 
shall be chairman, five attorney members, who shall be 
nominated by the board of governors of the state bar of 
Arizona and appointed by the governor with the advice 
and consent of the senate in the manner prescribed by 
law, and ten nonattorney members who shall be ap-
pointed by the governor with the advice and consent of 
the senate in the manner prescribed by law. At least 
ninety days prior to a term expiring or within twenty-
one days of a vacancy occurring for a nonattorney 
member on the commission for appellate court appoint-
ments, the governor shall appoint a nominating com-
mittee of nine members, not more than five of whom 
may be from the same political party. The makeup of 
the committee shall, to the extent feasible, reflect the 
diversity of the population of the state. Members shall 
not be attorneys and shall not hold any governmental 
office, elective or appointive, for profit. The committee 
shall provide public notice that a vacancy exists and 
shall solicit, review and forward to the governor all ap-
plications along with the committee's recommendations 
for appointment. Attorney members of the commission 
shall have resided in the state and shall have been ad-
mitted to practice before the supreme court for not less 
than five years. Not more than three attorney members 
shall be members of the same political party and not 
more than two attorney members shall be residents of 
any one county. Nonattorney members shall have resid-
ed in the state for not less than five years and shall not 
be judges, retired judges or admitted to practice before 
the supreme court. Not more than five nonattorney 
members shall be members of the same political party. 
Not more than two nonattorney members shall be resi-
dents of any one county. None of the attorney or nonat-
torney members of the commission shall hold any gov-
ernmental office, elective or appointive, for profit, and 
no attorney member shall be eligible for appointment 
to any judicial office of the state until one year after he 
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ceases to be a member. Attorney members of the commis-
sion shall serve staggered four-year terms and nonattorney 
members shall serve staggered four-year terms. Vacancies 
shall be filled for the unexpired terms in the same manner 
as the original appointments.  
B.  No person other than the chief justice shall serve at 

the same time as a member of more than one judicial 
appointment commission.  

C.  In making or confirming appointments to the appel-
late court commission, the governor, the senate and 
the state bar shall endeavor to see that the commis-
sion reflects the diversity of Arizona's population. In 
the event of the absence or incapacity of the chairman 
the supreme court shall appoint a justice thereof to 
serve in his place and stead.  

D.  Prior to making recommendations to the governor as 
hereinafter provided, the commission shall conduct 
investigations, hold public hearings and take public 
testimony. An executive session as prescribed by rule 
may be held upon a two-thirds vote of the members 
of the commission in a public hearing. Final decisions 
as to recommendations shall be made without regard 
to political affiliation in an impartial and objective 
manner. The commission shall consider the diversity 
of the state's population, however the primary consid-
eration shall be merit. Voting shall be in a public 
hearing. The expenses of meetings of the commission 
and the attendance of members thereof for travel and 
subsistence shall be paid from the general fund of the 
state as state officers are paid, upon claims approved 
by the chairman.  

E.  After public hearings the supreme court shall adopt 
rules of procedure for the commission on appellate 
court appointments.  

F.  Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection A, the 
initial appointments for the five additional nonattor-
ney members and the two additional attorney mem-
bers of the commission shall be designated by the 
governor for staggered terms as follows:  
1.  One appointment for a nonattorney member shall 

be for a one-year term.  
2.  Two appointments for nonattorney members shall 

be for a two-year term.  
3.  Two appointments for nonattorney members shall 

be for a three-year term.  
4.  One appointment for an attorney member shall 

be for a one-year term.  
5.  One appointments for an attorney member shall 

be for a two-year term.  
G.  The members currently serving on the commission 

may continue to serve until the expiration of their 
normal terms. All subsequent appointments shall be 
made as prescribed by this section.  

§ 37.  Judicial vacancies and appointments; initial 
terms; residence; age 

Section 37. A. Within sixty days from the occurrence 
of a vacancy in the office of a justice or judge of any 
court of record, except for vacancies occurring in the 
office of a judge of the superior court or a judge of a 
court of record inferior to the superior court, the com-
mission on appellate court appointments, if the vacancy 
is in the supreme court or an intermediate appellate 
court of record, shall submit to the governor the names 
of not less than three persons nominated by it to fill 
such vacancy, no more than two of whom shall be 
members of the same political party unless there are 
more than four such nominees, in which event not 
more than sixty percentum of such nominees shall be 
members of the same political party.  
B.  Within sixty days from the occurrence of a vacancy 

in the office of a judge of the superior court or a 
judge of a court of record inferior to the superior 
court except for vacancies occurring in the office of 
a judge of the superior court or a judge of a court 
of record inferior to the superior court in a county 
having a population of less than two hundred fifty 
thousand persons according to the most recent 
United States census, the commission on trial court 
appointments for the county in which the vacancy 
occurs shall submit to the governor the names of 
not less than three persons nominated by it to fill 
such vacancy, no more than two of whom shall be 
members of the same political party unless there 
are more than four such nominees, in which event 
no more than sixty per centum of such nominees 
shall be members of the same political party. A 
nominee shall be under sixty-five years of age at the 
time his name is submitted to the governor. Judges 
of the superior court shall be subject to retention or 
rejection by a vote of the qualified electors of the 
county from which they were appointed at the gen-
eral election in the manner provided by section 38 
of this article.  

C.  A vacancy in the office of a justice or a judge of 
such courts of record shall be filled by appointment 
by the governor without regard to political affilia-
tion from one of the nominees whose names shall 
be submitted to him as hereinabove provided. In 
making the appointment, the governor shall consid-
er the diversity of the state's population for an ap-
pellate court appointment and the diversity of the 
county's population for a trial court appointment, 
however the primary consideration shall be merit. If 
the governor does not appoint one of such nomi-
nees to fill such vacancy within sixty days after 
their names are submitted to the governor by such 
commission, the chief justice of the supreme court 
forthwith shall appoint on the basis of merit alone 
without regard to political affiliation one of such 
nominees to fill such vacancy. If such commission 
does not, within sixty days after such vacancy oc-
curs, submit the names of nominees as hereinabove 
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provided, the governor shall have the power to ap-
point any qualified person to fill such vacancy at any 
time thereafter prior to the time the names of the 
nominees to fill such vacancy are submitted to the 
governor as hereinabove provided. Each justice or 
judge so appointed shall initially hold office for a 
term ending sixty days following the next regular gen-
eral election after the expiration of a term of two 
years in office. Thereafter, the terms of justices or 
judges of the supreme court and the superior court 
shall be as provided by this article.  

D.  A person appointed to fill a vacancy on an intermedi-
ate appellate court or another court of record now 
existing or hereafter established by law shall have 
been a resident of the counties or county in which 
that vacancy exists for at least one year prior to his 
appointment, in addition to possessing the other re-
quired qualifications. A nominee shall be under sixty-
five years of age at the time his name is submitted to 
the governor. 

§ 38.  Declaration of candidacy; form of judicial ballot, 
rejection and retention; failure to file declara-
tion 

Section 38. A. A justice or judge of the supreme court or 
an intermediate appellate court shall file in the office of 
the secretary of state, and a judge of the superior court or 
other court of record including such justices or judges 
who are holding office as such by election or appointment 
at the time of the adoption of this section except for judg-
es of the superior court and other courts of record inferi-
or to the superior court in counties having a population 
of less than two hundred fifty thousand persons, according 
to the United States census, shall file in the office of the 
clerk of the board of supervisors of the county in which 
he regularly sits and resides, not less than sixty nor more 
than ninety days prior to the regular general election next 
preceding the expiration of his term of office, a declara-
tion of his desire to be retained in office, and the secretary 
of state shall certify to the several boards of supervisors 
the appropriate names of the candidate or candidates ap-
pearing on such declarations filed in his office.  
B.  The name of any justice or judge whose declaration is 

filed as provided in this section shall be placed on the 
appropriate official ballot at the next regular general 
election under a nonpartisan designation and in sub-
stantially the following form:  
 Shall __________, (Name of justice or judge) of the 

_________ court be retained in office? Yes __ No 
__ (Mark X after one).  

C.  If a majority of those voting on the question votes 
"No," then, upon the expiration of the term for which 
such justice or judge was serving, a vacancy shall exist, 
which shall be filled as provided by this article. If a 
majority of those voting on the question votes "Yes," 
such justice or judge shall remain in office for another 
term, subject to removal as provided by this constitu-

tion.  
D.  The votes shall be counted and canvassed and the 

result declared as in the case of state and county 
elections, whereupon a certificate of retention or 
rejection of the incumbent justice or judge shall be 
delivered to him by the secretary of state or the 
clerk of the board of supervisors, as the case may 
be.  

E.  If a justice or judge fails to file a declaration of his 
desire to be retained in office, as required by this 
section, then his office shall become vacant upon 
expiration of the term for which such justice or 
judge was serving.  

§ 39.  Retirement of justices and judges; vacancies 
Section 39. On attaining the age of seventy years a jus-
tice or judge of a court of record shall retire and his 
judicial office shall be vacant, except as otherwise pro-
vided in section 35 of this article. In addition to becom-
ing vacant as provided in this section, the office of a 
justice or judge of any court of record becomes vacant 
upon his death or his voluntary retirement pursuant to 
statute or his voluntary resignation, and also, as provid-
ed in section 38 of this article, upon the expiration of 
his term next following a general election at which a 
majority of those voting on the question of his retention 
vote in the negative or for which general election he is 
required, but fails, to file a declaration of his desire to 
be retained in office.  
 This section is alternative to and cumulative with 

the methods of removal of judges and justices pro-
vided in parts 1 and 2 of article 8 and article 6.1 of 
this Constitution. 

§ 40.  Option for counties with less than two hun-
dred fifty thousand persons 

Section 40. Notwithstanding any provision of this arti-
cle to the contrary, any county having a population of 
less than two hundred fifty thousand persons, according 
to the most recent United States census, may choose to 
select its judges of the superior court or of courts of 
record inferior to the superior court as if it had a popu-
lation of two hundred fifty thousand or more persons. 
Such choice shall be determined by vote of the qualified 
electors of such county voting on the question at an 
election called for such purpose by resolution of the 
board of supervisors of such county. If such qualified 
electors approve, the provisions of sections 12, 28, 30, 35 
through 39, 41 and 42 shall apply as if such county had 
a population of two hundred fifty thousand persons or 
more. 

§ 41.  Superior court divisions; commission on trial 
court appointments; membership; terms 

Section 41. A. Except as otherwise provided, judges of 
the superior court in counties having a population of 
two hundred fifty thousand persons or more according 
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to the most recent United States census shall hold office 
for a regular term of four years.  
B. There shall be a nonpartisan commission on trial 

court appointments for each county having a popula-
tion of two hundred fifty thousand persons or more 
according to the most recent United States census 
which shall be composed of the following members:  
1. The chief justice of the supreme court, who shall 

be the chairman of the commission. In the event 
of the absence or incapacity of the chairman the 
supreme court shall appoint a justice thereof to 
serve in his place and stead.  

2.  Five attorney members, none of whom shall reside 
in the same supervisorial district and not more 
than three of whom shall be members of the same 
political party, who are nominated by the board 
of governors of the state bar of Arizona and who 
are appointed by the governor subject to confir-
mation by the senate in the manner prescribed by 
law.  

3.  Ten nonattorney members, no more than two of 
whom shall reside in the same supervisorial dis-
trict.  

C.  At least ninety days prior to a term expiring or within 
twenty-one days of a vacancy occurring for a nonat-
torney member on the commission for trial court ap-
pointments, the member of the board of supervisors 
from the district in which the vacancy has occurred 
shall appoint a nominating committee of seven mem-
bers who reside in the district, not more than four of 
whom may be from the same political party. The 
make-up of the committee shall, to the extent feasible, 
reflect the diversity of the population of the district. 
Members shall not be attorneys and shall not hold 
any governmental office, elective or appointive, for 
profit. The committee shall provide public notice that 
a vacancy exists and shall solicit, review and forward 
to the governor all applications along with the com-
mittee's recommendations for appointment. The gov-
ernor shall appoint two persons from each superviso-
rial district who shall not be of the same political par-
ty, subject to confirmation by the senate in the man-
ner prescribed by law.  

D.  In making or confirming appointments to trial court 
commissions, the governor, the senate and the state 
bar shall endeavor to see that the commission reflects 
the diversity of the county's population.  

E.  Members of the commission shall serve staggered four 
year terms, except that initial appointments for the 
five additional nonattorney members and the two ad-
ditional attorney members of the commission shall be 
designated by the governor as follows:  
1. One appointment for a nonattorney member shall 

be for a one-year term.  
2. Two appointments for nonattorney members shall 

be for a two-year term.  

3. Two appointments for nonattorney members 
shall be for a three-year term.  

4. One appointment for an attorney member shall 
be for a one-year term.  

5. One appointment for an attorney member shall 
be for a two-year term.  

F. Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired terms in 
the same manner as the original appointments.  

G. Attorney members of the commission shall have 
resided in this state and shall have been admitted to 
practice in this state by the supreme court for at 
least five years and shall have resided in the super-
visorial district from which they are appointed for 
at least one year. Nonattorney members shall have 
resided in this state for at least five years, shall have 
resided in the supervisorial district for at least one 
year before being nominated and shall not be judg-
es, retired judges nor admitted to practice before 
the supreme court. None of the attorney or nonat-
torney members of the commission shall hold any 
governmental office, elective or appointive, for prof-
it and no attorney member is eligible for appoint-
ment to any judicial office of this state until one 
year after membership in the commission termi-
nates.  

H.  No person other than the chief justice shall serve at 
the same time as a member of more than one judi-
cial appointment commission.  

I.  The commission shall submit the names of not less 
than three individuals for nomination for the office 
of the superior court judge pursuant to section 37 
of this article.  

J.  Prior to making recommendations to the governor, 
the commission shall conduct investigations, hold 
public hearings and take public testimony. An exec-
utive session as prescribed by rule may be held up-
on a two-thirds vote of the members of the commis-
sion in a public hearing. Final decisions as to rec-
ommendations shall be made without regard to po-
litical affiliation in an impartial and objective man-
ner. The commission shall consider the diversity of 
the county's population and the geographical distri-
bution of the residences of the judges throughout 
the county, however the primary consideration shall 
be merit. Voting shall be in a public hearing. The 
expenses of meetings of the commission and the 
attendance of members thereof for travel and sub-
sistence shall be paid from the general fund of the 
state as state officers are paid, upon claims approved 
by the chairman.  

K.  After public hearings the supreme court shall adopt 
rules of procedure for the commission on trial 
court appointments.  

L.  The members of the commission who were appoint-
ed pursuant to section 36 of this article prior to the 
effective date of this section may continue to serve 
until the expiration of their normal terms. All sub-
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sequent appointments shall be made as prescribed by 
this section.  

§ 42.  Retention evaluation of justices and judges 
Section 42. The supreme court shall adopt, after public 
hearings, and administer for all justices and judges who 
file a declaration to be retained in office, a process, estab-
lished by court rules for evaluating judicial performance. 
The rules shall include written performance standards and 
performance reviews which survey opinions of persons 
who have knowledge of the justice's or judge's perfor-
mance. The public shall be afforded a full and fair oppor-
tunity for participation in the evaluation process through 
public hearings, dissemination of evaluation reports to 
voters and any other methods as the court deems advisa-
ble. 
 

 

ARTICLE VI.I. COMMISSION ON  
JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

§ 1.  Composition; appointment; term; vacancies 
Section 1. A. A commission on judicial conduct is created 
to be composed of eleven persons consisting of two judges 
of the court of appeals, two judges of the superior court, 
one justice of the peace and one municipal court judge, 
who shall be appointed by the supreme court, two mem-
bers of the state bar of Arizona, who shall be appointed by 
the governing body of such bar association, and three citi-
zens who are not judges, retired judges nor members of 
the state bar of Arizona, who shall be appointed by the 
governor subject to confirmation by the senate in the 
manner prescribed by law.  
B. Terms of members of the commission shall be six 

years, except that initial terms of two members ap-
pointed by the supreme court and one member ap-
pointed by the state bar of Arizona for terms which 
begin in January, 1991 shall be for two years and ini-
tial terms of one member appointed by the supreme 
court and one member appointed by the state bar of 
Arizona for terms which begin in January, 1991 shall 
be for four years. If a member ceases to hold the posi-
tion that qualified him for appointment his member-
ship on the commission terminates. An appointment 
to fill a vacancy for an unexpired term shall be made 
for the remainder of the term by the appointing pow-
er of the original appointment. 

§ 2.  Disqualification of judge 
Section 2. A judge is disqualified from acting as a judge, 
without loss of salary, while there is pending an indict-
ment or an information charging him in the United States 
with a crime punishable as a felony under Arizona or fed-
eral law, or a recommendation to the supreme court by 
the commission on judicial conduct for his suspension, 
removal or retirement. 

§ 3.  Suspension or removal of judge 

Section 3. On recommendation of the commission on 
judicial conduct, or on its own motion, the supreme 
court may suspend a judge from office without salary 
when, in the United States, he pleads guilty or no con-
test or is found guilty of a crime punishable as a felony 
under Arizona or federal law or of any other crime that 
involves moral turpitude under such law. If his convic-
tion is reversed the suspension terminates, and he shall 
be paid his salary for the period of suspension. If he is 
suspended and his conviction becomes final the su-
preme court shall remove him from office. 

§ 4.  Retirement of judge 
Section 4. A. On recommendation of the commission 
on judicial conduct, the supreme court may retire a 
judge for disability that seriously interferes with the 
performance of his duties and is or is likely to become 
permanent, and may censure, suspend without pay or 
remove a judge for action by him that constitutes wilful 
misconduct in office, wilful and persistent failure to 
perform his duties, habitual intemperance or conduct 
prejudicial to the administration of justice that brings 
the judicial office into disrepute.  
B. A judge retired by the supreme court shall be con-

sidered to have retired voluntarily. A judge re-
moved by the supreme court is ineligible for judi-
cial office in this state. 

§ 5.  Definitions and rules implementing article 
Section 5. The term "judge" as used in this article shall 
apply to all justices of the peace, judges in courts inferi-
or to the superior court as may be provided by law, 
judges of the superior court, judges of the court of ap-
peals and justices of the supreme court. The supreme 
court shall make rules implementing this article and 
providing for confidentiality of proceedings. A judge 
who is a member of the commission or supreme court 
shall not participate as a member in any proceedings 
hereunder involving his own censure, suspension, re-
moval or involuntary retirement. 

§ 6.  Article self-executing  
Section 6. The provisions of this article shall be self- 
executing.  

 

ARTICLE VII. SUFFRAGE AND ELECTIONS  

§ 1.  Method of voting; secrecy 
Section 1. All elections by the people shall be by ballot, 
or by such other method as may be prescribed by law; 
Provided, that secrecy in voting shall be preserved. 

§ 2.  Qualifications of voters; disqualification 
Section 2. A. No person shall be entitled to vote at any 
general election, or for any office that now is, or hereaf-
ter may be, elective by the people, or upon any question 
which may be submitted to a vote of the people, unless 
such person be a citizen of the United States of the age 
of eighteen years or over, and shall have resided in the 
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state for the period of time preceding such election as 
prescribed by law, provided that qualifications for voters 
at a general election for the purpose of electing presiden-
tial electors shall be as prescribed by law. The word 
"citizen" shall include persons of the male and female sex.  
B.  The rights of citizens of the United States to vote and 

hold office shall not be denied or abridged by the 
state, or any political division or municipality thereof, 
on account of sex, and the right to register, to vote 
and to hold office under any law now in effect, or 
which may hereafter be enacted, is hereby extended 
to, and conferred upon males and females alike.  

C.  No person who is adjudicated an incapacitated person 
shall be qualified to vote at any election, nor shall any 
person convicted of treason or felony, be qualified to 
vote at any election unless restored to civil rights.  

§ 3.  Voting residence of federal employees and cer-
tain others 

Section 3. For the purpose of voting, no person shall be 
deemed to have gained or lost a residence by reason of 
being present or absent while employed in the service of 
the United States, or while a student at any institution of 
learning, or while kept at any institution or other shelter 
at public expense, or while confined in any public jail or 
prison.  

§ 4.  Privilege of electors from arrest 
Section 4. Electors shall in all cases, except treason, felony, 
or breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during 
their attendance at any election, and in going thereto and 
returning therefrom.  

§ 5.  Military duty on day of election 
Section 5. No elector shall be obliged to perform military 
duty on the day of an election, except in time of war or 
public danger. 

§ 6.  Residence of military personnel stationed with-
in state 

Section 6. No soldier, seaman, or marine, in the army or 

navy of the United States shall be deemed a resident of 

this state in consequence of his being stationed at any mil-

itary or naval place within this state. 

§ 7.  Highest number of votes received as determina-
tive of person elected  

Section 7. In all elections held by the people in this state, 
the person, or persons, receiving the highest number of 
legal votes shall be declared elected. 

§ 8.  Qualifications for voters at school elections 
Section 8. Qualifications for voters at school elections 
shall be as are now, or as may hereafter be, provided by 
law.  

§ 9.  Advisory vote 
Section 9. For the purpose of obtaining an advisory vote 

of the people, the legislature shall provide for placing the 

names of candidates for United States senator on the 

official ballot at the general election next preceding the 

election of a United States senator. 

§ 10.  Direct primary election law 
Section 10. The Legislature shall enact a direct primary 
election law, which shall provide for the nomination of 
candidates for all elective State, county, and city offices, 
including candidates for United States Senator and for 
Representative in Congress. Any person who is regis-
tered as no party preference or independent as the par-
ty preference or who is registered with a political party 
that is not qualified for representation on the ballot 
may vote in the primary election of any one of the po-
litical parties that is qualified for the ballot.  

§ 11.  General elections; date 
Section 11. There shall be a general election of repre-
sentatives in congress, and of state, county, and precinct 
officers on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in 
November of the first even numbered year after the 
year in which Arizona is admitted to statehood and bi-
ennially thereafter. 

§ 12.  Registration and other laws 
Section 12. There shall be enacted registration and oth-
er laws to secure the purity of elections and guard 
against abuses of the elective franchise. 

§ 13.  Submission of questions upon bond issues or 
special assessments 

Section 13. Questions upon bond issues or special as-
sessments shall be submitted to the vote of real proper-
ty tax payers, who shall also in all respects be qualified 
electors of this State, and of the political subdivisions 
thereof affected by such question. 

§ 14.  Fee for placing candidate's name on ballot 
Section 14. No fee shall ever be required in order to 
have the name of any candidate placed on the official 
ballot for any election or primary. 

§ 15.  Qualifications for public office 
Section 15. Every person elected or appointed to any 
elective office of trust or profit under the authority of 
the state, or any political division or any municipality 
thereof, shall be a qualified elector of the political divi-
sion or municipality in which such person shall be 
elected.  

§ 16.  Campaign contributions and expenditures; 
publicity 

Section 16. The legislature, at its first session, shall en-
act a law providing for a general publicity, before and 
after election, of all campaign contributions to, and ex-
penditures of campaign committees and candidates for 
public office. 

§ 17.  Vacancy in Congress 
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Section 17. There shall be a primary and general election 
as prescribed by law, which shall provide for nomination 
and election of a candidate for United States senator and 
for representative in congress when a vacancy occurs 
through resignation or any other cause. 

§ 18.  Term limits on ballot appearances in congres-
sional elections 

Section 18. The name of any candidate for United States 
senator from Arizona shall not appear on the ballot if, by 
the end of the current term of office, the candidate will 
have served (or, but for resignation, would have served) in 
that office for two consecutive terms, and the name of a 
candidate for United States representative from Arizona 
shall not appear on the ballot if, by the end of the current 
term of office, the candidate will have served (or, but for 
resignation, would have served) in that office for three 
consecutive terms. Terms are considered consecutive un-
less they are at least one full term apart. Any person ap-
pointed or elected to fill a vacancy in the United States 
congress who serves at least one half of a term of office 
shall be considered to have served a term in that office for 
purposes of this section. For purposes of this section, 
terms beginning before January 1, 1993 shall not be con-
sidered.  

 

ARTICLE VIII. REMOVAL FROM OFFICE 

PART 1. RECALL OF PUBLIC OFFICERS  

§ 1.  Officers subject to recall; petitioners 
Section 1. Every public officer in the state of Arizona, 
holding an elective office, either by election or appoint-
ment, is subject to recall from such office by the qualified 
electors of the electoral district from which candidates are 
elected to such office. Such electoral district may include 
the whole state. Such number of said electors as shall 
equal twenty-five per centum of the number of votes cast 
at the last preceding general election for all of the candi-
dates for the office held by such officer, may by petition, 
which shall be known as a recall petition, demand his re-
call. 

§ 2.  Recall petitions; contents; filing; signatures; oath 
Section 2. Every recall petition must contain a general 
statement, in not more than two hundred words, of the 
grounds of such demand, and must be filed in the office in 
which petitions for nominations to the office held by the 
incumbent are required to be filed. The signatures to such 
recall petition need not all be on one sheet of paper, but 
each signer must add to his signature the date of his sign-
ing said petition, and his place of residence, giving his 
street and number, if any, should he reside in a town or 
city. One of the signers of each sheet of such petition, or 
the person circulating such sheet, must make and sub-
scribe an oath on said sheet, that the signatures thereon 
are genuine. 

§ 3.  Resignation of officer; special election 

Section 3. If such officer shall offer his resignation it 
shall be accepted, and the vacancy shall be filled as may 
be provided by law. If he shall not resign within five 
days after a recall petition is filed as provided by law, a 
special election shall be ordered to be held as provided 
by law, to determine whether such officer shall be re-
called. On the ballots at such election shall be printed 
the reasons as set forth in the petition for demanding 
his recall, and, in not more than two hundred words, 
the officer's justification of his course in office. He shall 
continue to perform the duties of his office until the 
result of such election shall have been officially de-
clared.  

§ 4.  Special election; candidates; results; qualifica-
tion of successor 

Section 4. Unless the incumbent otherwise requests, in 
writing, the incumbent's name shall be placed as a can-
didate on the official ballot without nomination. Other 
candidates for the office may be nominated to be voted 
for at said election. The candidate who receives the 
highest number of votes shall be declared elected for 
the remainder of the term. Unless the incumbent re-
ceives the highest number of votes, the incumbent shall 
be deemed to be removed from office, upon qualifica-
tion of the successor. In the event that the successor 
shall not qualify within five days after the result of said 
election shall have been declared, the said office shall be 
vacant, and may be filled as provided by law. 

§ 5.  Recall petitions; restrictions and conditions 
Section 5. No recall petition shall be circulated against 
any officer until he shall have held his office for a peri-
od of six months, except that it may be filed against a 
member of the legislature at any time after five days 
from the beginning of the first session after his election. 
After one recall petition and election, no further recall 
petition shall be filed against the same officer during 
the term for which he was elected, unless petitioners 
signing such petition shall first pay into the public 
treasury which has paid such election expenses, all ex-
penses of the preceding election.  

§ 6.  Application of general election laws; imple-
mentary legislation 

Section 6. The general election laws shall apply to re-
call elections in so far as applicable. Laws necessary to 
facilitate the operation of the provisions of this article 
shall be enacted, including provision for payment by the 
public treasury of the reasonable special election cam-
paign expenses of such officer. 

PART 2. IMPEACHMENT  

§ 1.  Power of impeachment in house of represent-
atives; trial by senate 

Section 1. The house of representatives shall have the 
sole power of impeachment. The concurrence of a ma-
jority of all the members shall be necessary to an im-
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peachment. All impeachments shall be tried by the senate, 
and, when sitting for that purpose, the senators shall be 
upon oath or affirmation to do justice according to law 
and evidence, and shall be presided over by the chief jus-
tice of the supreme court. Should the chief justice be on 
trial, or otherwise disqualified, the senate shall elect a 
judge of the supreme court to preside.  

§ 2.  Conviction; grounds for impeachment; judg-
ment; liability to trial 

Section 2. No person shall be convicted without a concur-
rence of two-thirds of the senators elected. The governor 
and other state and judicial officers, except justices of 
courts not of record, shall be liable to impeachment for 
high crimes, misdemeanors, or malfeasance in office, but 
judgment in such cases shall extend only to removal from 
office and disqualification to hold any office of honor, 
trust, or profit in the state. The party, whether convicted 
or acquitted, shall, nevertheless, be liable to trial and pun-
ishment according to law.  

 

ARTICLE IX. PUBLIC DEBT, REVENUE, AND 
TAXATION  

§ 1.  Surrender of power of taxation; uniformity of 
taxes 

Section 1. The power of taxation shall never be surren-
dered, suspended or contracted away. Except as provided 
by section 18 of this article, all taxes shall be uniform up-
on the same class of property within the territorial limits 
of the authority levying the tax, and shall be levied and 
collected for public purposes only.  

§ 2.  Property subject to taxation; exemptions 
Section 2. (1) There shall be exempt from taxation all fed-
eral, state, county and municipal property.  
(2) Property of educational, charitable and religious asso-

ciations or institutions not used or held for profit may 
be exempt from taxation by law.  

(3) Public debts, as evidenced by the bonds of Arizona, its 
counties, municipalities or other subdivisions, shall 
also be exempt from taxation.  

(4)  All household goods owned by the user thereof and 
used solely for noncommercial purposes shall be ex-
empt from taxation, and such person entitled to such 
exemption shall not be required to take any affirma-
tive action to receive the benefit of such exemption.  

(5)  Stocks of raw or finished materials, unassembled parts, 
work in process or finished products constituting the 
inventory of a retailer or wholesaler located within 
the state and principally engaged in the resale of such 
materials, parts or products, whether or not for resale 
to the ultimate consumer, shall be exempt from taxa-
tion.  

(6)  The legislature may exempt personal property that is 
used for agricultural purposes or in a trade or busi-
ness from taxation in a manner provided by law, ex-
cept that the exemption does not apply to any amount 

of the full cash value of the personal property of a 
taxpayer that exceeds fifty thousand dollars. The 
legislature may provide by law to increase the ex-
empt amount according to annual variations in a 
designated national inflation index.  

(7)  The legislature may exempt the property of ceme-
teries that are set apart and used to inter deceased 
human beings from taxation in a manner provided 
by law.  

(8) There shall be further exempt from taxation the 
property of each honorably discharged airman, sol-
dier, sailor, United States marine, member of reve-
nue marine service, the coast guard, nurse corps or 
of any predecessor or of the component of auxiliary 
of any thereof, resident of this state, in the amount 
of:  
(a)  One thousand five hundred dollars if the total 

assessment of such person does not exceed 
three thousand five hundred dollars.  

(b)  One thousand dollars if the total assessment of 
such person does not exceed four thousand dol-
lars.  

(c)  Five hundred dollars if the total assessment of 
such person does not exceed four thousand five 
hundred dollars.  

(d)  Two hundred fifty dollars if the total assess-
ment of such person does not exceed five thou-
sand dollars.  

(e) No exemption if the total assessment of such 
person exceeds five thousand dollars. No such 
exemption shall be made for such person unless 
such person shall have served at least sixty days 
in the military or naval service of the United 
States during World War I or prior wars and 
shall have been a resident of this state prior to 
September 1, 1945.  

(9)  There shall be further exempt from taxation as 
herein provided the property of each honorably 
discharged airman, soldier, sailor, United States ma-
rine, member of revenue marine service, the coast 
guard, nurse corps or of any predecessor or of the 
component of auxiliary of any thereof, resident of 
this state, where such person has a service-
connected disability as determined by the United 
States veterans administration or its successor. No 
such exemption shall be made for such person un-
less he shall have been a resident of this state prior 
to September 1, 1945 or unless such person shall 
have been a resident of this state for at least four 
years prior to his original entry into service as an 
airman, soldier, sailor, United States marine, member 
of revenue marine service, the coast guard, nurse 
corps or of any predecessor or of the component of 
auxiliary of any thereof. The property of such per-
son having a compensable service-connected disabil-
ity exempt from taxation as herein provided shall 
be determined as follows:  
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(a)  If such person's service-connected disability as 
determined by the United States veterans admin-
istration or its successor is sixty per cent or less, 
the property of such person exempt from taxation 
shall be determined by such person's percentage 
of disability multiplied by the assessment of such 
person in the amount of:  
(i)  One thousand five hundred dollars if the 

total assessment of such person does not 
exceed three thousand five hundred dollars.  

(ii)  One thousand dollars if the total assessment 
of such person does not exceed four thou-
sand dollars.  

(iii)  Five hundred dollars if the total assessment 
of such person does not exceed four thou-
sand five hundred dollars.  

(iv)  Two hundred fifty dollars if the total assess-
ment of such person does not exceed five 
thousand dollars.  

(v)  No exemption if the total assessment of such 
person exceeds five thousand dollars.  

(b)  If such person's service-connected disability as 
determined by the United States veterans admin-
istration or its successor is more than sixty per 
cent, the property of such person exempt from 
taxation shall be in the amount of:  
(i)  One thousand five hundred dollars if the 

total assessment of such person does not 
exceed three thousand five hundred dollars.  

(ii) One thousand dollars if the total assessment 
of such person does not exceed four thou-
sand dollars.  

(iii)  Five hundred dollars if the total assessment 
of such person does not exceed four thou-
sand five hundred dollars.  

(iv) Two hundred fifty dollars if the total assess-
ment of such person does not exceed five 
thousand dollars.  

(v)  No exemption if the total assessment of such 
person exceeds five thousand dollars.  

(10) There shall be further exempt from taxation the prop-
erty of each honorably discharged airman, soldier, 
sailor, United States marine, member of revenue ma-
rine service, the coast guard, nurse corps or of any 
predecessor or of the component of auxiliary of any 
thereof, resident of this state, where such person has a 
nonservice-connected total and permanent disability, 
physical or mental, as so certified by the United States 
veterans administration, or its successor, or such other 
certification as provided by law, in the amount of:  
(a)  One thousand five hundred dollars if the total 

assessment of such person does not exceed three 
thousand five hundred dollars.  

(b)  One thousand dollars if the total assessment of 
such person does not exceed four thousand dol-
lars.  

(c)  Five hundred dollars if the total assessment of 
such person does not exceed four thousand five 
hundred dollars.  

(d)  Two hundred fifty dollars if the total assess-
ment of such person does not exceed five thou-
sand dollars.  

(e)  No exemption if the total assessment of such 
person exceeds five thousand dollars.  

 No such exemption shall be made for such per-
son unless he shall have served at least sixty 
days in the military or naval service of the 
United States during time of war after World 
War I and shall have been a resident of this 
state prior to September 1, 1945.  

(11) There shall be further exempt from taxation the 
property of each widow, resident of this state, in the 
amount of:  
(a)  One thousand five hundred dollars if the total 

assessment of such widow does not exceed 
three thousand five hundred dollars.  

(b)  One thousand dollars if the total assessment of 
such widow does not exceed four thousand dol-
lars.  

(c)  Five hundred dollars if the total assessment of 
such widow does not exceed four thousand five 
hundred dollars.  

(d)  Two hundred fifty dollars if the total assess-
ment of such widow does not exceed five thou-
sand dollars.  

(e)  No exemption if the total assessment of such 
widow exceeds five thousand dollars. In order 
to qualify for this exemption, the income from 
all sources of such widow, together with the 
income from all sources of all children of such 
widow residing with the widow in her residence 
in the year immediately preceding the year for 
which such widow applies for this exemption, 
shall not exceed:  
1.  Seven thousand dollars if none of the wid-

ow's children under the age of eighteen 
years resided with her in such widow's 
residence; or  

2.  Ten thousand dollars if one or more of the 
widow's children residing with her in such 
widow's residence was under the age of 
eighteen years, or was totally and perma-
nently disabled, physically or mentally, as 
certified by competent medical authority 
as provided by law. Such widow shall have 
resided with her last spouse in this state at 
the time of the spouse's death if she was 
not a widow and a resident of this state 
prior to January 1, 1969.  

(12) No property shall be exempt which has been con-
veyed to evade taxation. The total exemption from 
taxation granted to the property owned by a person 
who qualifies for any exemption in accordance with 
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the terms of subsections (8), (9), (10) or (11) shall not 
exceed one thousand five hundred dollars. The provi-
sions of this section shall be self-executing.  

(13) All property in the state not exempt under the laws of 
the United States or under this constitution or exempt 
by law under the provisions of this section shall be 
subject to taxation to be ascertained as provided by 
law.  

§ 2.1.  Exemption from tax; property of widowers 
Section 2.1. There shall be further exempt from taxation 
the property of each widower, resident of this state, in the 
amount of:  
1. One thousand five hundred dollars if the total assess-

ment of such widower does not exceed three thousand 
five hundred dollars.  

2. One thousand dollars if the total assessment of such 
widower does not exceed four thousand dollars.  

3. Five hundred dollars if the total assessment of such 
widower does not exceed four thousand five hundred 
dollars.  

4. Two hundred fifty dollars if the total assessment of 
such widower does not exceed five thousand dollars.  

5.  No exemption if the total assessment of such widower 
exceeds five thousand dollars. In order to qualify for 
this exemption, the income from all sources of such 
widower, together with the income from all sources of 
all children of such widower residing with the widow-
er in his residence in the year immediately preceding 
the year for which such widower applies for this ex-
emption, shall not exceed:  
1.  Seven thousand dollars if none of the widower's 

children under the age of eighteen years resided 
with him in such widower's residence; or  

2.  Ten thousand dollars if one or more of the wid-
ower's children residing with him in such widow-
er's residence was under the age of eighteen years, 
or was totally and permanently disabled, physical-
ly or mentally, as certified by competent medical 
authority as provided by law. Such widower shall 
have resided with his last spouse in this state at 
the time of the spouse's death if he was not a wid-
ower and a resident of this state prior to January 
1, 1969. No property shall be exempt which has 
been conveyed to evade taxation. The total ex-
emption from taxation granted to the property 
owned by a person who qualifies for any exemp-
tion in accordance with the terms of this section 
shall not exceed one thousand five hundred dol-
lars. This section shall be self-executing. 

§ 2.2.  Exemption from tax; property of persons who 
are disabled 

Section 2.2. A. There shall be further exempt from taxa-
tion the property of each person who, after age seventeen, 
has been medically certified as totally and permanently 
disabled, in the amount of:  

1. One thousand five hundred dollars if the total 
assessment of such person does not exceed 
three thousand five hundred dollars.  

2.  One thousand dollars if the total assessment of 
such person does not exceed four thousand dol-
lars.  

3.  Five hundred dollars if the total assessment of 
such person does not exceed four thousand five 
hundred dollars.  
4.  Two hundred fifty dollars if the total as-

sessment of such person does not exceed 
five thousand dollars.  

5.  No exemption if the total assessment of such 
person exceeds five thousand dollars. The legis-
lature may by law prescribe criteria for medical 
certification of such disability.  

B.  The income from all sources of the person who is 
disabled, the person's spouse and all of the person's 
children who reside in the person's residence in the 
year immediately preceding the year for which the 
person applies for this exemption shall not exceed:  
1.  Seven thousand dollars if none of the person's 

children under the age of eighteen years resided 
in the person's residence; or  

2.  Ten thousand dollars if one or more of the per-
son's children residing in the residence was un-
der the age of eighteen years or was totally and 
permanently disabled, physically or mentally, as 
certified by competent medical authority as 
provided by law.  

C.  No property shall be exempt which has been con-
veyed to evade taxation. The total exemption from 
taxation granted to the property owned by a person 
who qualifies for any exemption in accordance with 
the terms of this section shall not exceed one thou-
sand five hundred dollars. This section shall be self-
executing.  

§ 2.3.  Exemption from tax; increase in amount of 
exemptions, assessments and income 

Section 2.3. The legislature may by law increase the 
amount of the exemptions, the total permissible amount 
of assessments or the permissible amount of income 
from all sources prescribed in sections 2, 2.1 and 2.2 of 
this article.  

§ 3.  Annual tax; purposes; amount; tax laws; pay-
ment of taxes into state treasury 

Section 3. The legislature shall provide by law for an 
annual tax sufficient, with other sources of revenue, to 
defray the necessary ordinary expenses of the state for 
each fiscal year. And for the purpose of paying the state 
debt, if there be any, the legislature shall provide for 
levying an annual tax sufficient to pay the annual inter-
est and the principal of such debt within twenty-five 
years from the final passage of the law creating the 
debt. No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of law, 
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and every law imposing a tax shall state distinctly the ob-
ject of the tax, to which object only it shall be applied.  
 All taxes levied and collected for state purposes shall 

be paid into the state treasury in money only.  

§ 4.  Fiscal year; annual statement of receipts and 
expenditures; deficit 

Section 4. The fiscal year shall commence on the first day 
of July in each year. An accurate statement of the receipts 
and expenditures of the public money shall be published 
annually, in such manner as shall be provided by law. 
Whenever the expenses of any fiscal year shall exceed the 
income, the legislature may provide for levying a tax for 
the ensuing fiscal year sufficient, with other sources of 
income, to pay the deficiency, as well as the estimated ex-
penses of the ensuing fiscal year. 

§ 5.  Power of state to contract debts; purposes; limit; 
restrictions 

Section 5. The state may contract debts to supply the cas-
ual deficits or failures in revenues, or to meet expenses 
not otherwise provided for; but the aggregate amount of 
such debts, direct and contingent, whether contracted by 
virtue of one or more laws, or at different periods of time, 
shall never exceed the sum of three hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars; and the money arising from the creation 
of such debts shall be applied to the purpose for which it 
was obtained or to repay the debts so contracted, and to 
no other purpose.  
 In addition to the above limited power to contract 
debts the state may borrow money to repel invasion, sup-
press insurrection, or defend the state in time of war; but 
the money thus raised shall be applied exclusively to the 
object for which the loan shall have been authorized or to 
the repayment of the debt thereby created. No money 
shall be paid out of the state treasury, except in the man-
ner provided by law. 

§ 6.  Local assessments and taxes 
Section 6. Incorporated cities, towns, and villages may be 
vested by law with power to make local improvements by 
special assessments, or by special taxation of property ben-
efited. For all corporate purposes, all municipal corpora-
tions may be vested with authority to assess and collect 
taxes. 

§ 7.  Gift or loan of credit; subsidies; stock owner-
ship; joint ownership 

Section 7. Neither the state, nor any county, city, town, 
municipality, or other subdivision of the state shall ever 
give or loan its credit in the aid of, or make any donation 
or grant, by subsidy or otherwise, to any individual, associ-
ation, or corporation, or become a subscriber to, or a 
shareholder in, any company or corporation, or become a 
joint owner with any person, company, or corporation, 
except as to such ownerships as may accrue to the state by 
operation or provision of law or as authorized by law 
solely for investment of the monies in the various funds of 
the state.  

§ 8.  Local debt limits; assent of taxpayers 
Section 8. (1) No county, city, town, school district, or 
other municipal corporation shall for any purpose be-
come indebted in any manner to an amount exceeding 
six per centum of the taxable property in such county, 
city, town, school district, or other municipal corpora-
tion, without the assent of a majority of the property 
taxpayers, who must also in all respects be qualified 
electors, therein voting at an election provided by law 
to be held for that purpose, the value of the taxable 
property therein to be ascertained by the last assess-
ment for state and county purposes, previous to incur-
ring such indebtedness; except, that in incorporated cit-
ies and towns assessments shall be taken from the last 
assessment for city or town purposes; provided, that 
under no circumstances shall any county or school dis-
trict become indebted to an amount exceeding fifteen 
per centum of such taxable property, as shown by the 
last assessment roll thereof; and provided further, that 
any incorporated city or town, with such assent, may be 
allowed to become indebted to a larger amount, but not 
exceeding twenty per centum additional, for supplying 
such city or town with water, artificial light, or sewers, 
when the works for supplying such water, light, or sew-
ers are or shall be owned and controlled by the munici-
pality, and for the acquisition and development by the 
incorporated city or town of land or interests therein 
for open space preserves, parks, playgrounds and recrea-
tional facilities, public safety, law enforcement, fire and 
emergency services facilities and streets and transporta-
tion facilities.  
(2)  The provisions of section 18, subsections (3), (4), (5) 

and (6) of this article shall not apply to this section.  

§ 8.1.  Unified school district debt limit 
Section 8.1. (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of sec-
tion 8 of this article a unified school district may be-
come indebted to an amount not exceeding thirty per 
cent of the taxable property of the school district, as 
shown by the last assessment roll thereof. For purposes 
of this section, a unified school district is a single school 
district which provides education to the area within the 
district for grades kindergarten through twelve and 
which area is not subject to taxation by any other com-
mon or high school district.  
(2) The provisions of section 18, subsections (3), (4), (5) 

and (6) of this article shall not apply to this section.  

§ 9.  Statement of tax and objects 
Section 9. Every law which imposes, continues, or re-
vives a tax shall distinctly state the tax and the objects 
for which it shall be applied; and it shall not be suffi-
cient to refer to any other law to fix such tax or object.  

§ 10.  Aid of church, private or sectarian school, or 
public service corporation 
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Section 10. No tax shall be laid or appropriation of public 
money made in aid of any church, or private or sectarian 
school, or any public service corporation. 

§ 11.  Taxing procedure; license tax on registered ve-
hicles 

Section 11. From and after December 31, 1973, the man-
ner, method and mode of assessing, equalizing and levying 
taxes in the state of Arizona shall be such as is prescribed 
by law. From and after December 31, 1973, a license tax is 
hereby imposed on vehicles registered for operation upon 
the highways in Arizona, which license tax shall be in lieu 
of all ad valorem property taxes on any vehicle subject to 
such license tax. Such license tax shall be collected as pro-
vided by law. To facilitate an even distribution of the reg-
istration of vehicles and the collection of the license tax 
imposed by this section, the legislature may provide for 
different times or periods of registration between and 
within the several classes of vehicles. In the event that a 
vehicle is destroyed after the beginning of a registration 
year, the license tax paid for such year on such vehicle 
may be reduced as provided by law.  
 From and after December 31, 1973, mobile homes, 
as defined by law for tax purposes, shall not be subject to 
the license tax imposed under the provisions of this sec-
tion but shall be subject to ad valorem property taxes on 
any mobile homes in the manner provided by law. Distri-
bution of the proceeds derived from such tax shall be as 
provided by law.  
 From and after December 31, 1973, the legislature 
shall provide for the distribution of the proceeds from 
such license tax to the state, counties, school districts, cit-
ies and towns. 

§ 12.  Authority to provide for levy and collection of 
license and other taxes 

Section 12. The law-making power shall have authority to 
provide for the levy and collection of license, franchise, 
gross revenue, excise, income, collateral and direct inher-
itance, legacy, and succession taxes, also graduated income 
taxes, graduated collateral and direct inheritance taxes, 
graduated legacy and succession taxes, stamp, registration, 
production, or other specific taxes. 

§ 12.1. Temporary taxes; repeal from and after May 31, 
2013  

Section 12.1. A. A temporary tax is levied for the purpose 
of raising state revenues for primary and secondary educa-
tion, health and human services and public safety. 
B. The temporary tax is levied and shall be collected 

beginning on June 1, 2010 and shall continue for thir-
ty-six consecutive calendar months, after which the 
temporary tax is repealed. 

C. The temporary tax is levied as a separate rate incre-
ment in addition to the state transaction privilege tax 
rates and the use tax rate. The rate of the temporary 
tax is one per cent of the tax base for each transaction 
privilege classification that is subject to a rate of five 

per cent or more and one per cent of the tax base 
for the use tax. 

D. The temporary tax is subject to the same exemp-
tions, deductions and exclusions as provided by law 
for each transaction privilege tax classification and 
for the use tax. 

E. The net revenues derived from the temporary tax 
imposed by this section are not subject to distribu-
tion to counties, municipalities or other governmen-
tal entities but shall be credited to, and separately 
accounted in, the state general fund and appropriat-
ed as follows: 
1. Two-thirds of the revenues shall be appropriat-

ed for public primary and secondary education. 
2. One-third of the revenues shall be appropriated 

for health and human services and public safety 
purposes. 

F. The temporary taxes under this section are due and 
payable at the same time and in the same manner, 
and are subject to the same provisions for admin-
istration and enforcement, as provided by law for 
other transaction privilege and use taxes. 

G. The repeal of the temporary tax under this section 
does not affect the continuing validity of outstand-
ing and unpaid tax obligations that accrue under 
this section, including any penalties and interest 
that accrue thereafter by law on the unpaid obliga-
tions. 

H. The temporary tax under this section is repealed 
from and after May 31, 2013.  

§ 13.  Inventory, materials and products of manufac-
turers; production livestock and animals; tax 
exemption 

Section 13. No tax shall be levied on:  
1.  Raw or unfinished materials, unassembled parts, 

work in process or finished products, constituting 
the inventory of a manufacturer or manufacturing 
establishment located within the state and princi-
pally engaged in the fabrication, production and 
manufacture of products, wares and articles for use, 
from raw or prepared materials, imparting thereto 
new forms, qualities, properties and combinations, 
which materials, parts, work in process or finished 
products are not consigned or billed to any other 
party.  

2.  Livestock, poultry, aquatic animals and honeybees 
owned by a person who is principally engaged in 
agricultural production, subject to such conditions 
as may be prescribed by law. 

§ 14.  Use and distribution of vehicle, user, and gas-
oline and diesel tax receipts 

Section 14. No moneys derived from fees, excises, or 
license taxes relating to registration, operation, or use of 
vehicles on the public highways or streets or to fuels or 
any other energy source used for the propulsion of ve-
hicles on the public highways or streets, shall be ex-
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pended for other than highway and street purposes in-
cluding the cost of administering the state highway system 
and the laws creating such fees, excises, or license taxes, 
statutory refunds and adjustments provided by law, pay-
ment of principal and interest on highway and street 
bonds and obligations, expenses of state enforcement of 
traffic laws and state administration of traffic safety pro-
grams, payment of costs of publication and distribution of 
Arizona highways magazine, state costs of construction, 
reconstruction, maintenance or repair of public highways, 
streets or bridges, costs of rights of way acquisitions and 
expenses related thereto, roadside development, and for 
distribution to counties, incorporated cities and towns to 
be used by them solely for highway and street purposes 
including costs of rights of way acquisitions and expenses 
related thereto, construction, reconstruction, maintenance, 
repair, roadside development, of county, city and town 
roads, streets, and bridges and payment of principal and 
interest on highway and street bonds. As long as the total 
highway user revenues derived equals or exceeds the total 
derived in the fiscal year ending June 30, 1970, the state 
and any county shall not receive from such revenues for 
the use of each and for distribution to cities and towns, 
fewer dollars than were received and distributed in such 
fiscal year. This section shall not apply to moneys derived 
from the automobile license tax imposed under section 11 
of article IX of the Constitution of Arizona. All moneys 
collected in accordance with this section shall be distrib-
uted as provided by law.  

§ 15.  License tax on aircraft 
Section 15. Commencing January 1, 1965, a license tax is 
imposed on aircraft registered for operation in Arizona, 
which license tax shall be in lieu of all ad valorem proper-
ty taxes on any aircraft subject thereto, but nothing in this 
section shall be deemed to apply to:  
1.  Regularly scheduled aircraft operated by an air line 

company for the primary purpose of carrying persons 
or property for hire in interstate, intrastate, or interna-
tional transportation.  

2.  Aircraft owned and held by an aircraft dealer solely 
for purposes of sale.  

3.  Aircraft owned by a nonresident who operates aircraft 
for a period not in excess of ninety days in any one 
calendar year, provided that such aircraft are not en-
gaged in any intrastate commercial activity.  

4.  Aircraft owned and operated exclusively in the public 
service by the state or by any political subdivision 
thereof, or by the civil air patrol.  

The amount, manner, method and mode of assessing, 
equalizing and levying such license tax and the distribu-
tion of the proceeds therefrom shall be prescribed by law. 

§ 16.  Exemption of watercraft from ad valorem prop-
erty taxes 

Section 16. Commencing January 1, 1967, all watercraft 

registered for operation in Arizona, excluding watercraft 

owned and operated for any commercial purpose, is ex-

empt from ad valorem property taxes. Watercraft ex-

empt from ad valorem property taxes shall be subject to 

or exempt from a license tax, as may be prescribed by 

law. "Watercraft", as used in this section, shall be de-

fined as provided by law. 

§ 17.  Economic estimates commission; appropria-
tion limitation; powers and duties of commis-
sion 

Section 17. (1) The economic estimates commission 
shall be established by law, with a membership of not to 
exceed three members, and shall determine and publish 
prior to February 1 of each year the estimated total per-
sonal income for the following fiscal year. By April 1 of 
each year the commission shall determine and publish a 
final estimate of the total personal income for the fol-
lowing fiscal year, which estimate shall be used in com-
puting the appropriations limit for the legislature. For 
the purposes of this section, "total personal income" 
means the dollar amount that will be reported as total 
income by persons for the state of Arizona by the U. S. 
department of commerce or its successor agency.  
(2)  For purposes of this section, "state revenues":  

(a) Include all monies, revenues, fees, fines, penalties, 
funds, tuitions, property and receipts of any 
kind whatsoever received by or for the account 
of the state or any of its agencies, departments, 
offices, boards, commissions, authorities, coun-
cils and institutions except as provided in this 
subsection.  

(b)  Do not include:  
(i)  Any amounts or property received from 

the issuance or incurrence of bonds or 
other lawful long-term obligations issued 
or incurred for a specific purpose. For the 
purpose of this subdivision long-term obli-
gations shall not include warrants issued 
in the ordinary course of operation or 
registered for payment by the state.  

(ii) Any amounts or property received as pay-
ment of dividends or interest.  

(iii) Any amounts or property received by the 
state in the capacity of trustee, custodian 
or agent.  

(iv) Any amounts received from employers for 
deposit in the unemployment compensa-
tion fund or any successor fund.  

(v) Any amounts collected by the state for 
distribution to counties, cities and towns 
without specific restrictions on the use of 
the funds other than the restrictions in-
cluded in section 14 of this article.  

(vi) Any amounts received as grants, aid, con-
tributions or gifts of any type, except vol-
untary contributions or other contribu-
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tions received directly or indirectly in lieu of 
taxes.  

(vii) Any amounts received as the proceeds from 
the sale, lease or redemption of property or 
as consideration for services or the use of 
property.  

(viii) Any amounts received pursuant to a transfer 
during a fiscal year from another agency, 
department, office, board, commission, au-
thority, council or institution of the state 
which were included as state revenues for 
such fiscal year or which are excluded from 
state revenue under other provisions of this 
subsection.  

(ix) Any amounts attributable to an increase in 
the rates of tax subsequent to July 1, 1979 on 
vehicle users, gasoline and diesel fuel which 
were levied on July 1, 1979.  

(x)  Any amounts received during a fiscal year as 
refunds, reimbursements or other recoveries 
of amounts appropriated which were applied 
against the appropriation limitation for such 
fiscal year or which were excluded from 
state revenues under other provisions of this 
subsection.  

(3)  The legislature shall not appropriate for any fiscal 
year state revenues in excess of seven per cent of the 
total personal income of the state for that fiscal year 
as determined by the economic estimates commission. 
The limitation may be exceeded upon affirmative vote 
of two-thirds of the membership of each house of the 
legislature on each measure that appropriates amounts 
in excess of the limitation. If the legislature authorizes 
a specific dollar amount of appropriation for more 
than one fiscal year, for the purpose of measuring 
such appropriation against the appropriation limita-
tion, the entire amount appropriated shall be applied 
against the limitation in the first fiscal year during 
which any expenditures are authorized, and in no oth-
er fiscal year.  

(4)  In order to permit the transference of governmental 
functions or funding responsibilities between the fed-
eral and state governments and between the state gov-
ernment and its political subdivisions without abridg-
ing the purpose of this section to limit state appropri-
ations to a percentage of total personal income, the 
legislature shall provide for adjustments of the appro-
priation percentage limitation consistent with the fol-
lowing principles:  
(a)  If the federal government assumes all or any part 

of the cost of providing a governmental function 
which the state previously funded in whole or in 
part, the appropriation limitation shall be com-
mensurately decreased.  

(b)  If the federal government requires the state to 
assume all or any part of the cost of providing a 
governmental function the appropriation limita-
tion shall be commensurately increased.  

(c)  If the state assumes all or any part of the cost of 
providing a governmental function and the 
state requires the political subdivision, which 
previously funded all or any part of the cost of 
the function to commensurately decrease its tax 
revenues, the appropriation percentage limita-
tion shall be commensurately increased.  

(d)  If a political subdivision assumes all or any part 
of the cost of providing a governmental func-
tion previously funded in whole or in part by 
the state, the appropriation percentage limita-
tion shall be commensurately decreased. Any 
adjustments made pursuant to this subsection 
shall be made for the first fiscal year of the as-
sumption of the cost. Such adjustment shall 
remain in effect for each subsequent fiscal year.  

§ 18.  Residential ad valorem tax limits; limit on 
increase in values; definitions 

Section 18. (1) The maximum amount of ad valorem 
taxes that may be collected from residential proper-
ty in any tax year shall not exceed one per cent of 
the property's full cash value as limited by this sec-
tion. 
(2)  The limitation provided in subsection (1) does 

not apply to: 
(a)  Ad valorem taxes or special assessments 

levied to pay the principal of and interest 
and redemption charges on bonded in-
debtedness or other lawful long-term obli-
gations issued or incurred for a specific 
purpose. 

(b)  Ad valorem taxes or assessments levied by 
or for property improvement assessment 
districts, improvement districts and other 
special purpose districts other than coun-
ties, cities, towns, school districts and com-
munity college districts. 

(c)  Ad valorem taxes levied pursuant to an 
election to exceed a budget, expenditure 
or tax limitation. 

(3)  Except as otherwise provided by subsections (5), 
(6) and (7) of this section: 
(a)  Through tax year 2014, the value of real 

property and improvements and the value 
of mobile homes used for all ad valorem 
taxes except those specified in subsection 
(2) shall be the lesser of the full cash value 
of the property or an amount ten per cent 
greater than the value of property deter-
mined pursuant to this subsection for the 
prior year or an amount equal to the value 
of property determined pursuant to this 
subsection for the prior year plus one-
fourth of the difference between such val-
ue and the full cash value of the property 
for current tax year, whichever is greater. 
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(b)  For the purposes of taxes levied beginning in 
tax year 2015, the value of real property and 
improvements, including mobile homes, used 
for all ad valorem taxes shall be the lesser of 
the full cash value of the property or an 
amount five per cent greater than the value 
of property determined pursuant to this sub-
section for the prior year. 

(4)  The legislature shall by law provide a method of 
determining the value, subject to the provisions of 
subsection (3), of new property. 

(5)  The limitation on increases in the value of prop-
erty prescribed in subsection (3) does not apply to 
equalization orders that the legislature specifically 
exempts by law from such limitation. 

(6)  Subsection (3) does not apply to: 
(a)  Property used in the business of patented or 

unpatented producing mines and the mills 
and the smelters operated in connection 
with the mines. 

(b)  Producing oil, gas and geothermal interests. 
(c)  Real property, improvements thereto and 

personal property used thereon used in the 
operation of telephone, telegraph, gas, water 
and electric utility companies. 

(d)  Aircraft that is regularly scheduled and oper-
ated by an airline company for the primary 
purpose of carrying persons or property for 
hire in interstate, intrastate or international 
transportation. 

(e)  Standing timber. 
(f)  Property used in the operation of pipelines. 
(g)  Personal property regardless of use except 

mobile homes. 
(7)  A resident of this state who is sixty-five years of 

age or older may apply to the county assessor for 
a property valuation protection option on the 
person's primary residence, including not more 
than ten acres of undeveloped appurtenant land. 
To be eligible for the property valuation protec-
tion option, the resident shall make application 
and furnish documentation required by the asses-
sor on or before September 1. If the resident fails 
to file the application on or before September 1, 
the assessor shall process the application for the 
subsequent year. If the resident files an applica-
tion with the assessor on or before September 1, 
the assessor shall notify the resident whether the 
application is accepted or denied on or before 
December 1. The resident may apply for a proper-
ty valuation protection option after residing in the 
primary residence for two years. If one person 
owns the property, the person's total income from 
all sources including nontaxable income shall not 
exceed four hundred per cent of the supplemental 
security income benefit rate established by section 
1611(b)(1) of the social security act. If the property 

is owned by two or more persons, including a 
husband and wife, at least one of the owners 
must be sixty-five years of age or older and the 
owners' combined total income from all sources 
including nontaxable income shall not exceed 
five hundred per cent of the supplemental secu-
rity income benefit rate established by section 
1611(b)(1) of the social security act. The assessor 
shall review the owner's income qualifications 
on a triennial basis and shall use the owner's 
average total income during the previous three 
years for the review. If the county assessor ap-
proves a property valuation protection option, 
the value of the primary residence shall remain 
fixed at the valuation determined pursuant to 
subsection (3) that is in effect during the year 
the property valuation protection option is filed 
and as long as the owner remains eligible. To 
remain eligible, the county assessor shall re-
quire a qualifying resident to reapply for the 
property valuation protection option every 
three years and shall send a notice of reapplica-
tion to qualifying residents six months before 
the three year reapplication requirement. If title 
to the property is conveyed to any person who 
does not qualify for the property valuation pro-
tection option, the property valuation protec-
tion option terminates, and the property shall 
revert to its current full cash value. 

(8)  The legislature shall provide by law a system of 
property taxation consistent with the provisions 
of this section. 

(9) For the purposes of this section: 
(a)  "Owner" means the owner of record of the 

property and includes a person who owns 
the majority beneficial interest of a living 
trust. 

(b)  "Primary residence" means all owner occu-
pied real property and improvements to 
that real property in this state that is a 
single family home, condominium or 
townhouse or an owner occupied mobile 
home and that is used for residential pur-
poses.   

§ 19.  Limitation on annual increases in local ad 
valorem tax levies; exceptions 

Section 19. (1) The maximum amount of ad valorem 
taxes levied by any county, city, town or community 
college district shall not exceed an amount two per cent 
greater than the amount levied in the preceding year.  
(2) The limitation prescribed by subsection (1) does not 

apply to:  
(a)  Ad valorem taxes or special assessments levied 

to pay the principal of and the interest and re-
demption charges on bonded indebtedness or 
other lawful long-term obligations issued or 
incurred for a specific purpose.  
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(b)  Ad valorem taxes or assessments levied by or for 
property improvement assessment districts, im-
provement districts and other special purpose 
districts other than counties, cities, towns and 
community college districts.  

(c)  Ad valorem taxes levied by counties for support 
of school districts.  

(3)  This section applies to all tax years beginning after 
December 31, 1981.  

(4)  The limitation prescribed by subsection (1) shall be 
increased each year to the maximum permissible lim-
it, whether or not the political subdivision actually 
levies ad valorem taxes to such amounts, except that 
beginning in 2007 the limitation prescribed by subsec-
tion (1) shall be computed from the actual tax levy of 
the county, city, town or community college district in 
2005.  

(5)  The voters, in the manner prescribed by law, may 
elect to allow ad valorem taxation in excess of the 
limitation prescribed by this section.  

(6)  The limitation prescribed by subsection (1) of this sec-
tion shall be increased by the amount of ad valorem 
taxes levied against property not subject to taxation in 
the prior year and shall be decreased by the amount 
of ad valorem taxes levied against property subject to 
taxation in the prior year and not subject to taxation 
in the current year. Such amounts of ad valorem taxes 
shall be computed using the rate applied to property 
not subject to this subsection.  

(7) The legislature shall provide by law for the implemen-
tation of this section.  

§ 20. Expenditure limitation; adjustments; reporting 
Section 20. (1) The economic estimates commission shall 
determine and publish prior to April 1 of each year the 
expenditure limitation for the following fiscal year for 
each county, city and town. The expenditure limitations 
shall be determined by adjusting the amount of actual 
payments of local revenues for each such political subdivi-
sion for fiscal year 1979-1980 to reflect the changes in the 
population of each political subdivision and the cost of 
living. The governing board of any political subdivision 
shall not authorize expenditures of local revenues in ex-
cess of the limitation prescribed in this section, except as 
provided in subsections (2), (6) and (9) of this section.  
(2)  Expenditures in excess of the limitations determined 

pursuant to subsection (1) of this section may be au-
thorized as follows:  
(a) Upon affirmative vote of two-thirds of the mem-

bers of the governing board for expenditures di-
rectly necessitated by a natural or man-made dis-
aster declared by the governor. Any expenditures 
in excess of the expenditure limitation, as author-
ized by this paragraph, shall not affect the deter-
mination of the expenditure limitation pursuant 
to subsection (1) of this section in any subsequent 
years. Any expenditures authorized pursuant to 

this paragraph shall be made either in the fiscal 
year in which the disaster is declared or in the 
succeeding fiscal year.  

(b) Upon the affirmative vote of seventy per cent of 
the members of the governing board for ex-
penditures directly necessitated by a natural or 
man-made disaster not declared by the gover-
nor, subject to the following:  
(i)  The governing board reducing expendi-

tures below the expenditure limitation 
determined pursuant to subsection (1) of 
this section by the amount of the excess 
expenditure for the fiscal year following a 
fiscal year in which excess expenditures 
were made pursuant to this paragraph; or  

(ii)  Approval of the excess expenditure by a 
majority of the qualified electors voting 
either at a special election held by the 
governing board or at a regularly sched-
uled election for the nomination or elec-
tion of the members of the governing 
board, in the manner provided by law. If 
the excess expenditure is not approved by 
a majority of the qualified electors voting, 
the governing board shall for the fiscal 
year which immediately follows the fiscal 
year in which the excess expenditures are 
made, reduce expenditures below the ex-
penditure limitation determined pursuant 
to subsection (1) of this section by the 
amount of the excess expenditures. Any 
expenditures in excess of the expenditure 
limitation, as authorized by this paragraph, 
shall not affect the determination of the 
expenditure limitation pursuant to subsec-
tion (1) of this section in any subsequent 
years. Any expenditures pursuant to this 
paragraph shall be made either in the fis-
cal year in which the disaster occurs or in 
the succeeding fiscal year.  

(c)  Upon affirmative vote of at least two-thirds of the 
members of the governing board and approval by a 
majority of the qualified electors voting either at a 
special election held by the governing board in a 
manner prescribed by law, or at a regularly sched-
uled election for the nomination or election of the 
members of the governing board. Such approval by 
a majority of the qualified electors voting shall be 
for a specific amount in excess of the expenditure 
limitation, and such approval must occur prior to 
the fiscal year in which the expenditure limitation 
is to be exceeded. Any expenditures in excess of the 
expenditure limitation, as authorized by this subdi-
vision, shall not affect the determination of the ex-
penditure limitation pursuant to subsection (1) of 
this section, in subsequent years.  

(3)  As used in this section:  
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(a) "Base limit" means the amount of actual payments 
of local revenues for fiscal year 1979-1980 as used 
to determine the expenditure limitation pursuant 
to subsection (1) of this section.  

(b)  "Cost of living" means either:  
(i)  The price of goods and services as measured 

by the implicit price deflator for the gross 
national product or its successor as reported 
by the United States department of com-
merce or its successor agency.  

(ii)  A different measure or index of the cost of 
living adopted at the direction of the legisla-
ture, by concurrent resolution, upon affirma-
tive vote of two-thirds of the membership of 
each house of the legislature. Such measure 
or index shall apply for subsequent fiscal 
years, except it shall not apply for the fiscal 
year following the adoption of such measure 
or index if the measure or index is adopted 
after March 1 of the preceding fiscal year.  

(c) "Expenditure" means any authorization for the pay-
ment of local revenues.  

(d) "Local revenues" includes all monies, revenues, funds, 
fees, fines, penalties, tuitions, property and receipts of 
any kind whatsoever received by or for the account of 
a political subdivision or any of its agencies, depart-
ments, offices, boards, commissions, authorities, coun-
cils and institutions, except:  
(i)  Any amounts or property received from the issu-

ance or incurrence of bonds or other lawful long-
term obligations issued or incurred for a specific 
purpose, or collected or segregated to make pay-
ments or deposits required by a contract concern-
ing such bonds or obligations. For the purpose of 
this subdivision long-term obligations shall not 
include warrants issued in the ordinary course of 
operation or registered for payment, by a political 
subdivision.  

(ii) Any amounts or property received as payment of 
dividends or interest, or any gain on the sale or 
redemption of investment securities, the purchase 
of which is authorized by law.  

(iii) Any amounts or property received by a political 
subdivision in the capacity of trustee, custodian or 
agent.  

(iv) Any amounts received as grants and aid of any 
type received from the federal government or any 
of its agencies.  

(v) Any amounts received as grants, aid, contributions 
or gifts of any type except amounts received di-
rectly or indirectly in lieu of taxes received direct-
ly or indirectly from any private agency or organ-
ization or any individual.  

(vi)  Any amounts received from the state which are 
included within the appropriation limitation pre-
scribed in section 17 of this article.  

(vii)  Any amounts received pursuant to a transfer 
during a fiscal year from another agency, de-
partment, office, board, commission, authority, 
council or institution of the same political sub-
division which were included as local revenues 
for such fiscal year or which are excluded from 
local revenue under other provisions of this 
section.  

(viii) Any amounts or property accumulated for the 
purpose of purchasing land, buildings or im-
provements or constructing buildings or im-
provements, if such accumulation and purpose 
have been approved by the voters of the politi-
cal subdivision.  

(ix)  Any amounts received pursuant to section 14 of 
this article which are greater than the amount 
received in fiscal year 1979-1980.  

(x)  Any amounts received in return for goods or 
services pursuant to a contract with another 
political subdivision, school district, community 
college district or the state, and expended by 
the other political subdivision, school district, 
community college district or the state pursu-
ant to the expenditure limitation in effect when 
the amounts are expended by the other politi-
cal subdivision, school district, community col-
lege district or the state.  

(xi)  Any amounts expended for the construction, 
reconstruction, operation or maintenance of a 
hospital financially supported by a city or town 
prior to January 1, 1980.  

(xii) Any amounts or property collected to pay the 
principal of and interest on any warrants issued 
by a political subdivision and outstanding as of 
July 1, 1979.  

(xiii) Any amounts received during a fiscal year as 
refunds, reimbursements or other recoveries of 
amounts expended which were applied against 
the expenditure limitation for such fiscal year 
or which were excluded from local revenues 
under other provisions of this subsection.  

(xiv) Any amounts received collected by the counties 
for distribution to school districts pursuant to 
state law.  

(e)  "Political subdivision" means any county, city or 
town. This definition applies only to this section 
and does not otherwise modify the commonly ac-
cepted definition of political subdivision.  

(f) " Population" means either:  
(i)  The periodic census conducted by the United 

States department of commerce or its successor 
agency, or the annual update of such census by 
the department of economic security or its suc-
cessor agency.  

(ii)  A different measure or index of population 
adopted at the direction of the legislature, by 
concurrent resolution, upon affirmative vote of 
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two-thirds of the membership of each house of 
the legislature. Such measure or index shall apply 
for subsequent fiscal years, except it shall not ap-
ply for the fiscal year following the adoption of 
such measure or index if the measure or index is 
adopted after March 1 of the preceding fiscal year.  

(4) The economic estimates commission shall adjust the 
base limit to reflect subsequent transfers of all or any 
part of the cost of providing a governmental function, 
in a manner prescribed by law. The adjustment pro-
vided for in this subsection shall be used in determin-
ing the expenditure limitation pursuant to subsection 
(1) of this section beginning with the fiscal year imme-
diately following the transfer.  

(5) The economic estimates commission shall adjust the 
base limit to reflect any subsequent annexation, crea-
tion of a new political subdivision, consolidation or 
change in the boundaries of a political subdivision, in 
a manner prescribed by law. The adjustment provided 
for in this subsection shall be used in determining the 
expenditure limitation pursuant to subsection (1) of 
this section beginning with the fiscal year immediately 
following the annexation, creation of a new political 
subdivision, consolidation or change in the boundaries 
of a political subdivision.  

(6) Any political subdivision may adjust the base limit by 
the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members of 
the governing board or by initiative, in the manner 
provided by law, and in either instance by approval of 
the proposed adjustment by a majority of the qualified 
electors voting at a regularly scheduled general elec-
tion or at a nonpartisan election held for the nomina-
tion or election of the members of the governing 
board. The impact of the modification of the expendi-
ture limitation shall appear on the ballot and in pub-
licity pamphlets, as provided by law. Any adjustment, 
pursuant to this subsection, of the base limit shall be 
used in determining the expenditure limitation pursu-
ant to subsection (1) of this section beginning with the 
fiscal year immediately following the approval, as pro-
vided by law.  

(7) The legislature shall provide for expenditure limita-
tions for such special districts as it deems necessary.  

(8) The legislature shall establish by law a uniform re-
porting system for all political subdivisions or special 
districts subject to an expenditure limitation pursuant 
to this section to insure compliance with this section. 
The legislature shall establish by law sanctions and 
penalties for failure to comply with this section.  

(9)  Subsection (1) of this section does not apply to a city 
or town which at a regularly scheduled election for 
the nomination or election of members of the govern-
ing board of the city or town adopts an expenditure 
limitation pursuant to this subsection different from 
the expenditure limitation prescribed by subsection 
(1) of this section. The governing board of a city or 
town may by a two-thirds vote provide for referral of 

an alternative expenditure limitation or the quali-
fied electors may by initiative, in the manner pro-
vided by law, propose an alternative expenditure 
limitation. In a manner provided by law, the impact 
of the alternative expenditure limitation shall be 
compared to the impact of the expenditure limita-
tion prescribed by subsection (1) of this section, and 
the comparison shall appear on the ballot and in 
publicity pamphlets. If a majority of the qualified 
electors voting on such issue vote in favor of the 
alternative expenditure limitation, such limitation 
shall apply to the city or town. If more than one 
alternative expenditure limitation is on the ballot 
and more than one alternative expenditure limita-
tion is approved by the voters, the alternative ex-
penditure limitation receiving the highest number 
of votes shall apply to such city or town. If an alter-
native expenditure limitation is adopted, it shall 
apply for the four succeeding fiscal years. Following 
the fourth succeeding fiscal year, the expenditure 
limitation prescribed by subsection (1) of this sec-
tion shall become the expenditure limitation for the 
city or town unless an alternative expenditure limi-
tation is approved as provided in this subsection. If 
a majority of the qualified electors voting on such 
issue vote against an alternative expenditure limita-
tion, the expenditure limitation prescribed pursuant 
to subsection (1) of this section shall apply to the 
city or town, and no new alternative expenditure 
limitation may be submitted to the voters for a pe-
riod of at least two years. If an alternative expendi-
ture limitation is adopted pursuant to this subsec-
tion, the city or town may not conduct an override 
election provided for in section 19, subsection (4) of 
this article, during the time period in which the 
alternative expenditure limitation is in effect.  

(10) This section does not apply to any political subdivi-
sion until the fiscal year immediately following the 
first regularly scheduled election after July 1, 1980 
for the nomination or election of the members of 
the governing board of such political subdivision, 
except that a political subdivision, prior to the fiscal 
year during which the spending limitation would 
first become effective, may modify the expenditure 
limitation prescribed pursuant to subsection (1) of 
this section, by the provisions prescribed by subsec-
tions (2) and (6) of this section, or may adopt an 
alternative expenditure limitation pursuant to sub-
section (9) of this section. A county may conduct a 
special election to exceed the expenditure limitation 
prescribed pursuant to subsection (1) of this section 
for the fiscal years 1982-1983 and 1983-1984, on 
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novem-
ber in 1981.  

(11) "City", as used in this article, means city or charter 
city. 
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§ 21.  Expenditure limitations for school districts and 
community college districts  

Section 21. (1) The economic estimates commission shall 
determine and publish prior to April 1 of each year the 
expenditure limitation for the following fiscal year for 
each community college district. The expenditure limita-
tions shall be determined by adjusting the amount of ex-
penditures of local revenues for each such district for fis-
cal year 19791980 to reflect the changes in the student 
population of each district and the cost of living. The gov-
erning board of any community college district shall not 
authorize expenditures of local revenues in excess of the 
limitation prescribed in this section, except in the manner 
provided by law.  
(2) The economic estimates commission shall determine 

and publish prior to May 1 of each year the aggregate 
expenditure limitation for all school districts for the 
following fiscal year. The aggregate expenditure limi-
tation shall be determined by adjusting the total 
amount of expenditures of local revenues for all 
school districts for fiscal year 19791980 to reflect the 
changes in student population in the school districts 
and the cost of living, and multiplying the result by 
1.10. The aggregate expenditures of local revenues for 
all school districts shall not exceed the limitation pre-
scribed in this section, except as provided in subsec-
tion (3) of this section.  

(3) Expenditures in excess of the limitation determined 
pursuant to subsection (2) of this section may be au-
thorized by the legislature for a single fiscal year, by 
concurrent resolution, upon affirmative vote of two-
thirds of the membership of each house of the legisla-
ture.  

(4) As used in this section:  
(a) "Cost of living" means either:  

(i) The price of goods and services as measured 
by the implicit price deflator for the gross 
national product or its successor as reported 
by the United States department of com-
merce, or its successor agency.  

(ii) A different measure or index of the cost of 
living adopted at the direction of the legisla-
ture, by concurrent resolution, upon affirma-
tive vote of two-thirds of the membership of 
each house of the legislature. Such measure 
or index shall apply for subsequent fiscal 
years, except it shall not apply for the fiscal 
year following the adoption of such measure 
or index if the measure or index is adopted 
after March 1 of the preceding fiscal year.  

(b) "Expenditure" means any amounts budgeted to be 
paid from local revenues as prescribed by law.  

(c) "Local revenues" includes all monies, revenues, 
funds, property and receipts of any kind whatso-
ever received by or for the account of a school 
district or community college district or any of its 
agencies, departments, offices, boards, commis-

sions, authorities, councils and institutions, ex-
cept:  
(i)  Any amounts or property received from 

the issuance or incurrence of bonds, or 
other lawful long-term obligations issued 
or incurred for a specific purpose, or any 
amounts or property collected or segregat-
ed to make payments or deposits required 
by a contract concerning such bonds or 
obligations. For the purpose of this subdi-
vision long-term obligations shall not in-
clude warrants issued in the ordinary 
course of operation or registered for pay-
ment by a political subdivision.  

(ii) Any amounts or property received as pay-
ment of dividends and interest, or any gain 
on the sale or redemption of investment 
securities, the purchase of which is author-
ized by law.  

(iii) Any amounts or property received by a 
school district or community college dis-
trict in the capacity of trustee, custodian 
or agent.  

(iv)  Any amounts received as grants and aid of 
any type received from the federal govern-
ment or any of its agencies except school 
assistance in federally affected areas.  

(v)  Any amounts or property received as 
grants, gifts, aid or contributions of any 
type except amounts received directly or 
indirectly in lieu of taxes received directly 
or indirectly from any private agency or 
organization, or any individual.  

(vi)  Any amounts received from the state for 
the purpose of purchasing land, buildings 
or improvements or constructing buildings 
or improvements.  

(vii) Any amounts received pursuant to a trans-
fer during a fiscal year from another agen-
cy, department, office, board, commission, 
authority, council or institution of the 
same community college district or school 
district which were included as local reve-
nues for such fiscal year or which are ex-
cluded from local revenue under other 
provisions of this subsection.  

(viii) Any amounts or property accumulated by 
a community college district for the pur-
pose of purchasing land, buildings or im-
provements or constructing buildings or 
improvements.  

(ix)  Any amounts received in return for goods 
or services pursuant to a contract with 
another political subdivision, school dis-
trict, community college district or the 
state and expended by the other political 
subdivision, school district, community 
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college district or the state pursuant to the 
expenditure limitation in effect when the 
amounts are expended by the other political 
subdivision, school district, community col-
lege district or the state.  

(x)  Any amounts received as tuition or fees di-
rectly or indirectly from any public or pri-
vate agency or organization or any individu-
al.  

(xi) Any ad valorem taxes received pursuant to 
an election to exceed the limitation pre-
scribed by section 19 of this article or for 
the purposes of funding expenditures in ex-
cess of the expenditure limitations pre-
scribed by subsection (7) of this section.  

(xii) Any amounts received during a fiscal year as 
refunds, reimbursements or other recoveries 
of amounts expended which were applied 
against the expenditure limitation for such 
fiscal year or which were excluded from lo-
cal revenues under other provisions of this 
subsection.  

(d)  For the purpose of subsection (2) of this section, 
the following items are also excluded from local 
revenues of school districts:  
(i)  Any amounts received as the proceeds from 

the sale, lease or rental of school property as 
authorized by law.  

(ii)  Any amounts received from the capital levy 
as authorized by law.  

(iii)  Any amounts received from the acquisition, 
operation, or maintenance of school services 
of a commercial nature which are entirely or 
predominantly self-supporting.  

(iv)  Any amounts received for the purpose of 
funding expenditures authorized in the event 
of destruction of or damage to the facilities 
of a school district as authorized by law.  

(v)  Any revenues derived from an additional 
state transaction privilege tax rate increment 
for educational purposes that was authorized 
by the voters before January 1, 2001.  

(vi) Any amounts received pursuant to article XI, 
section 8, Constitution of Arizona, that are 
approved by the majority of qualified voters 
at a statewide general election held after No-
vember 1, 2002, and before January 1, 2003.  

(e) "Student population" means the number of actual, 
full-time or the equivalent of actual full-time stu-
dents enrolled in the school district or communi-
ty college district determined in a manner pre-
scribed by law.  

(5) The economic estimates commission shall adjust the 
amount of expenditures of local revenues in fiscal 
year 1979-1980, as used to determine the expenditure 
limitation pursuant to subsection (1) or (2) of this sec-
tion, to reflect subsequent transfers of all or any part 

of the cost of providing a governmental function, in 
a manner prescribed by law. The adjustment pro-
vided for in this subsection shall be used in deter-
mining the expenditure limitation pursuant to sub-
section (1) or (2) of this section beginning with the 
fiscal year immediately following the transfer.  

(6) The economic estimates commission shall adjust the 
amount of expenditures of local revenues in fiscal 
year 1979-1980, as used to determine the expendi-
ture limitation of a community college district pur-
suant to subsection (1) of this section, to reflect any 
subsequent annexation, creation of a new district, 
consolidation or change in the boundaries of a dis-
trict, in a manner prescribed by law. The adjust-
ment provided for in this subsection shall be used 
in determining the expenditure limitation pursuant 
to subsection (1) of this section beginning with the 
fiscal year immediately following the annexation, 
creation of a new district, consolidation or change 
in the boundaries of a district.  

(7) The legislature shall establish by law expenditure 
limitations for each school district beginning with 
the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1980. Expenditures 
by a school district in excess of such an expenditure 
limitation must be approved by a majority of the 
electors voting on the excess expenditures.  

(8) The legislature shall establish by law a uniform re-
porting system for school districts and community 
college districts to ensure compliance with this sec-
tion. The legislature shall establish by law sanctions 
and penalties for failure to comply with this section.  

§ 22.  Vote required to increase state revenues; ap-
plication; exceptions 

Section 22. A. An act that provides for a net increase in 
state revenues, as described in subsection B is effective 
on the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members of 
each house of the legislature. If the act receives such an 
affirmative vote, it becomes effective immediately on the 
signature of the governor as provided by article IV, part 
1, section 1. If the governor vetoes the measure, it shall 
not become effective unless it is approved by an affirm-
ative vote of three-fourths of the members of each 
house of the legislature.  
B. The requirements of this section apply to any act 

that provides for a net increase in state revenues in 
the form of:  
1.  The imposition of any new tax.  
2.  An increase in a tax rate or rates.  
3.  A reduction or elimination of a tax deduction, 

exemption, exclusion, credit or other tax ex-
emption feature in computing tax liability.  

4.  An increase in a statutorily prescribed state fee 
or assessment or an increase in a statutorily 
prescribed maximum limit for an administra-
tively set fee.  
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5.  The imposition of any new state fee or assessment 
or the authorization of any new administratively 
set fee.  

6.  The elimination of an exemption from a statutori-
ly prescribed state fee or assessment.  

7.  A change in the allocation among the state, coun-
ties or cities of Arizona transaction privilege, sev-
erance, jet fuel and use, rental occupancy, or other 
taxes.  

8.  Any combination of the elements described in 
paragraphs 1 through 7.  

C. This section does not apply to:  
1.  The effects of inflation, increasing assessed valua-

tion or any other similar effect that increases state 
revenue but is not caused by an affirmative act of 
the legislature.  

2. Fees and assessments that are authorized by stat-
ute, but are not prescribed by formula, amount or 
limit, and are set by a state officer or agency.  

3. Taxes, fees or assessments that are imposed by 
counties, cities, towns and other political subdivi-
sions of this state.  

D. Each act to which this section applies shall include a 
separate provision describing the requirements for 
enactment prescribed by this section. 

§ 23.  Expenditures required by initiative or referen-
dum; funding source 

Section 23. A. An initiative or referendum measure that 
proposes a mandatory expenditure of state revenues for 
any purpose, establishes a fund for any specific purpose or 
allocates funding for any specific purpose must also pro-
vide for an increased source of revenues sufficient to cov-
er the entire immediate and future costs of the proposal. 
The increased revenues may not be derived from the state 
general fund or reduce or cause a reduction in general 
fund revenues.  
B.  If the identified revenue source provided pursuant to 

subsection A in any fiscal year fails to fund the entire 
mandated expenditure for that fiscal year, the legisla-
ture may reduce the expenditure of state revenues for 
that purpose in that fiscal year to the amount of fund-
ing supplied by the identified revenue source.  

§ 24.  Prohibition of new real property sale or transfer 
taxes 

Section 24. The state, any county, city, town, municipality 
or other political subdivision of the state, or any district 
created by law with authority to impose any tax, fee, 
stamp requirement or other assessment, shall not impose 
any new tax, fee, stamp requirement or other assessment, 
direct or indirect, on the act or privilege of selling, pur-
chasing, granting, assigning, transferring, receiving, or oth-
erwise conveying any interest in real property. This sec-
tion does not apply to any tax, fee, or other assessment in 
existence on December 31, 2007.  

 

ARTICLE X. STATE AND SCHOOL LANDS  

§ 1.  Acceptance and holding of lands by state in 
trust 

Section 1. All lands expressly transferred and con-
firmed to the state by the provisions of the Enabling Act 
approved June 20, 1910, including all lands granted to 
the state and all lands heretofore granted to the Territo-
ry of Arizona, and all lands otherwise acquired by the 
state, shall be by the state accepted and held in trust to 
be disposed of in whole or in part, only in manner as in 
the said Enabling Act and in this Constitution provided, 
and for the several objects specified in the respective 
granting and confirmatory provisions. The natural prod-
ucts and money proceeds of any of said lands shall be 
subject to the same trusts as the lands producing the 
same. 

§ 2.  Unauthorized disposition of land or proceeds 
as breach of trust 

Section 2. Disposition of any of said lands, or of any 
money or thing of value directly or indirectly derived 
therefrom, for any object other than that for which such 
particular lands (or the lands from which such money 
or thing of value shall have been derived) were granted 
or confirmed, or in any manner contrary to the provi-
sions of the said Enabling Act, shall be deemed a breach 
of trust. 

§ 3.  Mortgage or other encumbrance; sale or lease 
at public auction 

Section 3. No mortgage or other encumbrance of the 
said lands, or any part thereof, shall be valid in favor of 
any person or for any purpose or under any circum-
stances whatsoever. Said lands shall not be sold or 
leased, in whole or in part, except to the highest and 
best bidder at a public auction to be held at the county 
seat of the county wherein the lands to be affected, or 
the major portion thereof, shall lie, notice of which pub-
lic auction shall first have been duly given by advertise-
ment, which shall set forth the nature, time and place of 
the transaction to be had, with a full description of the 
lands to be offered, and be published once each week 
for not less than ten successive weeks in a newspaper of 
general circulation published regularly at the state capi-
tal, and in that newspaper of like circulation which shall 
then be regularly published nearest to the location of 
the lands so offered; nor shall any sale or contract for 
the sale of any timber or other natural product of such 
lands be made, save at the place, in the manner, and 
after the notice by publication provided for sales and 
leases of the lands themselves. Nothing herein, or else-
where in article X contained, shall prevent:  

1. The leasing of any of the lands referred to in 
this article in such manner as the legislature 
may prescribe, for grazing, agricultural, com-
mercial and homesite purposes, for a term of 
ten years or less, without advertisement;  

2.  The leasing of any of said lands, in such man-
ner as the legislature may prescribe, whether or 
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  not also leased for grazing and agricultural pur-
poses, for mineral purposes, other than for the 
exploration, development, and production of oil, 
gas and other hydrocarbon substances, for a term 
of twenty years or less, without advertisement, or,  

3.  The leasing of any of said lands, whether or not 
also leased for other purposes, for the exploration, 
development, and production of oil, gas and other 
hydrocarbon substances on, in or under said lands 
for an initial term of twenty (20) years or less and 
as long thereafter as oil, gas or other hydrocarbon 
substance may be procured therefrom in paying 
quantities, the leases to be made in any manner, 
with or without advertisement, bidding, or ap-
praisement, and under such terms and provisions, 
as the legislature may prescribe, the terms and 
provisions to include a reservation of a royalty to 
the state of not less than twelve and one-half per 
cent of production. 

§ 4.  Sale or other disposal; appraisal; minimum 
price; credit; passing of title 

Section 4. All lands, lease-holds, timber, and other prod-
ucts of land, before being offered, shall be appraised at 
their true value, and no sale or other disposal thereof shall 
be made for a consideration less than the value so ascer-
tained, nor in any case less than the minimum price here-
inafter fixed, nor upon credit unless accompanied by am-
ple security, and the legal title shall not be deemed to 
have passed until the consideration shall have been paid.  

§ 5.  Minimum price; relinquishment of lands to 
United States 

Section 5. No lands shall be sold for less than three dol-
lars per acre, and no lands which are or shall be suscepti-
ble of irrigation under any projects now or hereafter com-
pleted or adopted by the United States under legislation 
for the reclamation of lands, or under any other project 
for the reclamation of lands, shall be sold at less than 
twenty-five dollars per acre; Provided, that the state, at the 
request of the secretary of the interior, shall from time to 
time relinquish such of its lands to the United States as at 
any time are needed for irrigation works in connection 
with any such government project, and other lands in lieu 
thereof shall be selected from lands of the character 
named and in the manner prescribed in section twenty-
four of the said Enabling Act. 

§ 6.  Lands reserved by United States for develop-
ment of water power 

Section 6. No lands reserved and excepted of the lands 
granted to this state by the United States, actually or pro-
spectively valuable for the development of water powers 
or power for hydro-electric use or transmission, which 
shall be ascertained and designated by the secretary of the 
interior within five years after the proclamation of the 
president declaring the admission of the state, shall be 
subject to any disposition whatsoever by the state or by 

any officer of the state, and any conveyance or transfer 
of such lands made within said five years shall be null 
and void. 

§ 7.  Establishment of permanent funds; segrega-
tion, investment and distribution of monies 

Section 7. A. A separate permanent fund shall be estab-
lished for each of the several objects for which the said 
grants are made and confirmed by the enabling act to 
the state, and whenever any monies shall be in any 
manner derived from any of said lands, the same shall 
be deposited by the state treasurer in the permanent 
fund corresponding to the grant under which the par-
ticular land producing such monies was, by the enabling 
act, conveyed or confirmed. 
B.  No monies shall ever be taken from one permanent 

fund for deposit in any other, or for any object oth-
er than that for which the land producing the same 
was granted or confirmed. 

C.  All such monies shall be invested in safe interest-
bearing securities and prudent equity securities con-
sistent with the requirements of this section. 

D.  The legislature shall establish a board of investment 
to serve as trustees of the permanent funds. The 
board shall provide for the management of the as-
sets of the funds consistent with the following con-
ditions: 
1.  Not more than sixty per cent of a fund at cost 

may be invested in equities at any time. 
2.  Equities that are eligible for purchase are re-

stricted to stocks listed on any national stock 
exchange or eligible for trading through the 
United States national association of securities 
dealers automated quotation system, or succes-
sor institutions, except as may be prohibited by 
general criteria or by a restriction on invest-
ment in a specific security adopted pursuant to 
this subsection. 

3.  Not more than five per cent of all of the funds 
combined at cost may be invested in equity 
securities issued by the same institution, agency 
or corporation, other than securities issued as 
direct obligations of and fully guaranteed by 
the United States government. 

E.  In making investments under this section the state 
treasurer and trustees shall exercise the judgment 
and care under the prevailing circumstances that an 
institutional investor of ordinary prudence, discre-
tion and intelligence exercises in managing large 
investments entrusted to it, not in regard to specu-
lation, but in regard to the permanent disposition of 
monies, considering the probable safety of capital as 
well as the probable total rate of return over ex-
tended periods of time. 

F.  The earnings, interest, dividends and realized capital 
gains and losses from investment of a permanent 
fund, shall be credited to that fund. 
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 G.  The board of investment shall determine the amount 
of the annual distributions required by this section 
and allocate distributions pursuant to law. Beginning 
July 1, 2000 and except as otherwise provided in this 
section, the amount of the annual distribution from a 
permanent fund established pursuant to this section is 
the amount determined by multiplying the following 
factors: 
1.  The average of the annual total rate of return for 

the immediately preceding five complete fiscal 
years less the average of the annual percentage 
change in the GDP price deflator, or a successor 
index, for the immediately preceding five com-
plete fiscal years. For the purposes of this para-
graph: 
(a)  "Annual total rate of return" means the quo-

tient obtained by dividing the amount cred-
ited to a fund pursuant to subsection F for a 
complete fiscal year, plus unrealized capital 
gains and losses, by the average monthly 
market value of the fund for that year. 

(b)  "GDP price deflator" means the gross domes-
tic price deflator reported by the United 
States department of commerce, bureau of 
economic analysis, or its successor agency. 

2.  The average of the monthly market values of the 
fund for the immediately preceding five complete 
fiscal years. 

H.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, 
the annual distribution from the permanent funds for 
fiscal years 2012-2013 through 2020-2021 shall be 
two and one-half per cent of the average monthly 
market values of the fund for the immediately preced-
ing five calendar years. 

§ 8. Conformity of contracts with enabling act 
Section 8. Every sale, lease, conveyance, or contract of or 
concerning any of the lands granted or confirmed, or the 
use thereof or the natural products thereof made to this 
state by the said Enabling Act, not made in substantial 
conformity with the provisions thereof, shall be null and 
void.  

§ 9.  Sale or lease; conditions; limitations; lease prior 
to adoption of constitution 

Section 9. All lands expressly transferred and confirmed 
to the state, by the provisions of the Enabling Act ap-
proved June 20, 1910, including all lands granted to the 
state, and all lands heretofore granted to the territory of 
Arizona, and all lands otherwise acquired by the state, may 
be sold or leased by the state in the manner, and on the 
conditions, and with the limitations, prescribed by the said 
Enabling Act and this Constitution, and as may be further 
prescribed by law; Provided, that the legislature shall pro-
vide for the separate appraisement of the lands and of the 
improvements on school and university lands which have 
been held under lease prior to the adoption of this Consti-
tution, and for reimbursement to the actual bona fide resi-

dents or lessees of such lands upon which such im-
provements are situated, as prescribed by title 65, Civil 
Code of Arizona, 1901, and in such cases only as permit 
reimbursements to lessees in said title 65. 

§ 10.  Laws for sale or lease of state lands; protec-
tion of residents and lessees 

Section 10. The legislature shall provide by proper laws 
for the sale of all state lands or the lease of such lands, 
and shall further provide by said laws for the protection 
of the actual bona fide residents and lessees of said 
lands, whereby such residents and lessees of said lands 
shall be protected in their rights to their improvements 
(including water rights) in such manner that in case of 
lease to other parties the former lessee shall be paid by 
the succeeding lessee the value of such improvements 
and rights and actual bona fide residents and lessees 
shall have preference to a renewal of their leases at a 
reassessed rental to be fixed as provided by law. 

§ 11.  Maximum acreage allowed single purchaser 
Section 11. No individual, corporation or association 
shall be allowed to purchase more than one hundred 
sixty (160) acres of agricultural land or more than six 
hundred forty (640) acres of grazing land.  

12.  Land exchanges; purposes; notice; hearings; 
submission to the voters 

Section 12. A. The legislature shall provide a process by 
law for exchanging lands granted or confirmed by the 
enabling act for public lands in this state under the 
terms and conditions prescribed by this section. 
B.  The purpose of the exchange must be either: 

1.  To assist in preserving and protecting military 
facilities in this state from encroaching develop-
ment. 

2.  To improve the management of state lands for 
the purpose of sale or lease or conversion to 
public use of state lands. 

C.  Before the public hearings are held pursuant to sub-
section D, paragraph 3 of this section: 
1.  At least two independent appraisals must be 

made available to the public showing that the 
true value of any lands the state receives in the 
exchange equals or exceeds the true value of 
the lands the state conveys. 

2.  At least two independent analyses of the pro-
posed exchange must be made available to the 
public showing: 
(a)  The income to the trust before the ex-

change from all lands the state conveys 
and the projected income to the trust after 
the exchange from all lands the state re-
ceives. 

(b)  The fiscal impact of the exchange on each 
county, city, town and school district in 
which all the lands involved in the ex-
change are located. 
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(c)  The physical, economic and natural resource 
impacts of the proposed exchange on the 
surrounding or directly adjacent local com-
munity and the impacts on local land uses 
and land use plans. 

D.  Land may not be exchanged unless: 
1.  The exchange is in the best interest of the state 

land trust. 
2.  Public notice of the proposed exchange includes 

full disclosure of all details of the transaction, the 
ownership of all parcels of the lands involved in 
the exchange, including independent and ancillary 
parties, a legal and general description of the loca-
tion of all parcels of the lands and the appraised 
value of all parcels of the lands. 

3.  Public hearings are held at the state capital and in 
a location of general accessibility in the vicinity of 
the state lands being exchanged. Notice of the 
time and place of the hearings must be given be-
ginning at least six weeks before each hearing in a 
manner prescribed by law. During this period, a 
process shall be provided for public comment on 
the proposed exchange. 

4.  The exchange is approved by the qualified elec-
tors of this state in the manner of a referendum 
pursuant to article IV, part 1, section 1 at the next 
regular general election. To be approved, the 
proposition must receive an affirmative vote of a 
majority of the qualified electors voting on the 
measure. 

E.  Land exchanges are not considered to be sales for the 
purposes of this article. 

 

ARTICLE XI. EDUCATION  

§ 1.  Public school system; education of pupils who 
are hearing and vision impaired 

Section 1. A. The legislature shall enact such laws as shall 
provide for the establishment and maintenance of a gen-
eral and uniform public school system, which system shall 
include:  

1.  Kindergarten schools.  
2.  Common schools.  
3.  High schools.  
4.  Normal schools.  
5.  Industrial schools.  
6.  Universities, which shall include an agricultural 

college, a school of mines, and such other tech-
nical schools as may be essential, until such time 
as it may be deemed advisable to establish sepa-
rate state institutions of such character.  

B.  The legislature shall also enact such laws as shall pro-
vide for the education and care of pupils who are 
hearing and vision impaired.  

§ 2.  Conduct and supervision of school system 
Section 2. The general conduct and supervision of the 
public school system shall be vested in a state board of 

education, a state superintendent of public instruction, 
county school superintendents, and such governing 
boards for the state institutions as may be provided by 
law.  

§ 3.   State board of education; composition; powers 
and duties; compensation 

Section 3. The state board of education shall be com-
posed of the following members: the superintendent of 
public instruction, the president of a state university or 
a state college, four lay members, a president or chan-
cellor of a community college district, a person who is 
an owner or administrator of a charter school, a super-
intendent of a high school district, a classroom teacher 
and a county school superintendent. Each member, oth-
er than the superintendent of public instruction, shall 
be appointed by the governor with the consent of the 
senate in the manner prescribed by law. The powers, 
duties, compensation and expenses, and the terms of 
office, of the board shall be such as may be prescribed 
by law. 

§ 4.  State superintendent of public instruction; 
board membership; powers and duties 

Section 4. The state superintendent of public instruc-
tion shall be a member, and secretary, of the state board 
of education, and, ex-officio, a member of any other 
board having control of public instruction in any state 
institution. His powers and duties shall be prescribed by 
law. 

§ 5.  Regents of university and other governing 
boards; appointments by governor; member-
ship of governor on board of regents 

Section 5. The regents of the university, and the govern-
ing boards of other state educational institutions, shall 
be appointed by the governor with the consent of the 
senate in the manner prescribed by law, except that the 
governor shall be, ex-officio, a member of the board of 
regents of the university.  

§ 6.  Admission of students of both sexes to state 
educational institutions; tuition; common 
school system 

Section 6. The university and all other state educational 
institutions shall be open to students of both sexes, and 
the instruction furnished shall be as nearly free as pos-
sible. The legislature shall provide for a system of com-
mon schools by which a free school shall be established 
and maintained in every school district for at least six 
months in each year, which school shall be open to all 
pupils between the ages of six and twenty-one years.  

§ 7.  Sectarian instruction; religious or political 
test or qualification 

Section 7. No sectarian instruction shall be imparted in 
any school or state educational institution that may be 
established under this Constitution, and no religious or 
political test or qualification shall ever be required as a 
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condition of admission into any public educational insti-
tution of the state, as teacher, student, or pupil; but the 
liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not be so con-
strued as to justify practices or conduct inconsistent with 
the good order, peace, morality, or safety of the state, or 
with the rights of others.  

§ 8.  Permanent state school fund; source; apportion-
ment of state funds 

Section 8. A. A permanent state school fund for the use of 
the common schools shall be derived from the sale of 
public school lands or other public lands specified in the 
enabling act approved June 20, 1910; from all estates or 
distributive shares of estates that may escheat to the state; 
from all unclaimed shares and dividends of any corpora-
tion incorporated under the laws of Arizona; and from all 
gifts, devises, or bequests made to the state for general ed-
ucational purposes.  
B. The rental derived from school lands, with such other 

funds as may be provided by law shall be apportioned 
only for common and high school education in Arizo-
na, and in such manner as may be prescribed by law. 

§ 9.  County school fund; size of fund; free schools 
Section 9. The amount of this apportionment shall be-
come a part of the county school fund, and the legislature 
shall enact such laws as will provide for increasing the 
county fund sufficiently to maintain all the public schools 
of the county for a minimum term of six months in every 
school year. The laws of the state shall enable cities and 
towns to maintain free high schools, industrial schools, 
and commercial schools. 

§ 10.  Source of revenue for maintenance of state edu-
cational institutions 

Section 10. The revenue for the maintenance of the re-
spective state educational institutions shall be derived 
from the investment of the proceeds of the sale, and from 
the rental of such lands as have been set aside by the ena-
bling act approved June 20, 1910, or other legislative en-
actment of the United States, for the use and benefit of the 
respective state educational institutions. In addition to 
such income the legislature shall make such appropria-
tions, to be met by taxation, as shall insure the proper 
maintenance of all state educational institutions, and shall 
make such special appropriations as shall provide for their 
development and improvement.  

 

ARTICLE XII. COUNTIES  

§ 1.  Counties as bodies politic and corporate  
Section 1. Each county of the state, now or hereafter orga-
nized, shall be a body politic and corporate.  

§ 2.  Counties of territory as counties of state 
Section 2. The several counties of the territory of Arizona 
as fixed by statute at the time of the adoption of this Con-
stitution are hereby declared to be the counties of the 
state until changed by law. 

§ 3.  County officers; election; term of office 
Section 3. There are hereby created in and for each 
organized county of the state the following officers who 
shall be elected by the qualified electors thereof: a sher-
iff, a county attorney, a recorder, a treasurer, an assessor, 
a superintendent of schools and at least three supervi-
sors, each of whom shall be elected and hold his office 
for a term of four (4) years beginning on the first of 
January next after his election, which number of super-
visors is subject to increase by law. The supervisors 
shall be nominated and elected from districts as provid-
ed by law. The candidates for these offices elected in 
the general election of November 3, 1964 shall take of-
fice on the first day of January, 1965 and shall serve 
until the first day of January, 1969.  

§ 4.  County officers; duties, powers, and qualifica-
tions; salaries 

Section 4. The duties, powers, and qualifications of such 

officers shall be as prescribed by law. The board of su-

pervisors of each county is hereby empowered to fix 

salaries for all county and precinct officers within such 

county for whom no compensation is provided by law, 

and the salaries so fixed shall remain in full force and 

effect until changed by general law.  

§ 5.  Charter committee; charter preparation; ap-
proval 

Section 5. A. The board of supervisors of any county 
with a population of more than five hundred thousand 
persons as determined by the most recent United States 
decennial or special census may call for an election to 
cause a charter committee to be elected by the qualified 
electors of that county at any time. Alternatively, the 
board of supervisors of any county with a population of 
more than five hundred thousand persons as deter-
mined by the most recent United States decennial or 
special census shall call for the election of the charter 
committee within ten days after receipt by the clerk of 
the board of supervisors of a petition that demands the 
election and that is signed by a number of qualified 
electors of the county at least equal to ten per cent of 
the total number of ballots cast for all candidates for 
governor or presidential electors in the county at the 
last preceding general election. The election shall be 
held at least one hundred days but not more than one 
hundred twenty days after the call for the election. Ex-
cept as otherwise provided in this section, for elections 
held under this section or section 6 of this article, the 
manner of conducting and voting at an election, con-
testing an election, canvassing votes and certifying re-
turns shall be the same, as nearly as practicable, as in 
elections for county officers.  
B.  At the election a vote shall be taken to elect mem-

bers of the charter committee who will function if 
further proceedings are authorized and the ballot 
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sors and shall be submitted to the governor for ap-
proval. The governor shall approve the charter 
within thirty days after its submission if it is not in 
conflict with, or states that in the event of a conflict 
is subject to, this constitution and the laws of this 
state. On approval, the charter becomes the organic 
law of the county, and certified copies of the charter 
shall be filed in the office of the secretary of state 
and with the clerk of the board of supervisors after 
being recorded in the office of the county recorder. 
Thereafter all courts shall take judicial notice of the 
charter. 

§ 6.  Amendment of charter 
Section 6. A charter shall set forth procedures for 
amendment of the charter. Proposed amendments shall 
be submitted to the qualified electors of the county at a 
general or special election and become effective if rati-
fied by a majority of the qualified electors voting on the 
amendments and approved by the governor in the man-
ner provided for in section 5 of this article.  

§ 7.  County charter provisions 
Section 7. A. Charter counties continue to be political 
subdivisions of this state that exist to aid in the admin-
istration of this state's laws and for purposes of self-
government. Except as otherwise provided in this article 
the powers of the legislature over counties are not af-
fected by this section and sections 5, 6, 8 and 9 of this 
article. Charter counties shall provide the same state 
mandated services and perform the same state mandat-
ed functions as non-charter counties. Charter counties 
may exercise, if provided by the charter, all powers over 
local concerns of the county consistent with, and subject 
to, the constitution and the laws of this state. In matters 
of strictly local municipal concern, charters adopted 
pursuant to article XIII shall control in any case of con-
flict with a county charter adopted pursuant to this arti-
cle.  
B.  If a county has framed and adopted a charter and 

the charter is approved by the governor as provided 
in this article, the county shall be governed by the 
terms of its charter and ordinances passed pursuant 
to its charter. If the charter has been framed, adopt-
ed and approved and any of its provisions are in 
conflict with any county ordinance, rule or regula-
tion relating to local concerns of the counties in 
force at the time of the adoption and approval of 
the charter, the provisions of the charter prevail 
notwithstanding the conflict and operate as a repeal 
or suspension of the law to the extent of conflict, 
and the law is not thereafter operative as to such 
conflict.  

C.  Notwithstanding article IX, section 1, if proposed 
and approved in the charter, a charter county may 
levy and collect:  
1.  Taxes on a countywide basis to provide services 

on a countywide basis.  

shall contain the question of whether further proceed-
ings toward adopting a charter shall be authorized 
pursuant to the call for the election. Unless a majority 
of the qualified electors voting on the question votes 
to authorize further proceedings, the election of mem-
bers of the charter committee shall be invalidated and 
no further proceedings may be had except pursuant to 
a subsequent call pursuant to subsection A.  

C.  The charter committee shall be composed of fifteen 
qualified electors of the county elected by supervisori-
al district with the same number serving from each 
district. A nomination petition for election to the 
charter committee shall be made available by the 
clerk of the board of supervisors and shall be signed 
by a number of qualified electors of the supervisorial 
district who are eligible to vote for the nominee at 
least equal to one per cent of the total number of bal-
lots cast for all candidates for governor or presidential 
electors in the supervisorial district at the last preced-
ing general election, and filed with the clerk not later 
than sixty days before the election. All qualified elec-
tors of the county, including all elected public offi-
cials, are eligible to seek election to the charter com-
mittee.  

D.  Within one hundred eighty days after the election the 
charter committee shall prepare and submit a pro-
posed charter for the county. The proposed charter 
shall be signed by a majority of the members of the 
committee and filed with the clerk of the board of 
supervisors, after which the charter committee shall be 
dissolved. The county shall then publish the proposed 
charter in the official newspaper of the county at least 
once a week for three consecutive weeks. The first 
publication shall be made within twenty days after the 
proposed charter is filed with the clerk of the board 
of supervisors.  

E.  At least forty-five days but not more than sixty days 
after final publication, the proposed charter shall be 
submitted to the vote of the qualified electors of the 
county at a general or special election. If a general 
election will be held within ninety days after final 
publication, the charter shall be submitted at that gen-
eral election. The full text of the proposed charter 
shall be printed in a publicity pamphlet and mailed to 
each household containing a registered voter at least 
eleven days before the charter election and the ballot 
may contain only a summary of the proposed charter 
provisions. The ballot shall contain a question regard-
ing approval of the proposed charter and the ques-
tions pertaining to taxation authority and appoint-
ment of officers, if any, provided for in sections 7 and 
8 of this article.  

F.  If a majority of the qualified electors voting ratifies the 
proposed charter, a copy of the charter, together with 
a statement setting forth the submission of the charter 
to the qualified electors and its ratification by them, 
shall be certified by the clerk of the board of supervi-
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2.  Taxes on a specially designated area basis to pro-
vide services or special levels of service to that 
area. All taxes levied pursuant to this subsection 
shall be uniform upon the same class of property 
within the territorial limits of the county or the 
specially designated area and shall be levied and 
collected for public purposes only.  

D.  The decision to include a charter provision authoriz-
ing taxation pursuant to subsection C, paragraph 1 or 
2 of this section shall be placed on the ballot as sepa-
rate questions at the election to ratify the charter and 
must be approved by a majority of the qualified elec-
tors voting at the election. The result of the voting on 
either provision authorizing taxation does not affect 
the result of the voting to ratify the charter. Charter 
provisions authorizing taxation pursuant to subsection 
C, paragraph 1 or 2 of this section may also be pro-
posed by an amendment to the charter pursuant to 
section 6 of this article.  

E.  If the authority to tax pursuant to subsection C, para-
graph 2 of this section is approved for inclusion in the 
charter, any new tax proposed by the county under 
subsection C, paragraph 2 of this section shall be vot-
ed on by the qualified electors of the specially desig-
nated area. The tax must be ratified by a majority vote 
of the qualified electors voting at the election.  

F.  A transaction privilege tax, use tax or similar tax lev-
ied by a county pursuant to subsection C, paragraph 1 
of this section:  
1.  May be imposed on only those business activities, 

or on the use, storage or consumption, which are 
subject to the comparable state transaction privi-
lege tax, use tax or similar tax.  

2.  Shall provide all exclusion and exemptions pro-
vided by, and administrative provisions consistent 
with, the comparable state transaction privilege 
tax, use tax or similar tax.  

G.  All taxes levied under subsection F of this section 
shall not exceed an aggregate rate of two per cent 
when combined with existing taxes levied pursuant to 
title 42, chapter 8.3.  

H.  If approved in the charter, a charter county may adopt 
fees and fee schedules for any county products and 
county service delivery it provides in the conduct of 
any official business. Notwithstanding any fee sched-
ules or individual charges provided by state law, the 
governing body of a charter county may adopt an al-
ternate fee schedule or individual charge. Any fee or 
charge established pursuant to this section shall be 
attributable to and defray or cover the current or fu-
ture costs of the product or service delivery for which 
the fee or charge is assessed.  

I.  Taxes raised under the authority of this section shall 
be subject to the provisions of the county property tax 
and expenditure limitations pursuant to article IX, 
sections 19 and 20. 

§ 8.  Government and other powers  

Section 8. A. The county charter shall provide:  
1.  For an elective governing body and its method 

of compensation, its powers, duties and respon-
sibilities, its authority to delegate powers, the 
method of election and removal of members, 
the terms of office and the manner of filling 
vacancies in the governing body.  

2.  For all officers established under section 3 of 
this article and article VI, section 23, and such 
additional officers as the charter may provide 
for, their election or appointment, consolidation 
or segregation, method of compensation, pow-
ers, duties and responsibilities, authority to del-
egate powers and, if elected, the method of elec-
tion and removal, terms of office and the man-
ner of filling vacancies in such offices. If the 
charter provides for the attorney to remain an 
elective officer of the county, the charter may 
provide for an appointive office to carry out the 
civil representation needs of the county, its de-
partments, agencies, boards, commissions, offi-
cials and employees. If the elective governing 
body provided for in the charter does not con-
sist of supervisors, the charter may provide for 
elimination of the office of supervisor. If the 
charter provides for the office of supervisor, the 
number of supervisors shall be not fewer than 
five or greater than nine. If the charter provides 
for the appointment or elimination of an officer 
established under section 3 of this article or 
article VI, section 23, or for an appointive office 
to carry out the civil representation needs of 
the county, those provisions shall include an 
effective date not earlier than the expiration of 
the term of office for the officer commencing in 
January immediately following the first general 
election at which the officer is elected following 
approval of the charter by the voters and shall 
be placed on the ballot as separate questions at 
the election to ratify the charter and must be 
approved by a majority of the qualified electors 
voting at the election. The result of the voting 
on any provisions authorizing appointment or 
elimination of officers does not affect the result 
of the voting to ratify the charter.  

3.  For the performance of functions required by 
statute.  

4.  For a periodic review of the charter provisions 
to be conducted at least once every ten years 
from the time of its ratification by the voters 
and the procedures for the periodic review.  

B.  The county charter may provide for other elective 
and appointive offices. 

§ 9.  Self-executing provision 
Section 9. The provisions of sections 5 through 8 of this 

article are self-executing, and no further legislation is 

required to make them effective.  
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ARTICLE XIII. MUNICIPAL  
CORPORATIONS  

§ 1.  Incorporation and organization; classification 
Section 1. Municipal corporations shall not be created by 
special laws, but the legislature, by general laws, shall pro-
vide for the incorporation and organization of cities and 
towns and for the classification of such cities and towns in 
proportion to population, subject to the provisions of this 
article. 

§ 2.  Charter; preparation and proposal by board of 
freeholders; ratification and approval; amend-
ment 

Section 2. Any city containing, now or hereafter, a popu-
lation of more than three thousand five hundred may 
frame a charter for its own government consistent with, 
and subject to, the Constitution and the laws of the state, 
in the following manner: A board of freeholders composed 
of fourteen qualified electors of said city may be elected at 
large by the qualified electors thereof, at a general or spe-
cial election, whose duty it shall be, within ninety days 
after such election, to prepare and propose a charter for 
such city. Such proposed charter shall be signed in dupli-
cate by the members of such board, or a majority of them, 
and filed, one copy of said proposed charter with the chief 
executive officer of such city and the other with the coun-
ty recorder of the county in which said city shall be situ-
ated. Such proposed charter shall then be published in 
one or more newspapers published, and of general circula-
tion, within said city for at least twenty-one days if in a 
daily paper, or in three consecutive issues if in a weekly 
paper, and the first publication shall be made within 
twenty days after the completion of the proposed charter. 
Within thirty days, and not earlier than twenty days, after 
such publication, said proposed charter shall be submitted 
to the vote of the qualified electors of said city at a gen-
eral or special election. If a majority of such qualified elec-
tors voting thereon shall ratify such proposed charter, it 
shall thereupon be submitted to the governor for his ap-
proval, and the governor shall approve it if it shall not be 
in conflict with this Constitution or with the laws of the 
state. Upon such approval said charter shall become the 
organic law of such city and supersede any charter then 
existing (and all amendments thereto), and all ordinances 
inconsistent with said new charter. A copy of such charter, 
certified by the chief executive officer, and authenticated 
by the seal, of such city, together with a statement similar-
ly certified and authenticated setting forth the submission 
of such charter to the electors and its ratification by them, 
shall, after the approval of such charter by the governor, 
be made in duplicate and filed, one copy in the office of 
the secretary of state and the other in the archives of the 
city after being recorded in the office of said county re-
corder. Thereafter all courts shall take judicial notice of 
said charter.  

 The charter so ratified may be amended by 
amendments proposed and submitted by the legislative 
authority of the city to the qualified electors thereof (or 
by petition as hereinafter provided), at a general or spe-
cial election, and ratified by a majority of the qualified 
electors voting thereon and approved by the governor 
as herein provided for the approval of the charter.  

§ 3.  Election of board of freeholders  
Section 3. An election of such board of freeholders may 
be called at any time by the legislative authority of any 
such city. Such election shall be called by the chief ex-
ecutive officer of any such city within ten days after 
there shall have been filed with him a petition demand-
ing such election, signed by a number of qualified elec-
tors residing within such city equal to twenty-five per 
centum of the total number of votes cast at the next 
preceding general municipal election. Such election 
shall be held not later than thirty days after the call 
therefor. At such election a vote shall be taken upon the 
question whether further proceedings toward adopting a 
charter shall be had in pursuance to the call, and unless 
a majority of the qualified electors voting thereon shall 
vote to proceed further, no further proceedings shall be 
had, and all proceedings up to the time of said election 
shall be of no effect.  

§ 4.  Franchises; approval of electors; term 
Section 4. No municipal corporation shall ever grant, 
extend, or renew a franchise without the approval of a 
majority of the qualified electors residing within its cor-
porate limits who shall vote thereon at a general or spe-
cial election, and the legislative body of any such corpo-
ration shall submit any such matter for approval or dis-
approval to such electors at any general municipal elec-
tion, or call a special election for such purpose at any 
time upon thirty days' notice. No franchise shall be 
granted, extended, or renewed for a longer time than 
twenty-five years. 

§ 5.  Right of municipal corporation to engage in 
business or enterprise 

Section 5. Every municipal corporation within this state 
shall have the right to engage in any business or enter-
prise which may be engaged in by a person, firm, or 
corporation by virtue of a franchise from said munici-
pal corporation. 

§ 6.  Franchises; restrictions 
Section 6. No grant, extension, or renewal of any fran-
chise or other use of the streets, alleys, or other public 
grounds, or ways, of any municipality shall divest the 
state or any of its subdivisions of its or their control 
and regulation of such use and enjoyment; nor shall the 
power to regulate charges for public services be surren-
dered; and no exclusive franchise shall ever be granted. 

§ 7.  Irrigation and other districts as political sub-
divisions 
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Section 7. Irrigation, power, electrical, agricultural im-
provement, drainage, and flood control districts, and tax 
levying public improvement districts, now or hereafter 
organized pursuant to law, shall be political subdivisions 
of the state, and vested with all the rights, privileges and 
benefits, and entitled to the immunities and exemptions 
granted municipalities and political subdivisions under 
this constitution or any law of the state or of the United 
States; but all such districts shall be exempt from the pro-
visions of sections 7 and 8 of article IX of this constitu-
tion.  

 

ARTICLE XIV. CORPORATIONS OTHER 
THAN MUNICIPAL  

§ 1.  "Corporation" defined; right to sue and suability 
Section 1. The term "corporation," as used in this article, 
shall be construed to include all associations and joint 
stock companies having any powers or privileges of corpo-
rations not possessed by individuals or co-partnerships, 
and all corporations shall have the right to sue and shall 
be subject to be sued, in all courts, in like cases as natural 
persons.  
§ 2.  Formation under general laws; change of laws; 

regulation 
Section 2. Corporations may be formed under general 
laws, but shall not be created by special acts. Laws relating 
to corporations may be altered, amended, or repealed at 
any time, and all corporations doing business in this state 
may, as to such business, be regulated, limited, and re-
strained by law. 

§ 3.  Existing charters 
Section 3. All existing charters under which a bona fide 
organization shall not have taken place and business com-
menced in good faith within six months from the time of 
the approval of this Constitution shall thereafter have no 
validity. 

§ 4.  Restriction to business authorized by charter or 
law 

Section 4. No corporation shall engage in any business 
other than that expressly authorized in its charter or by 
the law under which it may have been or may hereafter 
be organized.  

§ 5.  Foreign corporations; transaction of business 
Section 5. No corporation organized outside of the limits 
of this state shall be allowed to transact business within 
this state on more favorable conditions than are pre-
scribed by law for similar corporations organized under 
the laws of this state; and no foreign corporation shall be 
permitted to transact business within this state unless said 
foreign corporation is by the laws of the country, state, or 
territory under which it is formed permitted to transact a 
like business in such country, state, or territory. 

§ 6.  Stocks; bonds 

Section 6. No corporation shall issue stock, except to 
bona fide subscribers therefor or their assignees; nor 
shall any corporation issue any bond, or other obliga-
tion, for the payment of money, except for money or 
property received or for labor done. The stock of corpo-
rations shall not be increased, except in pursuance of a 
general law, nor shall any law authorize the increase of 
stock of any corporation without the consent of the 
person or persons holding the larger amount in value of 
the stock of such corporation, nor without due notice of 
the proposed increase having been given as may be pre-
scribed by law. All fictitious increase of stock or indebt-
edness shall be void. 

§ 7.  Lease or alienation of franchise 
Section 7. No corporation shall lease or alienate any 
franchise so as to relieve the franchise, or property held 
thereunder, from the liabilities of the lessor, or grantor, 
lessee, or grantee, contracted or incurred in the opera-
tion, use, or enjoyment of such franchise or of any of its 
privileges.  

§ 8.  Filing of articles of incorporation; place of 
business; agent for service of process; venue 

Section 8. No domestic or foreign corporation shall do 
any business in this state without having filed its arti-
cles of incorporation or a certified copy thereof with 
the corporation commission, and without having one or 
more known places of business and an authorized agent, 
or agents, in the state upon whom process may be 
served. Suit may be maintained against a foreign corpo-
ration in the county where an agent of such corporation 
may be found, or in the county where the cause of ac-
tion may arise. 

§ 9.  Eminent domain; taking corporate property 
and franchises for public use 

Section 9. The right of exercising eminent domain shall 

never be so abridged or construed as to prevent the 

state from taking the property and the franchises of 

incorporated companies and subjecting them to public 

use the same as the property of individuals.  

§ 10.  Elections for directors or managers 
Section 10. In all elections for directors or managers of 
any corporation, each shareholder shall have the right 
to cast as many votes in the aggregate as he shall be 
entitled to vote in said company under its charter mul-
tiplied by the number of directors or managers to be 
elected at such election; and each shareholder may cast 
the whole number of votes, either in person or by 
proxy, for one candidate, or distribute such votes among 
two or more such candidates; and such directors or 
managers shall not be elected otherwise.  

§ 11.  Liability of stockholders 
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Section 11. LIABILITY OF STOCKHOLDERS. The share-
holders or stockholders of every banking or insurance 
corporation or association shall be held individually re-
sponsible, equally and ratably, and not one for another, for 
all contracts, debts, and engagements of such corporation 
or association, to the extent of the amount of their stock 
therein, at the par value thereof, in addition to the amount 
invested in such shares or stock; provided, however, that 
the shareholders or stockholders of any banking corpora-
tion or association which is a member of the federal de-
posit insurance corporation or any successor thereto or 
other insuring instrumentality of the United States in ac-
cordance with the provisions of any applicable law of the 
United States of America, shall not be liable for any 
amount in addition to the amount already invested in 
such shares or stock. 

§ 12.  Officers of banking institutions; individual re-
sponsibility 

Section 12. Any president, director, manager, cashier, or 
other officer of any banking institution who shall receive, 
or assent to, the reception of any deposits after he shall 
have knowledge of the fact that such banking institution is 
insolvent or in failing circumstances shall be individually 
responsible for such deposits. 

§ 13.  Want of legal organization as a defense  
Section 13. No persons acting as a corporation under the 
laws of Arizona shall be permitted to set up, or rely upon, 
the want of a legal organization as a defense to any action 
which may be brought against them as a corporation, nor 
shall any person or persons who may be sued on a con-
tract now or hereafter made with such corporation, or 
sued for any injury now or hereafter done to its property, 
or for a wrong done to its interests, be permitted to rely 
upon such want of legal organization in his or their de-
fense. 

§ 14.  Legislative power to impose conditions 
Section 14. This article shall not be construed to deny the 
right of the legislative power to impose other conditions 
upon corporations than those herein contained. 

§ 15.  Monopolies and trusts 
Section 15. Monopolies and trusts shall never be allowed 
in this state and no incorporated company, co-partnership 
or association of persons in this state shall directly or in-
directly combine or make any contract, with any incorpo-
rated company, foreign or domestic, through their stock-
holders or the trustees or assigns of such stockholders or 
with any co-partnership or association of persons, or, in 
any manner whatever, to fix the prices, limit the produc-
tion, or regulate the transportation of any product or com-
modity. The legislature shall enact laws for the enforce-
ment of this section by adequate penalties, and in the case 
of incorporated companies, if necessary for that purpose, 
may, as a penalty declare a forfeiture of their franchises. 

§ 16.  Records, books, and files; visitorial and in-
quisitorial powers of state 

Section 16. The records, books, and files of all public 
service corporations, state banks, building and loan asso-
ciations, trust, insurance, and guaranty companies shall 
be at all times liable and subject to the full visitorial 
and inquisitorial powers of the state, notwithstanding 
the immunities and privileges secured in the declaration 
of rights of this Constitution to persons, inhabitants, and 
citizens of this state. 

§ 17.  Fees; reports; licensing of foreign corporations 
Section 17. Provision shall be made by law for the pay-
ment of a fee to the state by every domestic corpora-
tion, upon the grant, amendment, or extension of its 
charter, and by every foreign corporation upon its ob-
taining a license to do business in this state; and also for 
the payment, by every domestic corporation and foreign 
corporation doing business in this state, of an annual 
registration fee of not less than ten dollars, which fee 
shall be paid irrespective of any specific license or other 
tax imposed by law upon such company for the privi-
lege of carrying on its business in this state, or upon its 
franchise or property; and for the making, by every such 
corporation, at the time of paying such fee, of such re-
port to the corporation commission of the status, busi-
ness, or condition of such corporation, as may be pre-
scribed by law. No foreign corporation, except insurers, 
shall have authority to do business in this state, until it 
shall have obtained from the corporation commission a 
license to do business in the state, upon such terms as 
may be prescribed by law. The legislature may relieve 
any purely charitable, social, fraternal, benevolent, or 
religious institution from the payment of such annual 
registration fee. 

§ 18.  Contributions to influence elections or offi-
cial action  

Section 18. It shall be unlawful for any corporation, 
organized or doing business in this state, to make any 
contribution of money or anything of value for the pur-
pose of influencing any election or official action. 

§ 19.  Penalties for violation of article 
Section 19. Suitable penalties shall be prescribed by law 
for the violation of any of the provisions of this article.  

 

ARTICLE XV. THE CORPORATION  
COMMISSION  

§ 1.  Term limits on corporation commission; com-
position; election; office vacancies; qualifica-
tions 

Section 1. A. No member of the corporation commis-
sion shall hold that office for more than two consecu-
tive terms. No corporation commissioner may serve 
again in that office until out of office for one full term. 
Any person who serves one half or more of a term shall 
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be considered to have served one term for purposes of 
this section. 
B.  A corporation commission is hereby created to be 

composed of five persons who shall be elected at the 
general election, and whose term of office shall be 
four years, and who shall maintain their chief office at 
the state capital. The two additional commission 
members shall be elected at the 2002 general election 
for initial two-year terms beginning on the first Mon-
day in January, 2003. Thereafter, all terms shall be 
four-year terms. 

C.  In case of vacancy in the office, the governor shall ap-
point a commissioner to fill the vacancy. The appoint-
ed commissioner shall fill the vacancy until a commis-
sioner shall be elected at a general election as provid-
ed by law, and shall qualify. The qualifications of com-
missioners may be prescribed by law.  

§ 2.  "Public service corporations" defined 
Section 2. All corporations other than municipal engaged 
in furnishing gas, oil, or electricity for light, fuel, or power; 
or in furnishing water for irrigation, fire protection, or 
other public purposes; or in furnishing, for profit, hot or 
cold air or steam for heating or cooling purposes; or en-
gaged in collecting, transporting, treating, purifying and 
disposing of sewage through a system, for profit; or in 
transmitting messages or furnishing public telegraph or 
telephone service, and all corporations other than munici-
pal, operating as common carriers, shall be deemed public 
service corporations. 

§ 3.  Power of commission as to classifications, rates 
and charges, rules, contracts, and accounts; local 
regulations 

Section 3. The corporation commission shall have full 
power to, and shall, prescribe just and reasonable classifi-
cations to be used and just and reasonable rates and 
charges to be made and collected, by public service corpo-
rations within the state for service rendered therein, and 
make reasonable rules, regulations, and orders, by which 
such corporations shall be governed in the transaction of 
business within the state, and may prescribe the forms of 
contracts and the systems of keeping accounts to be used 
by such corporations in transacting such business, and 
make and enforce reasonable rules, regulations, and orders 
for the convenience, comfort, and safety, and the preserva-
tion of the health, of the employees and patrons of such 
corporations; Provided, that incorporated cities and towns 
may be authorized by law to exercise supervision over 
public service corporations doing business therein, includ-
ing the regulation of rates and charges to be made and 
collected by such corporations; Provided further, that clas-
sifications, rates, charges, rules, regulations, orders, and 
forms or systems prescribed or made by said corporation 
commission may from time to time be amended or re-
pealed by such commission. 

§ 4.  Power to inspect and investigate 

Section 4. The corporation commission, and the several 
members thereof, shall have power to inspect and inves-
tigate the property, books, papers, business, methods, 
and affairs of any corporation whose stock shall be of-
fered for sale to the public and of any public service 
corporation doing business within the state, and for the 
purpose of the commission, and of the several members 
thereof, shall have the power of a court of general juris-
diction to enforce the attendance of witnesses and the 
production of evidence by subpoena, attachment, and 
punishment, which said power shall extend throughout 
the state. Said commission shall have power to take tes-
timony under commission or deposition either within 
or without the state.  

§ 5.  Power to issue certificates of incorporation 
and licenses 

Section 5. The corporation commission shall have the 
sole power to issue certificates of incorporation to com-
panies organizing under the laws of this state, and to 
issue licenses to foreign corporations to do business in 
this state, except as insurers, as may be prescribed by 
law.  
 Domestic and foreign insurers shall be subject 
to licensing, control and supervision by a department of 
insurance as prescribed by law. A director of the de-
partment of insurance shall be appointed by the gover-
nor with the consent of the senate in the manner pre-
scribed by law for a term which may be prescribed by 
law.  

§ 6.  Enlargement of powers by legislature; rules 
and regulations 

Section 6. The law-making power may enlarge the pow-
ers and extend the duties of the corporation commis-
sion, and may prescribe rules and regulations to govern 
proceedings instituted by and before it; but, until such 
rules and regulations are provided by law, the commis-
sion may make rules and regulations to govern such 
proceedings.  

§ 7.  Connecting and intersecting lines of transpor-
tation and communications corporations 

Section 7. Every public service corporation organized or 
authorized under the laws of the state to do any trans-
portation or transmission business within the state shall 
have the right to construct and operate lines connecting 
any points within the state, and to connect at the state 
boundaries with like lines; and every such corporation 
shall have the right with any of its lines to cross, inter-
sect, or connect with, any lines of any other public ser-
vice corporation.  

§ 8.  Transportation by connecting carriers 
Section 8. Every public service corporation doing a 
transportation business within the state shall receive 
and transport, without delay or discrimination, cars 
loaded or empty, property, or passengers delivered to it 
by any other public service corporation doing a similar 
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business, and deliver cars, loaded or empty, without delay 
or discrimination, to other transportation corporations, 
under such regulations as shall be prescribed by the cor-
poration commission, or by law.  

§ 9.  Transmission of messages by connecting carri-
ers 

Section 9. Every public service corporation engaged in the 
business of transmitting messages for profit shall receive 
and transmit, without delay or discrimination, any messag-
es delivered to it by any other public service corporation 
engaged in the business of transmitting messages for prof-
it, and shall, with its lines, make physical connection with 
the lines of any public service corporation engaged in the 
business of transmitting messages for profit, under such 
rules and regulations as shall be prescribed by the corpo-
ration commission, or by law; Provided, that such public 
service corporations shall deliver messages to other such 
corporations, without delay or discrimination, under such 
rules and regulations as shall be prescribed by the corpo-
ration commission, or by law.  

§ 10.  Railways as public highways; other corporations 
as common carriers 

Section 10. Railways heretofore constructed, or that may 
hereafter be constructed, in this state, are hereby declared 
public highways and all railroads are declared to be com-
mon carriers and subject to control by law. All electric, 
transmission, telegraph, telephone, or pipeline corpora-
tions, for the transportation of electricity, messages, water, 
oil, or other property for profit, are declared to be com-
mon carriers and subject to control by law.  

§ 11.  Movable property as personal property; liability 
of property to attachment, execution and sale 

Section 11. The rolling stock and all other movable prop-
erty belonging to any public service corporation in this 
state, shall be considered personal property, and its real 
and personal property, and every part thereof, shall be 
liable to attachment, execution, and sale in the same man-
ner as the property of individuals; and the law-making 
power shall enact no laws exempting any such property 
from attachment, execution, or sale.  

§ 12.  Charges for service; discrimination; free or re-
duced rate transportation 

Section 12. All charges made for service rendered, or to 
be rendered, by public service corporations within this 
state shall be just and reasonable, and no discrimination in 
charges, service, or facilities shall be made between per-
sons or places for rendering a like and contemporaneous 
service, except that the granting of free or reduced rate 
transportation may be authorized by law, or by the corpo-
ration commission, to the classes of persons described in 
the act of Congress approved February 11, 1887, entitled 
An Act to Regulate Commerce, and the amendments 
thereto, as those to whom free or reduced rate transporta-
tion may be granted.  

§ 13.  Reports to commission 
Section 13. All public service corporations and corpora-
tions whose stock shall be offered for sale to the public 
shall make such reports to the corporation commission, 
under oath, and provide such information concerning 
their acts and operations as may be required by law, or 
by the corporation commission.  

§ 14.  Value of property of public service corpora-
tions 

Section 14. The corporation commission shall, to aid it 
in the proper discharge of its duties, ascertain the fair 
value of the property within the state of every public 
service corporation doing business therein; and every 
public service corporation doing business within the 
state shall furnish to the commission all evidence in its 
possession, and all assistance in its power, requested by 
the commission in aid of the determination of the value 
of the property within the state of such public service 
corporation.  

§ 15.  Acceptance of constitutional provisions by 
existing corporations 

Section 15. No public service corporation in existence 
at the time of the admission of this state into the union 
shall have the benefit of any future legislation except on 
condition of complete acceptance of all provisions of 
this Constitution applicable to public service corpora-
tions.  

§ 16.  Forfeitures for violations 
Section 16. If any public service corporation shall vio-
late any of the rules, regulations, orders, or decisions of 
the corporation commission, such corporation shall for-
feit and pay to the state not less than one hundred dol-
lars nor more than five thousand dollars for each such 
violation, to be recovered before any court of competent 
jurisdiction.  

§ 17.  Appeal to courts 
Section 17. Nothing herein shall be construed as deny-
ing to public service corporations the right of appeal to 
the courts of the state from the rules, regulations, or-
ders, or decrees fixed by the corporation commission, 
but the rules, regulations, orders, or decrees so fixed 
shall remain in force pending the decision of the courts.  

§ 18.  Repeal  

§ 19.  Power to impose fines 
Section 19. The corporation commission shall have the 
power and authority to enforce its rules, regulations, 
and orders by the imposition of such fines as it may 
deem just, within the limitations prescribed in section 
16 of this article.  

 

ARTICLE XVI. MILITIA  

§ 1.  Composition of militia 
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Section 1. The militia of the state of Arizona shall consist 
of all capable citizens of the state between the ages of 
eighteen and forty-five years, and of those between said 
ages who shall have declared their intention to become 
citizens of the United States, residing therein, subject to 
such exemptions as now exist, or as may hereafter be cre-
ated, by the laws of the United States or of this state.  

2.  Composition and designation of organized mili-
tia 

Section 2. The organized militia shall be designated "The 
National Guard of Arizona," and shall consist of such or-
ganized military bodies as now exist under the laws of the 
territory of Arizona or as may hereafter be authorized by 
law.  

§ 3.  Conformity to federal regulations 
Section 3. The organization, equipment, and discipline of 
the national guard shall conform as nearly as shall be 
practicable to the regulations for the government of the 
armies of the United States.  

 

ARTICLE XVII. WATER RIGHTS  

§ 1.  Riparian water rights 
Section 1. The common law doctrine of riparian water 
rights shall not obtain or be of any force or effect in the 
state.  

§ 2.  Recognition of existing rights 
Section 2. All existing rights to the use of any of the wa-
ters in the state for all useful or beneficial purposes are 
hereby recognized and confirmed.  

 

ARTICLE XVIII. LABOR  

§ 1.  Eight-hour day 
Section 1. Eight hours and no more, shall constitute a law-
ful day's work in all employment by, or on behalf of, the 
state or any political subdivision of the State. The legisla-
ture shall enact such laws as may be necessary to put this 
provision into effect, and shall prescribe proper penalties 
for any violations of said laws.  

§ 2.  Child labor 
Section 2. No child under the age of fourteen years shall 
be employed in any gainful occupation at any time during 
the hours in which the public schools of the district in 
which the child resides are in session; nor shall any child 
under sixteen years of age be employed underground in 
mines, or in any occupation injurious to health or morals 
or hazardous to life or limb; nor for more than eight 
hours in any day.  

§ 3.  Contractual immunity of employer from liabil-
ity for negligence 

Section 3. It shall be unlawful for any person, company, 
association, or corporation to require of its servants or 
employees as a condition of their employment, or other-
wise, any contract or agreement whereby such person, 

company, association, or corporation shall be released 
or discharged from liability or responsibility on account 
of personal injuries which may be received by such 
servants or employees while in the service or employ-
ment of such person, company, association, or corpora-
tion, by reason of the negligence of such person, compa-
ny, association, corporation, or the agents or employees 
thereof; and any such contract or agreement if made, 
shall be null and void.  

§ 4.  Fellow servant doctrine 
Section 4. The common law doctrine of fellow servant, 
so far as it affects the liability of a master for injuries to 
his servant resulting from the acts or omissions of any 
other servant or servants of the common master is for-
ever abrogated.  

§ 5.  Contributory negligence and assumption of 
risk 

Section 5. The defense of contributory negligence or of 
assumption of risk shall, in all cases whatsoever, be a 
question of fact and shall, at all times, be left to the jury.  

§ 6.  Recovery of damages for injuries 
Section 6. The right of action to recover damages for 
injuries shall never be abrogated, and the amount recov-
ered shall not be subject to any statutory limitation, 
except that a crime victim is not subject to a claim for 
damages by a person who is harmed while the person is 
attempting to engage in, engaging in or fleeing after 
having engaged in or attempted to engage in conduct 
that is classified as a felony offense.  

§ 7.  Employer's liability law 
Section 7. To protect the safety of employees in all haz-
ardous occupations, in mining, smelting, manufacturing, 
railroad or street railway transportation, or any other 
industry the legislature shall enact an employer's liabil-
ity law, by the terms of which any employer, whether 
individual, association, or corporation shall be liable for 
the death or injury, caused by any accident due to a 
condition or conditions of such occupation, of any em-
ployee in the service of such employer in such hazard-
ous occupation, in all cases in which such death or inju-
ry of such employee shall not have been caused by the 
negligence of the employee killed or injured.  

§ 8.  Workmen's compensation law 
Section 8. The legislature shall enact a workmen's com-
pensation law applicable to workmen engaged in manu-
al or mechanical labor in all public employment wheth-
er of the state, or any political subdivision or munici-
pality thereof as may be defined by law and in such 
private employments as the legislature may prescribe by 
which compensation shall be required to be paid to any 
such workman, in case of his injury and to his depend-
ents, as defined by law, in case of his death, by his em-
ployer, if in the course of such employment personal 
injury to or death of any such workman from any acci-
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dent arising out of and in the course of, such employment, 
is caused in whole, or in part, or is contributed to, by a 
necessary risk or danger of such employment, or a neces-
sary risk or danger inherent in the nature thereof, or by 
failure of such employer, or any of his or its agents or 
employee or employees to exercise due care, or to comply 
with any law affecting such employment; provided that it 
shall be optional with any employee engaged in any such 
private employment to settle for such compensation, or to 
retain the right to sue said employer or any person em-
ployed by said employer, acting in the scope of his em-
ployment, as provided by this Constitution; and, provided 
further, in order to assure and make certain a just and 
humane compensation law in the state of Arizona, for the 
relief and protection of such workmen, their widows, chil-
dren or dependents, as defined by law, from the burden-
some, expensive and litigious remedies for injuries to or 
death of such workmen, now existing in the state of Arizo-
na, and producing uncertain and unequal compensation 
therefor, such employee, engaged in such private employ-
ment, may exercise the option to settle for compensation 
by failing to reject the provisions of such workmen's com-
pensation law prior to the injury, except that if the injury 
is the result of an act done by the employer or a person 
employed by the employer knowingly and purposely with 
the direct object of injuring another, and the act indicates 
a wilful disregard of the life, limb or bodily safety of em-
ployees, then such employee may, after the injury, exercise 
the option to accept compensation or to retain the right 
to sue the person who injured him.  
 The percentages and amounts of compensation 

provided in house bill no. 227 enacted by the seventh leg-

islature of the state of Arizona, shall never be reduced nor 

any industry included within the provision of said house 

bill no. 227 eliminated except by initiated or referred 

measure as provided by this Constitution.  

§ 9.  Blacklists 
Section 9. The exchange, solicitation, or giving out of any 
labor "black list," is hereby prohibited, and suitable laws 
shall be enacted to put this provision into effect.  

§ 10.  Employment of aliens 
Section 10. No person not a citizen or ward of the United 
States shall be employed upon or in connection with any 
state, county or municipal works or employment; provid-
ed, that nothing herein shall be construed to prevent the 
working of prisoners by the state or by any county or mu-
nicipality thereof on street or road work or other public 
work and that the provisions of this section shall not ap-
ply to the employment of any teacher, instructor, or pro-
fessor authorized to teach in the United States under the 
teacher exchange program as provided by federal statutes 
enacted by the congress of the United States or the em-
ployment of university or college faculty members. The 
legislature shall enact laws for the enforcement and shall 

provide for the punishment of any violation of this sec-
tion.  

 

ARTICLE XIX. MINES  

Mines  
(Version amended by 1992 Proposition 101)  
The office of mine inspector is hereby established. The 
legislature shall enact laws so regulating the operation 
and equipment of all mines in the state as to provide 
for the health and safety of workers therein and in con-
nection therewith, and fixing the duties of said office. 
Upon approval of such laws by the governor, the gover-
nor, with the advice and consent of the senate, shall 
forthwith appoint a mine inspector, who shall serve un-
til his successor shall have been elected at the first gen-
eral election thereafter and shall qualify. Said successor 
and all subsequent incumbents of said office shall be 
elected at general elections, and shall serve for four 
years. The initial four year term shall be served by the 
mine inspector elected in the general election held in 
November, 1994.  

 

ARTICLE XIX. MINES  

Mines  
(Version amended by 1992 Proposition 107)  
The office of mine inspector is hereby established. The 
legislature, at its first session, shall enact laws so regulat-
ing the operation and equipment of all mines in the 
state as to provide for the health and safety of workers 
therein and in connection therewith, and fixing the du-
ties of said office. Upon approval of such laws by the 
governor, the governor, with the advice and consent of 
the senate, shall forthwith appoint a mine inspector, 
who shall serve until his successor shall have been 
elected at the first general election thereafter and shall 
qualify. Said successor and all subsequent incumbents of 
said office shall be elected at general elections, and shall 
serve for a term of two years. No mine inspector shall 
serve more than four consecutive terms in that office. 
No mine inspector, after serving the maximum number 
of terms, which shall include any part of a term served, 
may serve in the same office until out of office for no 
less than one full term. This limitation on the number 
of terms of consecutive service shall apply to terms of 
office beginning on or after January 1, 1993.  

 

ARTICLE XX. ORDINANCE  
The following ordinance shall be irrevocable without 
the consent of the United States and the people of this 
state:  

First. Toleration of religious sentiment 
First. Perfect toleration of religious sentiment shall be 
secured to every inhabitant of this state, and no inhabit-
ant of this state shall ever be molested in person or 
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property on account of his or her mode of religious wor-
ship, or lack of the same.  

Second. Polygamy 
Second. Polygamous or plural marriages, or polygamous 
co-habitation, are forever prohibited within this state.  

Third. Introduction of intoxicating liquors into Indian 
country 

Third. The introduction of intoxicating liquors for resale 
purposes into Indian country is prohibited within this 
state until July 1, 1957.  

Fourth. Public lands; Indian lands 
Fourth. The people inhabiting this state do agree and de-
clare that they forever disclaim all right and title to the 
unappropriated and ungranted public lands lying within 
the boundaries thereof and to all lands lying within said 
boundaries owned or held by any Indian or Indian tribes, 
the right or title to which shall have been acquired 
through or from the United States or any prior sovereign-
ty, and that, until the title of such Indian or Indian tribes 
shall have been extinguished, the same shall be, and re-
main, subject to the disposition and under the absolute 
jurisdiction and control of the Congress of the United 
States.  

Fifth. Taxation 
Fifth. The lands and other property belonging to citizens 
of the United States residing without this state shall never 
be taxed at a higher rate than the lands and other proper-
ty situated in this state belonging to residents thereof, and 
no taxes shall be imposed by this state on any lands or 
other property within an Indian reservation owned or 
held by any Indian; but nothing herein shall preclude the 
state from taxing as other lands and other property are 
taxed, any lands and other property outside of an Indian 
reservation owned or held by any Indian, save and except 
such lands as have been granted or acquired as aforesaid, 
or as may be granted or confirmed to any Indian or Indi-
ans under any act of Congress.  

Sixth. Territorial debts and liabilities 
Sixth. The debts and liabilities of the territory of Arizona, 
and the debts of the counties thereof, valid and subsisting 
at the time of the passage of the enabling act approved 
June 20, 1910, are hereby assumed and shall be paid by 
the state of Arizona, and the state of Arizona shall, as to 
all such debts and liabilities, be subrogated to all the 
rights, including rights of indemnity and reimbursement, 
existing in favor of said territory or of any of the several 
counties thereof, at the time of the passage of the said ena-
bling act; Provided that nothing in this ordinance shall be 
construed as validating or in any manner legalizing any 
territory, county, municipal, or other bonds, obligations, or 
evidences of indebtedness of said territory or the counties 
or municipalities thereof which now are or may be invalid 
or illegal at the time the said state of Arizona is admitted 
as a state, and the legislature or the people of the state of 

Arizona shall never pass any law in any manner validat-
ing or legalizing the same.  

Seventh. Public school system; suffrage 
Seventh. Provisions shall be made by law for the estab-
lishment and maintenance of a system of public schools 
which shall be open to all the children of the state and 
be free from sectarian control, and said schools shall 
always be conducted in English.  
 The state shall never enact any law restricting 
or abridging the right of suffrage on account of race, 
color, or previous condition of servitude.  

Eighth. English language 
Eighth. The ability to read, write, speak, and understand 
the English language sufficiently well to conduct the 
duties of the office without the aid of an interpreter, 
shall be a necessary qualification for all state officers 
and members of the state legislature.  

Ninth. Location of state capital 
Ninth. The capital of the state of Arizona, until changed 
by the electors voting at an election provided for by the 
legislature for that purpose shall be at the city of Phoe-
nix, but no such election shall be called or provided for 
prior to the thirty-first day of December, nineteen hun-
dred and twenty-five.  

Tenth. Repeal  

Eleventh. Repeal  

Twelfth. Lands granted to state 
Twelfth. The state of Arizona and its people hereby 
consent to all and singular the provisions of the ena-
bling act approved June 20, 1910, concerning the lands 
thereby granted or confirmed to the state, the terms and 
conditions upon which said grants and confirmations 
are made, and the means and manner of enforcing such 
terms and conditions, all in every respect and particular 
as in the aforesaid enabling act provided.  

Thirteenth.  Ordinance as part of constitution; 
amendment 

Thirteenth. This ordinance is hereby made a part of 
the Constitution of the state of Arizona, and no future 
constitutional amendment shall be made which in any 
manner changes or abrogates this ordinance in whole or 
in part without the consent of Congress.  

 

ARTICLE XXI. MODE OF AMENDING  

§ 1.  Introduction in legislature; initiative petition; 
election 

Section 1. Any amendment or amendments to this con-
stitution may be proposed in either house of the legisla-
ture, or by initiative petition signed by a number of 
qualified electors equal to fifteen per centum of the to-
tal number of votes for all candidates for governor at 
the last preceding general election. Any proposed 
amendment or amendments which shall be introduced 
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in either house of the legislature, and which shall be ap-
proved by a majority of the members elected to each of 
the two houses, shall be entered on the journal of each 
house, together with the ayes and nays thereon. When any 
proposed amendment or amendments shall be thus passed 
by a majority of each house of the legislature and entered 
on the respective journals thereof, or when any elector or 
electors shall file with the secretary of state any proposed 
amendment or amendments together with a petition 
therefor signed by a number of electors equal to fifteen 
per centum of the total number of votes for all candidates 
for governor in the last preceding general election, the 
secretary of state shall submit such proposed amendment 
or amendments to the vote of the people at the next gen-
eral election (except when the legislature shall call a spe-
cial election for the purpose of having said proposed 
amendment or amendments voted upon, in which case the 
secretary of state shall submit such proposed amendment 
or amendments to the qualified electors at said special 
election,) and if a majority of the qualified electors voting 
thereon shall approve and ratify such proposed amend-
ment or amendments in said regular or special election, 
such amendment or amendments shall become a part of 
this constitution. Until a method of publicity is otherwise 
provided by law, the secretary of state shall have such pro-
posed amendment or amendments published for a period 
of at least ninety days previous to the date of said election 
in at least one newspaper in every county of the state in 
which a newspaper shall be published, in such manner as 
may be prescribed by law. If more than one proposed 
amendment shall be submitted at any election, such pro-
posed amendments shall be submitted in such manner 
that the electors may vote for or against such proposed 
amendments separately.  

§ 2.  Convention 
Section 2. No Convention shall be called by the Legisla-
ture to propose alterations, revisions, or amendments to 
this Constitution, or to propose a new Constitution, unless 
laws providing for such Convention shall first be approved 
by the people on a Referendum vote at a regular or spe-
cial election, and any amendments, alterations, revisions, 
or new Constitution proposed by such Convention shall 
be submitted to the electors of the State at a general or 
special election and be approved by the majority of the 
electors voting thereon before the same shall become ef-
fective.  

 

ARTICLE XXII. SCHEDULE AND  
MISCELLANEOUS  

§ 1.  Existing rights, actions, suits, proceedings, con-
tracts, claims, or demands; process 

Section 1. No rights, actions, suits, proceedings, contracts, 
claims, or demands, existing at the time of the admission 
of this State into the Union, shall be affected by a change 
in the form of government, from Territorial to State, but 

all shall continue as if no change had taken place; and 
all process which may have been issued under the au-
thority of the Territory of Arizona, previous to its ad-
mission into the Union, shall be as valid as if issued in 
the name of the State.  

§ 2.  Territorial laws 
Section 2. All laws of the Territory of Arizona now in 
force, not repugnant to this Constitution, shall remain 
in force as laws of the State of Arizona until they expire 
by their own limitations or are altered or repealed by 
law; Provided, that wherever the word Territory, mean-
ing the Territory of Arizona, appears in said laws, the 
word State shall be substituted.  

§ 3.  Debts, fines, penalties, and forfeitures 
Section 3. All debts, fines, penalties, and forfeitures 
which have accrued, or may hereafter accrue, to the Ter-
ritory of Arizona shall inure to the State of Arizona.  

§ 4.  Recognizances; bonds; estate; judgments; chos-
es in action 

Section 4. All recognizances heretofore taken, or which 
may be taken, before the change from a Territorial to a 
State government, shall remain valid, and shall pass to 
and may be prosecuted in the name of the State, and all 
bonds executed to the Territory of Arizona, or to any 
county or municipal corporation, or to any officer, or 
court, in his or its official capacity, shall pass to the 
State authorities and their successors in office for the 
uses therein expressed, and may be sued for and recov-
ered accordingly; and all the estate, real, personal, and 
mixed, and all judgments, decrees, bonds, specialties, 
choses in action, and claims, demands or debts of what-
ever description, belonging to the Territory of Arizona, 
shall inure to and vest in the State of Arizona, and may 
be sued for and recovered by the State of Arizona in the 
same manner, and to the same extent, as the same might 
or could have been by the Territory of Arizona.  

§ 5.  Criminal prosecutions and penal actions; of-
fenses; penalties; actions and suits 

Section 5. All criminal prosecutions and penal actions 
which may have arisen, or which may arise, before the 
change from a Territorial to a State government, and 
which shall then be pending, shall be prosecuted to 
judgment and execution in the name of the State. All 
offenses committed against the laws of the Territory of 
Arizona before the change from a Territorial to a State 
government, and which shall not be prosecuted before 
such change, may be prosecuted in the name, and by 
the authority, of the State of Arizona, with like effect as 
though such change had not taken place, and all penal-
ties incurred and punishments inflicted shall remain the 
same as if this Constitution had not been adopted. All 
actions at law and suits in equity, which may be pend-
ing in any of the courts, of the Territory of Arizona at 
the time of the change from a Territorial to a State gov-
ernment, shall be continued and transferred to the court 
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of the State, or of the United States, having jurisdiction 
thereof.  

§ 6.  Territorial, district, county, and precinct officers 
Section 6. All Territorial, district, county, and precinct 
officers who may be in office at the time of the admission 
of the State into the Union shall hold their respective of-
fices until their successors shall have qualified, and the 
official bonds of all such officers shall continue in full 
force and effect while such officers remain in office.  

§ 7.  Causes pending in district courts of territory; 
records, papers, and property 

Section 7. Whenever the judge of the superior court of 
any county, elected or appointed under the provisions of 
this Constitution, shall have qualified, the several causes 
then pending in the district court of the Territory, and in 
and for such county, except such causes as would have 
been within the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States 
courts, had such courts existed at the time of the com-
mencement of such causes within such county, and the 
records, papers, and proceedings of said district court, and 
other property pertaining thereto, shall pass into the juris-
diction and possession of the superior court of such coun-
ty.  
 It shall be the duty of the clerk of the district 
court having custody of such papers, records, and proper-
ty, to transmit to the clerk of said superior court the origi-
nal papers in all cases pending in such district and be-
longing to the jurisdiction of said superior court, together 
with a transcript, or transcripts, of so much of the record 
of said district court as shall relate to the same; and until 
the district courts of the Territory shall be superseded in 
manner aforesaid, and as in this Constitution provided, the 
said district courts, and the judges thereof, shall continue 
with the same jurisdiction and powers, to be exercised in 
the same judicial district, respectively, as heretofore, and 
now, constituted.  

§ 8.  Probate records and proceedings 
Section 8. When the State is admitted into the Union, and 
the superior courts, in their respective counties, are orga-
nized, the books, records, papers, and proceedings of the 
probate court in each county, and all causes and matters 
of administration pending therein, shall pass into the juris-
diction and possession of the superior court of the same 
county created by this Constitution, and the said court 
shall proceed to final judgment or decree, order, or other 
determination, in the several matters and causes with like 
effect as the probate court might have done if this Consti-
tution had not been adopted.  

§ 9.  Causes pending in supreme court of territory; 
records, papers, and property 

Section 9. Whenever a quorum of the judges of the Su-
preme Court of the State shall have been elected, and 
qualified, and shall have taken office, under this Constitu-
tion, the causes then pending in the Supreme Court of the 
Territory, except such causes as would have been within 

the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States courts, 
had such courts existed at the time of the commence-
ment of such causes, and the papers, records, and pro-
ceedings of said court, and the seal and other property 
pertaining thereto, shall pass into the jurisdiction and 
possession of the Supreme Court of the State, and until 
so superseded, the Supreme Court of the Territory, and 
the judges thereof, shall continue, with like powers and 
jurisdiction as if this Constitution had not been adopt-
ed, or the State admitted into the Union; and all causes 
pending in the Supreme Court of the Territory at said 
time, and which said causes would have been within the 
exclusive jurisdiction of the United States courts, had 
such courts existed, at the time of the commencement 
of such causes, and the papers, records, and proceedings 
of said court, relating thereto, shall pass into the juris-
diction of the United States courts, all as in the Enabling 
Act approved June 20, 1910, provided.  

§ 10.  Seals of supreme court, superior courts, mu-
nicipalities, and county officers 

Section 10. Until otherwise provided by law, the seal 
now in use in the Supreme Court of the Territory, shall 
be the seal of the Supreme Court of the State, except 
that the word "State", shall be substituted for the word 
"Territory" on said seal. The seal of the superior courts 
of the several counties of the State, until otherwise pro-
vided by law, shall be the vignette of Abraham Lincoln, 
with the words "Seal of the Superior Court The seal of 
municipalities, and of all county officers, in the Territo-
ry, shall be the seals of such municipalities and county 
officers, respectively, under the State, until otherwise 
provided by law, except that the word "Territory", or 
"Territory of Arizona", be changed to read "State" or 
"State of Arizona", where the same may appear on any 
such seals.  

§ 11.  Effective date of constitution 
Section 11. The provisions of this Constitution shall be 
in force from the day on which the President of the 
United States shall issue his proclamation declaring the 
State of Arizona admitted into the Union.  

§ 12.  Election of representative in congress 
Section 12. One Representative in the Congress of the 
United States shall be elected from the State at large, 
and at the same election at which officers shall be elect-
ed under the Enabling Act, approved June 20, 1910, and, 
thereafter, at such times and in such manner as may be 
prescribed by law.  

§ 13.  Continuation in office until qualification of 
successor 

Section 13. The term of office of every officer to be 
elected or appointed under this Constitution or the 
laws of Arizona shall extend until his successor shall be 
elected and shall qualify.  

§ 14.  Initiative 
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Section 14. Any law which may be enacted by the Legisla-
ture under this Constitution may be enacted by the peo-
ple under the Initiative. Any law which may not be enact-
ed by the Legislature under this Constitution shall not be 
enacted by the people.  

§ 15.  Public institutions 
Section 15. Correctional and penal institutions, and insti-
tutions for the benefit of persons who have mental or 
physical disabilities and such other institutions as the 
public good may require, shall be established and support-
ed by the State in such manner as may be prescribed by 
law.  

§ 16.  Confinement of minor offenders 
Section 16. It shall be unlawful to confine any minor un-
der the age of eighteen years, accused or convicted of 
crime, in the same section of any jail or prison in which 
adult prisoners are confined. Suitable quarters shall be 
prepared for the confinement of such minors.  

§ 17.  Compensation of public officers 
Section 17. All State and county officers (except notaries 
public) and all justices of the peace and constables, whose 
precinct includes a city or town or part thereof, shall be 
paid fixed and definite salaries, and they shall receive no 
fees for their own use.  

§ 18.  Nomination of incumbent public officers to 
other offices 

Section 18. Except during the final year of the term being 
served, no incumbent of a salaried elective office, whether 
holding by election or appointment, may offer himself for 
nomination or election to any salaried local, State or fed-
eral office.  

§ 19.  Lobbying 
Section 19. The Legislature shall enact laws and adopt 
rules prohibiting the practice of lobbying on the floor of 
either House of the Legislature, and further regulating the 
practice of lobbying.  

§ 20.  Design of state seal 
Section 20. The seal of the State shall be of the following 
design: In the background shall be a range of mountains, 
with the sun rising behind the peaks thereof, and at the 
right side of the range of mountains there shall be a stor-
age reservoir and a dam, below which in the middle dis-
tance are irrigated fields and orchards reaching into the 
foreground, at the right of which are cattle grazing. To the 
left in the middle distance on a mountain side is a quartz 
mill in front of which and in the foreground is a miner 
standing with pick and shovel. Above this device shall be 
the motto: "Ditat Deus." In a circular band surrounding 
the whole device shall be inscribed: "Great Seal of The 
State of Arizona", with the year of admission of the State 
into the Union.  

§ 21.  Enactment of laws to carry constitution into 
effect 

Section 21. The Legislature shall enact all necessary 
laws to carry into effect the provisions of this Constitu-
tion.  

§ 22. Judgments of death 
Section 22. The judgment of death shall be inflicted by 
administering an intravenous injection of a substance or 
substances in a lethal quantity sufficient to cause death 
except that defendants sentenced to death for offenses 
committed prior to the effective date of the amendment 
to this section shall have the choice of either lethal in-
jection or lethal gas. The lethal injection or lethal gas 
shall be administered under such procedures and super-
vision as prescribed by law. The execution shall take 
place within the limits of the state prison.  

 

ARTICLE XXIII. REPEAL  
 

ARTICLE XXIV. REPEAL  
 

ARTICLE XXV. RIGHT TO WORK  

Right to work or employment without membership 
in labor organization 
 No person shall be denied the opportunity to 
obtain or retain employment because of non-
membership in a labor organization, nor shall the State 
or any subdivision thereof, or any corporation, individu-
al or association of any kind enter into any agreement, 
written or oral, which excludes any person from em-
ployment or continuation of employment because of 
non-membership in a labor organization.  

 

ARTICLE XXVI. RIGHT OF LICENSED RE-
AL ESTATE BROKERS AND SALESMEN 

TO PREPARE INSTRUMENTS INCIDENT 
TO PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS  

§ 1.  Powers of real estate broker or salesman 
Section 1. Any person holding a valid license as a real 
estate broker or a real estate salesman regularly issued 
by the Arizona State Real Estate Department when act-
ing in such capacity as broker or salesman for the par-
ties, or agent for one of the parties to a sale, exchange, 
or trade, or the renting and leasing of property, shall 
have the right to draft or fill out and complete, without 
charge, any and all instruments incident thereto includ-
ing, but not limited to, preliminary purchase agreements 
and earnest money receipts, deeds, mortgages, leases, 
assignments, releases, contracts for sale of realty, and 
bills of sale.  

 

ARTICLE XXVII. REGULATION OF 
HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE  

§ 1.  Regulation of ambulances; powers of legisla-
ture 
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Section 1. The legislature may provide for the regulation 
of ambulances and ambulance services in this state in all 
matters relating to services provided, routes served, re-
sponse times and charges.  

§ 2.  Health care; definitions 
Section 2. A. To preserve the freedom of Arizonans to 
provide for their health care:  

1. A law or rule shall not compel, directly or indi-
rectly, any person, employer of health care pro-
vider to participate in any health care system. 

2. A person or employer may pay directly for lawful 
health care services and shall not be required to 
pay penalties or fines for paying directly for law-
ful health care services. A health care provider 
may accept direct payment for lawful health care 
services and shall not be required to pay penalties 
or fines for accepting direct payment from a per-
son or employer for lawful health care services. 

B. Subject to reasonable and necessary rules that do not 
substantially limit a person’s options, the purchase or 
sale of health insurance in private health care systems 
shall not be prohibited by law or rule. 

C. This section does not: 
1. Affect which health care services a health care 

provider or hospital is required to perform or 
provide. 

2. Affect which health care services are permitted by 
law. 

3. Prohibit care provided pursuant to Article XVIII, 
Section 8 of this Constitution or any statutes en-
acted by the legislature relating to worker’s com-
pensation. 

4. Affect laws or rules in effect as of January 1, 2009. 
5. Affect the terms or conditions of any health care 

system to the extent that those terms and condi-
tions do not have the effect of punishing a person 
or employer for paying directly for lawful health 
care services or a health provider or hospital for 
accepting direct payment from a person or em-
ployer for lawful health care services. 

D. For the purposes of this section: 
1. “Compel” includes penalties or fines. 
2. “Direct payment or pay directly” means payment 

for lawful health care services without a public or 
private third party, not including an employer, 
paying for any portion of the service. 

3. “Health care system” means any public or private 
entity whose function or purpose is the manage-
ment of, processing of, enrollment of individuals 
for or payment for, in full or in part, health care 
services or health care data or health care infor-
mation for its participants. 

4. “Lawful health care services” means any health-
related service or treatment to the extent that the 
service or treatment is permitted or not prohibit-

ed by law or regulation that may be provid-
ed by persons or businesses otherwise per-
mitted to offer such services. 

5. “Penalties or fines” means any civil or crimi-
nal penalty or fine, tax, salary, or wage with-
holding or surcharge or any named fee with 
a similar effect established by law or rule by 
a government established, created or con-
trolled agency that is used to punish or dis-
courage the exercise of rights protected un-
der this section.  

 

ARTICLE XXVIII. ENGLISH AS THE  
OFFICIAL LANGUAGE  

§ 1.  English as the official language; applicabil-
ity  

Section 1. In this article, unless the context other-
wise requires:  

1. "Government" includes all laws, public pro-
ceedings, rules, publications, orders, actions, 
programs, policies, departments, boards, 
agencies, organizations and instrumentalities 
of this state or political subdivisions of this 
state, as appropriate under the circumstanc-
es to a particular official action.  

2.  "Official action" includes the performance of 
any function or action on behalf of this state 
or a political subdivision of this state or re-
quired by state law that appears to present 
the views, position or imprimatur of the 
state or political subdivision or that binds or  

commits the state or political subdivision, but 
does not include:  
(a) The teaching of or the encouragement 

of learning languages other than Eng-
lish.  

(b) Actions required under the federal in-
dividuals with disabilities education act 
or other federal laws.  

(c) Actions, documents or policies neces-
sary for tourism, commerce or interna-
tional trade.  

(d) Actions or documents that protect the 
public health and safety, including law 
enforcement and emergency services.  

(e) Actions that protect the rights of vic-
tims of crimes or criminal defendants.  

(f) Using terms of art or phrases from lan-
guages other than English.  

(g) Using or preserving Native American 
languages. 

(h) Providing assistance to hearing im-
paired or illiterate persons. 

(i) Informal and nonbinding translations 
or communications among or between 



60 

A
ri

zo
na

 
Arizona & United States Constitution 

60  Department of State,  

Office of the Secretary of State 

  

 

representatives of government and other 
persons if this activity does not affect or 
impair supervision, management, conduct or 
execution of official actions and if the rep-
resentatives of government make clear that 
these translations or communications are 
unofficial and are not binding on this state 
or a political subdivision of this state.  

(j)  Actions necessary to preserve the right to 
petition for the redress of grievances. 

3. "Preserve, protect and enhance the role of English" 
includes:  
(a) Avoiding any official actions that ignore, 

harm or diminish the role of English as the 
language of government.  

(b) Protecting the rights of persons in this state 
who use English. 

(c)  Encouraging greater opportunities for indi-
viduals to learn the English language. 

(d) To the greatest extent possible under federal 
statute, providing services, programs, publi-
cations, documents and materials in English.  

4.  "Representatives of government" includes all in-
dividuals or entities during the performance of 
the individual's or entity's official actions. 

§ 2.  Official language of Arizona 
Section 2. The official language of the state of Arizona is 
English.  

§ 3.  Preserving and enhancing the role of the offi-
cial language; right to use English 

Section 3. A. Representatives of government in this state 
shall preserve, protect and enhance the role of English as 
the official language of the government of Arizona.  
B.  A person shall not be discriminated against or penal-

ized in any way because the person uses or attempts 
to use English in public or private communication.  

§ 4.  Official actions to be conducted in English 
Section 4. Official actions shall be conducted in English.  

§ 5.  Rules of construction 
Section 5. This article shall not be construed to prohibit 
any representative of government, including a member of 
the legislature, while performing official duties, from 
communicating unofficially through any medium with 
another person in a language other than English if official 
action is conducted in English.  

§ 6.  Standing; notification of attorney general; re-
covery of costs 

Section 6. A. A person who resides or does business in 
this state may file a civil action for relief from any offi-
cial action that violates this article in a manner that caus-
es injury to the person.  
B.  A person who resides or does business in this state 

and who contends that this article is not being imple-
mented or enforced may file a civil action to deter-

mine if the failure or inaction complained of is a viola-
tion of this article and for injunctive or mandatory re-
lief.  

C.  A person shall not file an action under this section un-
less the person has notified the attorney general of the 
alleged violation and the attorney general or other ap-
propriate representative of government has not provid-
ed appropriate relief within a reasonable time under the 
circumstances. An action filed under this section may 
be in addition to or in lieu of any action by officers of 
this state, including the attorney general.  

D. A person who files and is successful in an action under 
this section may be awarded all costs expended or in-
curred in the action, including reasonable attorney fees.  

 

ARTICLE XXIX. PUBLIC RETIREMENT  
SYSTEMS  

§ 1.  Public retirement systems 
Section 1. A. Public retirement systems shall be funded 
with contributions and investment earnings using actuarial 
methods and assumptions that are consistent with generally 
accepted actuarial standards.  
B.  The assets of public retirement systems, including in-

vestment earnings and contributions, are separate and 
independent trust funds and shall be invested, adminis-
tered and distributed as determined by law solely in the 
interests of the members and beneficiaries of the public 
retirement systems.  

C.  Membership in a public retirement system is a contrac-
tual relationship that is subject to article II, section 25, 
and public retirement system benefits shall not be di-
minished or impaired.  

 

ARTICLE XXX. MARRIAGE 

§ 1.  Marriage 
Section 1. Only a union of one man and one woman shall 
be valid or recognized as a marriage in this state. 
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PREAMBLE 
We the People of the United States, in Order to form 
a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure do-
mestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, 
promote the general Welfare, and secure the Bless-
ings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do 
ordain and establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America. 

T he delegates who convened at the Federal 
Convention on May 25, 1787, quickly reject-
ed the idea of revising the Articles of Con-

federation and agreed to construct a new frame-
work for a national government. 
 
Throughout the summer months at the convention 
in Philadelphia, delegates from 12 states debated 
the proper form such a government should take, 
but few questioned the need to establish a more 
vigorous government to preside over the union of 
States.  
 
The 39 delegates who signed the U.S. Constitution 
on Sept. 17, 1787, expected the new charter to pro-
vide a permanent guarantee of the political liber-
ties achieved in the Revolution. 



62 

U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
 

Arizona & United States Constitution 

62  Department of State,  

Office of the Secretary of State 

  

 

 

ARTICLE I. [THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH] 
Section 1. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be 
vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall con-
sist of a Senate and House of Representatives. 
 

Section 2. The House of Representatives shall be com-
posed of Members chosen every second Year by the Peo-
ple of the several States, and the Electors in each State 
shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the 
most numerous Branch of the State Legislature. 
 No Person shall be a Representative who shall not 
have attained to the Age of twenty five Years, and been 
seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall 
not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which 
he shall be chosen. 
 [Representatives and direct Taxes shall be appor-
tioned among the several States which may be included 
within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, 
which shall be determined by adding to the whole Num-
ber of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a 
Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three 
fifths of all other Persons.]*  The actual Enumeration shall 
be made within three Years after the first Meeting of the 
Congress of the United States, and within every subse-
quent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by 
Law direct. The number of Representatives shall not ex-
ceed one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall 
have at Least one Representative; and until such enumera-
tion shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be 
entitled to chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island 
and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-
York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware 
one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South 
Carolina five, and Georgia three. 
 When vacancies happen in the Representation 
from any State, the Executive Authority thereof shall issue 
Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies. 
 The House of Representatives shall chuse their 
Speaker and other Officers; and shall have the sole Power 
of Impeachment. 
*Changed by Section 2 of the Fourteenth Amendment. 

 

Section 3. The Senate of the United States shall be com-
posed of two Senators from each State, [chosen by the Leg-
islature thereof,]* for six Years; and each Senator shall have 
one Vote. 
 Immediately after they shall be assembled in Con-
sequence of the first Election, they shall be divided as 
equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the Sen-
ators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of 
the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of 
the fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of 
the sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen every sec-
ond Year; [and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or oth-
erwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, 

the Executive thereof may make temporary Appoint-
ments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which 
shall then fill such Vacancies.]* 
 No person shall be a Senator who shall not 
have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine 
Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, 
when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he 
shall be chosen. 
 The Vice President of the United States shall be 
President of the Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless 
they be equally divided. 
 The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and 
also a President pro tempore, in the Absence of the Vice 
President, or when he shall exercise the Office of Presi-
dent of the United States. 
 The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all 
Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose, they shall 
be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the 
United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: 
And no Person shall be convicted without the Concur-
rence of two thirds of the Members present. 
 Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not 
extend further than to removal from Office, and dis-
qualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, 
Trust or Profit under the United States: but the Party 
convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to In-
dictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to 
Law. 
*Changed by the Seventeenth Amendment. 
 

Section 4. The Times, Places and Manner of holding 
Elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be pre-
scribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the 
Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such 
Regulations, except as to the Places of chusing Senators. 
 The Congress shall assemble at least once in 
every Year, and such Meeting shall be [on the first Mon-
day in December,]* unless they shall by Law appoint a 
different day. 
*Changed by Section 2 of the Twentieth Amendment. 

 

Section 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elec-
tions, Returns and Qualifications of its own Members, 
and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum to do 
Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from day 
to day, and may be authorized to compel the Attend-
ance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under 
such Penalties as each House may provide. 
 Each House may determine the Rules of its Pro-
ceedings, punish its Members for disorderly Behaviour, 
and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Mem-
ber. 
 Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceed-
ings, and from time to time publish the same, excepting 
such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy; 
and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House 
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on any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those 
Present, be entered on the Journal. 
 Neither House, during the Session of Congress, 
shall, without the Consent of the other, adjourn for more 
than three days, nor to any other Place that in which the 
two Houses shall be sitting. 
 

Section 6. The Senators and Representatives shall receive 
a Compensation for their Services, to be ascertained by 
Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. 
They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach 
of the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their At-
tendance at the Session of their respective Houses, and in 
going to and returning from the same; and for any Speech 
or Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in 
any other Place. 
 No Senator or Representative shall, during the 
Time for which he was elected, be appointed to any civil 
Office under the Authority of the United States, which 
shall have been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall 
have been encreased during such time; and no Person 
holding any Office under the United States, shall be a 
Member of either House during his Continuance in Of-
fice. 
 

Section 7. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in 
the House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose 
or concur with Amendments as on other Bills. 
 Every Bill which shall have passed the House of 
Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it becomes a 
Law, be presented to the President of the United States; If 
he approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, 
with his Objections to that House in which it shall have 
originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their 
Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Recon-
sideration two thirds of that House shall agree to pass the 
Bill, it shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the 
other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, 
and if approved by two thirds of that House, it shall be-
come a Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Hous-
es shall be determined by yeas and Nays, and the Names 
of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be en-
tered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill 
shall not be returned by the President within ten Days 
(Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to 
him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had 
signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment pre-
vent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law. 
 Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the 
Concurrence of the Senate and House of Representatives 
may be necessary (except on a question of Adjournment) 
shall be presented to the President of the Untied States; 
and before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by 
him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by 
two thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in the 
Case of a Bill. 

 

Section 8. The Congress shall have Power To lay and 
collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the 
Debts and provide for the common Defence and general 
Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and 
Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States; 
 To Borrow Money on the credit of the United 
States; 
 To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, 
and among the several States, and with the Indian 
Tribes; 
 To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, 
and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies 
throughout the United States; 
 To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and 
of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights and 
Measures; 
 To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting 
the Securities and current Coin of the United States; 
 To establish Post Offices and post Roads; 
 To promote the Progress of Science and useful 
Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors and In-
ventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings 
and Discoveries; 
 To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme 
Court; 
 To define and punish Piracies and Felonies 
committed on the high Seas, and Offenses against the 
Law of Nations; 
 To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and 
Reprisal, and make Rules concerning Captures on Land 
and Water; 
 To raise and support Armies, but no Appropria-
tion of Money to that Use shall be for a longer Term 
than two Years; 
 To provide and maintain a Navy; 
 To make Rules for the Government and Regu-
lation of the land and naval Forces; 
 To provide for calling forth the Militia to exe-
cute the Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections and 
repel Invasions; 
 To provide for organizing, arming, and disci-
plining, the Militia, and for governing such Part of them 
as may be employed in the Service of the United States, 
reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of 
the Officers, and the Authority of training the Militia 
according to the discipline prescribed by Congress; 
 To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases 
whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten Miles 
square) as may, by Cession of particular States, and the 
Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Govern-
ment of the United States, and to exercise like Authority 
over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legisla-
ture of the State in which the Same shall be, for the 
Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards and 
other needful Buildings;--And 
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 To make all Laws which shall be necessary and 
proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers, 
and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the 
Government of the United States, or in any Department or 
Officer thereof. 
 

Section 9. The Migration or Importation of such Persons 
as any of the States now existing shall think proper to ad-
mit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the 
Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or 
duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding 
ten dollars for each Person. 
 The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall 
not be suspended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or 
Invasion the public Safety may require it. 
 No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be 
passed. 
 [No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, 
unless in Proportion to the Census or Enumeration herein 
before directed to be taken.]* 
 No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported 
from any State. 
 No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of 
Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of one State over those 
of another: nor shall Vessels bound to, or from, one State, 
be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in another. 
 No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but 
in Consequence of Appropriations made by Law; and a 
regular Statement and Account of the Receipts and Ex-
penditures of all public Money shall be published from 
time to time. 
 No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the Unit-
ed States: And no Person holding any Office of Profit or 
Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of the Con-
gress, accept of any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of 
any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State. 
*Changed by the Sixteenth Amendment. 

 

Section 10.  No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, 
or Confederation; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; 
coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; and make any Thing but 
gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass 
any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing 
the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility. 
 No State shall, without the Consent of the Con-
gress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports or Exports, 
except what may be absolutely necessary for executing its 
inspection Laws: and the net Produce of all Duties and 
Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or Exports, shall be 
for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; and all 
such Laws shall be subject to the Revision and Controul of 
the Congress. 
 No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, 
lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War in 
time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact with 
another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, 

unless actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger as 
will not admit of delay. 
 

 

ARTICLE II. [THE PRESIDENCY] 
Section 1. The executive Power shall be vested in a 
President of the United States of America. He shall hold 
his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together 
with the Vice President, chosen for the same Term, be 
elected, as follows 
 Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the 
Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, 
equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representa-
tives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: 
but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an 
Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall 
be appointed an Elector. 
 [The Electors shall meet in their respective 
States, and vote by Ballot for two Persons, of whom one 
at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State with 
themselves. And they shall make a List of all the Persons 
voted for, and of the Number of Votes for each; which 
List they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to 
the Seat of the Government of the United States, di-
rected to the President of the Senate. The President of 
the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and House 
of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the 
Votes shall then be counted. The Person having the 
greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if such 
Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors 
appointed; and if there be more than one who have 
such Majority, and have an equal Number of Votes, then 
the House of Representatives shall immediately chuse 
by Ballot one of them for President; and if no Person 
have a Majority, then from the five highest on the List 
the said House shall in like Manner chuse the President. 
But in chusing the President, the Votes shall be taken by 
States, the Representation from each State having one 
Vote; A quorum for this Purpose shall consist of a 
Member or Members from two thirds of the States, and 
a Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a 
Choice. In every Case, after the Choice of the President, 
the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of the 
Electors shall be the Vice President. But if there should 
remain two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate 
shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President.]* 
 The Congress may determine the Time of 
chusing the Electors, and the Day on which they shall 
give their Votes; which Day shall be the same through-
out the United States. 
 No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a 
Citizen of the United States, at the time of the Adoption 
of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of 
President; neither shall any person be eligible to that 
Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty 
five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within 
the United States. 
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 [In Case of the Removal of the President from 
Office, or of his Death, Resignation, or Inability to dis-
charge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the Same 
shall devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress may 
by Law provide for the Case of Removal, Death, Resigna-
tion or Inability, both of the President and Vice President, 
declaring what Officer shall then act as President, and 
such Officer shall act accordingly, until the Disability be 
removed, or a President shall be elected.]** 
 The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his 
Services, a Compensation, which shall neither be encreased 
nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have 
been elected, and he shall not receive within that Period 
any other Emolument from the United States, or any of 
them. 
 Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he 
shall take the following Oath or Affirmation: -- “I do sol-
emnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the 
Office of President of the United States, and will to the 
best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Con-
stitution of the United States.” 
*Changed by the Twelfth Amendment. 
**Changed by the Twenty-Fifth Amendment. 

 

Section 2. The President shall be Commander in Chief of 
the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the Militia 
of the several States, when called into the actual Service of 
the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, 
of the principal Officer in each of the executive Depart-
ments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their 
respective Offices, and he shall have Power to grant Re-
prieves and Pardons for Offenses against the United States, 
except in Cases of Impeachment. 
 He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and 
Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, provided two 
thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nomi-
nate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Sen-
ate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and 
Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other Offic-
ers of the United States, whose Appointments are not 
herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be estab-
lished by Law: but the Congress may by Law vest the Ap-
pointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, 
in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the 
Heads of Departments. 
 The President shall have Power to fill up all Va-
cancies that may happen during the Recess of the Senate, 
by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of 
their next Session. 

 

Section 3. He shall from time to time give to the Congress 
Information of the State of the Union, and recommend to 
their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge nec-
essary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, 
convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of 
Disagreement between them, with Respect to the time of 

Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he 
shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and 
other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws 
be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the 
Officers of the United States. 

 

Section 4. The President, Vice President and all civil 
Officers of the United States, shall be removed from 
Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, 
Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors. 
 

 

ARTICLE III. [THE JUDICIARY] 
Section 1. The judicial Power of the United States, shall 
be vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior 
Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain 
and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and infe-
rior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behav-
iour, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services, 
a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during 
their Continuance in Office. 
 

Section 2. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, 
in Law and Equity, arising under this Constitution, the 
Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, or which 
shall be made, under their Authority;--to all Cases af-
fecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Con-
suls;--to all Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdic-
tion;--to Controversies to which the United States shall 
be a Party;--to Controversies between two or more 
States;--[between a State and Citizens of another State;--]* 
between Citizens of different States,--between Citizens of 
the same State claiming Lands under Grants of different 
States, [and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and 
foreign States, Citizens or Subjects.]* 
 In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public 
Ministers and Consuls, and those in which a State shall 
be Party, the supreme Court shall have original Jurisdic-
tion. In all the other Cases before mentioned, the su-
preme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as to 
Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such 
Regulations as the Congress shall make. 
 The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Im-
peachment, shall be by Jury; and such Trial shall be 
held in the State where the said Crimes shall have been 
committed; but when not committed within any State, 
the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the Congress 
may by Law have directed. 
*Changed by the Eleventh Amendment. 

 

Section 3. Treason against the United States, shall con-
sist only in levying War against them, or in adhering to 
their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No Person 
shall be convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony 
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of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession 
in open Court. 
 The Congress shall have Power to declare the 
Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder of Treason shall 
work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during the 
Life of the Person attainted. 
 

 

ARTICLE IV. [THE STATES] 
Section 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each 
State to the public Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings 
of every other State; And the Congress may by general 
Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records 
and Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effect thereof. 

 

Section 2. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to 
all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in the several 
States. 
 A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felo-
ny, or other Crime, who shall flee from Justice, and be 
found in another State, shall on Demand of the executive 
Authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, 
to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the 
Crime. 
 [No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, 
under the Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in 
Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be dis-
charged from such Service or Labour, but shall be deliv-
ered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service of 
Labour may be due.]* 
*Changed by the Thirteenth Amendment. 

 

Section 3. New States may be admitted by the Congress 
into this Union; but no new State shall be formed or erect-
ed within the Jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State 
be formed by the Junction of two or more States, or Parts 
of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures of the 
States concerned as well as of the Congress. 
 The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and 
make all needful Rules and Regulations respecting the 
Territory or other Property belonging to the United States; 
and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as 
to Prejudice any Claims of the United States, or of any 
particular State. 

 

Section 4. The United States shall guarantee to every State 
in this Union a Republican Form of Government, and 
shall protect each of them against Invasion; and on Appli-
cation of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the 
Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic Vio-
lence. 

 

ARTICLE V. [THE AMENDMENT PROCESS] 

 The Congress, whenever two thirds of both 
Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose Amend-
ments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the 
Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall call 
a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in 
either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as 
Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legisla-
tures of three fourths of the several States, or by Con-
ventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the oth-
er Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Con-
gress; Provided that no Amendment which may be 
made prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred 
and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth 
Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that 
no State, without its Consent, shall be deprived of its 
equal Suffrage in the Senate. 
 

 

ARTICLE VI. [LEGAL STATUS OF THE 
CONSTITUTION] 

 All Debts contracted and Engagements entered 
into, before the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be 
as valid against the United States under this Constitu-
tion, as under the Confederation. 
 This Constitution, and the Laws of the United 
States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and all 
Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Au-
thority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of 
the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound 
thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any 
State to the Contrary notwithstanding. 
 The Senators and Representatives before men-
tioned, and the Members of the several State Legisla-
tures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the 
United States and of the several States, shall be bound 
by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; 
but no religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualifi-
cation to any Office or public Trust under the United 
States. 

 

ARTICLE VII. [RATIFICATION] 
 The Ratification of the Conventions of nine 
States, shall be sufficient for the Establishment of this 
Constitution between the States so ratifying the same. 
 Done in Convention by the Unanimous Con-
sent of the States present the Seventeenth Day of Sep-
tember in the Year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and Eighty seven and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the Twelfth. 
In Witness whereof We have hereunto subscribed our 
Names, 
Go. Washington--Presidt. and deputy from Virginia 
New Hampshire    
 John Langdon 
 Nicholas Gilman 
Massachusetts   
 Nathaniel Gorham 
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 Rufus King 
Connecticut     
 Wm. Saml. Johnson 
 Roger Sherman 
New York    
 Alexander Hamilton 
New Jersey      
 Wil: Livingston 
 David Brearley 
 Wm. Paterson 
 Jona: Dayton 
Pennsylvania      
 B. Franklin 
 Thomas Mifflin 
 Robt Morris 
 Geo. Clymer 
 Thos. FitzSimons 
 Jared Ingersoll 
 James Wilson 
 Gouv Morris 
Delaware      
 Geo: Read 
 Gunning Bedford jun 
 John Dickinson 
 Richard Bassett 
 Jaco: Broom 
Maryland      
 James McHenry 
 Dan of St Thos. Jenifer 
 Danl Carroll 
Virginia      
 John Blair-- 
 James Madison Jr. 
North Carolina   
 Wm. Blount 
 Richd. Dobbs Spaight 
 Hu Williamson 
South Carolina 
 J. Rutledge 
 Charles Cotesworth  
 Pinckney 
 Charles Pinckney 
 Pierce Butler 
Georgia 
 William Few 
 Abr Baldwin 
 Attest William Jackson Secretary 
 
In Convention Monday September 17th 1787. 
Present 
The States of 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Mr. Hamil-
ton from New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and 
Georgia. 
Resolved, 

 That the preceding Constitution be laid before 
the United States in Congress assembled, and that it is 
the Opinion of this Convention, that it should after-
wards be submitted to a Convention of Delegates, cho-
sen in each State by the People thereof, under the Rec-
ommendation of its Legislature, for their Assent and 
Ratification; and that each Convention assenting to, and 
ratifying the Same, should give Notice thereof to the 
United States in Congress assembled. Resolved, That it 
is the Opinion of this Convention, that as soon as the 
Conventions of nine States shall have ratified this Con-
stitution, the United States in Congress assembled 
should fix a Day on which Electors should be appointed 
by the States which shall have ratified the same, and a 
Day on which the Electors should assemble to vote for 
the President, and the Time and Place for commencing 
Proceedings under this Constitution. 
 That after such Publication the Electors should 
be appointed, and the Senators and Representatives 
elected: That the Electors should meet on the Day fixed 
for the Election of the President, and should transmit 
their Votes certified, signed, sealed and directed, as the 
Constitution requires, to the Secretary of the United 
States in Congress assembled, that the Senators and Rep-
resentatives should convene at the time and Place as-
signed; that the Senators should appoint a President of 
the Senate, for the sole Purpose of receiving, opening 
and counting the Votes for President; and, that after he 
shall be chosen, the Congress, together with the Presi-
dent, should, without Delay, proceed to execute this 
Constitution. 
 By the unanimous Order of the Convention 
 Go. Washington--Presidt. 
 W. Jackson Secretary. 

 

 

AMENDMENTS TO THE  
U.S. CONSTITUTION 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
ARTICLES IN ADDITION TO, AND AMENDMENT OF, 
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA, PROPOSED BY CONGRESS, AND RATIFIED 
BY THE SEVERAL STATES, PURSUANT TO THE FIFTH 
ARTICLE OF THE ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION. 
*The first ten amendments (Bill of Rights) were ratified ef-
fective December 15, 1791. 
 

 

Amendment I.* 
 Congress shall make no law respecting an es-
tablishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of griev-
ances. 
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Amendment II. * 
 A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the 
security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and 
bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 
 

 

Amendment III.*  
 No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in 
any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time 
of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 
 

 

Amendment IV.* 
 The right of the people to be secure in their per-
sons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable 
searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no War-
rants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by 
Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place 
to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 
 

 

Amendment V.* 
 No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or 
otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or 
indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the 
land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual ser-
vice in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person 
be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy 
of life or limb, nor shall be compelled in any criminal 
case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of 
life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor 
shall private property be taken for public use without just 
compensation. 
 

 

Amendment VI.* 
 In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall en-
joy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial 
jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have 
been committed; which district shall have been previously 
ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and 
cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witness-
es against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining 
witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Coun-
sel for his defence. 

 

Amendment VII.* 
 In Suits at common law, where the value in con-
troversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by 
jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be 
otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, 
than according to the rules of the common law. 

 
 

Amendment VIII.* 
 Excessive bail shall not be required, nor exces-
sive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments 
inflicted. 

 

Amendment IX.* 
 The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain 
rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage oth-
ers retained by the people. 

 

Amendment X.* 
 The powers not delegated to the United States 
by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, 
are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people. 
 

 

Amendment XI. 
 The Judicial power of the United States shall 
not be construed to extend to any suit in law or equity, 
commenced or prosecuted against one of the United 
States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or 
Subject of any Foreign State. 
Ratified February 7, 1795. 
 

 

Amendment XII. 
 The Electors shall meet in their respective 
states, and vote by ballot for President and Vice-
President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabit-
ant of the same state with themselves; they shall name 
in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in 
distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice-President, 
and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted 
for as President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-
President, and of the number of votes for each, which 
lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to 
the seat of the government of the United States, directed 
to the President of the Senate;--The President of the Sen-
ate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes 
shall then be counted;--The person having the greatest 
number of votes for President, shall be the President, if 
such number be a majority of the whole number of 
Electors appointed; and if no person have such majority, 
then from the persons having the highest numbers not 
exceeding three on the list of those voted for as Presi-
dent, the House of Representatives shall choose immedi-
ately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the Presi-
dent, the votes shall be taken by states, the representa-
tion from each state having one vote; a quorum for this 
purpose shall consist of a member or members from 
two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all the states 
shall be necessary to a choice. [And if the House of Rep-
resentatives shall not choose a President whenever the 
right of choice shall devolve upon them, before the 
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fourth day of March next following, then the Vice-
President shall act as President, as in the case of the death 
or other constitutional disability of the President--.]* The 
person having the greatest number of votes as Vice-
President, shall be the Vice-President, if such number be a 
majority of the whole number of Electors appointed, and if 
no person have a majority, then from the two highest 
numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-
President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-
thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a majority of 
the whole number shall be necessary to a choice. But no 
person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President 
shall be eligible to that of Vice-President of the United 
States. 
Ratified June 15, 1804. 
*Superseded by section 3 of the Twentieth Amendment. 
 
 

 

Amendment XIII. 
Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, ex-
cept as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall 
have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United 
States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. 

Section. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this arti-
cle by appropriate legislation. 
Ratified December 6, 1865. 
 

 

Amendment XIV. 
Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United 
States and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens 
of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. 
No State shall make or enforce any law which shall 
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the 
United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of 
life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor 
deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal pro-
tection of the laws. 

Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among 
the several States according to their respective numbers, 
counting the whole number of persons in each State, ex-
cluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at 
any election for the choice of electors for President and 
Vice President of the United States, Representatives in 
Congress, the Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or 
the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of 
the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years 
of age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way 
abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other 
crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced 
in the proportion which the number of such male citizens 
shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-
one years of age in such State. 

Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative 
in Congress, or elector of President and Vice President, or 
hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, 

or under any State, who, having previously taken an 
oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the 
United States, or as a member of any State Legislature, 
or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to sup-
port the Constitution of the United States, shall have 
engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or 
given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Con-
gress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove 
such disability. 

Section 4. The validity of the public debt of the United 
States, authorized by law, including debts incurred for 
payment of pensions and bounties for services in sup-
pressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be ques-
tioned. But neither the United States nor any State shall 
assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of 
insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or 
any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but 
all such debts, obligations and claims shall be held ille-
gal and void. 

Section 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by 
appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article. 
Ratified July 9, 1868. 
 

 

Amendment XV. 
Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to 
vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United 
States or by any State on account of race, color, or previ-
ous condition of servitude. 

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation. 
Ratified February 3, 1870. 
 

 

Amendment XVI. 
 The Congress shall have power to lay and col-
lect taxes on incomes, from whatever source derived, 
without apportionment among the several States, and 
without regard to any census or enumeration. 
Ratified February 3, 1913. 
 

 

Amendment XVII. 
 The Senate of the United States shall be com-
posed of Two Senators from each State, elected by the 
people thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have 
one vote. The electors in each State shall have the quali-
fications requisite for electors of the most numerous 
branch of the State legislatures. 
 When vacancies happen in the representation 
of any State in the Senate, the executive authority of 
such State shall issue writs of election to fill such vacan-
cies: Provided, That the legislature of any State may em-
power the executive thereof to make temporary ap-
pointment until the people fill the vacancies by election 
as the legislature may direct. 
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 This amendment shall not be so construed as to 
affect the election or term of any Senator chosen before it 
becomes valid as part of the Constitution. 
Ratified April 8, 1913. 
 

 

Amendment XVIII. 
[Section 1. After one year from the ratification of this arti-
cle the manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating 
liquors within, the importation thereof into, or the expor-
tation thereof from the United States and all territory sub-
ject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is 
hereby prohibited. 

Section 2. The Congress and the several States shall have 
concurrent power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation. 

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall 
have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution 
by the legislatures of the several States, as provided in the 
Constitution, within seven years from the date of the sub-
mission hereof to the States by the Congress.] 
Ratified January 16, 1919. Repealed by the Twenty-First 
Amendment, December 5, 1933. 
 

 

Amendment XIX. 
 The right of citizens of the United States to vote 
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by 
any State on account of sex. 
 Congress shall have power to enforce this article 
by appropriate legislation. 
Ratified August 18, 1920. 
 

 

Amendment XX. 
Section 1. The terms of the President and Vice President 
shall end at noon on the 20th day of January, and the 
terms of Senators and Representatives at noon on the 3d 
day of January, of the years in which such terms would 
have ended if this article had not been ratified; and the 
terms of their successors shall then begin. 

Section 2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in 
every year, and such meeting shall begin at noon on the 
3d day of January, unless they shall by law appoint a dif-
ferent day. 

Section 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the 
term of the President, the President elect shall have died, 
the Vice President elect shall become President. If a Presi-
dent shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for 
the beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall 
have failed to qualify, then the Vice President elect shall 
act as President until a President shall have qualified; and 
the Congress may by law provide for the case wherein 
neither a President elect nor a Vice President elect shall 
have qualified, declaring who shall then act as President, 
or the manner in which one who is to act shall be select-

ed, and such person shall act accordingly until a Presi-
dent or Vice President shall have qualified. 

Section 4. The Congress may by law provide for the 
case of the death of any of the persons from whom the 
House of Representatives may choose a President when-
ever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them, 
and for the case of the death of any of the persons from 
whom the Senate may choose a Vice President whenev-
er the right of choice shall have devolved upon them. 

Section 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th 
day of October following the ratification of this article. 

Section 6. This article shall be inoperative unless it 
shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Consti-
tution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several 
States within seven years from the date of its submis-
sion. 
Ratified January 23, 1933. 
 

 

Amendment XXI. 
Section 1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States is hereby repealed. 

Section 2. The transportation or importation into any 
State, Territory, or possession of the United States for 
delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in viola-
tion of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited. 

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it 
shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Consti-
tution by conventions in the several States, as provided 
in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of 
submission hereof to the States by the Congress. 
Ratified December 5, 1933. 
 

 

Amendment XXII. 
Section 1. No person shall be elected to the office of 
the President more than twice, and no person who has 
held the office of President, or acted as President, for 
more than two years of a term to which some other 
person was elected President shall be elected to the of-
fice of the President more than once. But this Article 
shall not apply to any person holding the office of Pres-
ident when this Article was proposed by the Congress, 
and shall not prevent any person who may be holding 
the office of President, or acting as President, during the 
term within which this Article becomes operative from 
holding the office of President or acting as President 
during the remainder of such term. 

Section 2. This article shall be inoperative unless it 
shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Consti-
tution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several 
States within seven years from the date of its submission 
to the States by the Congress. 
Ratified February 27, 1951. 
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Amendment XXIII. 
Section 1. The District constituting the seat of Govern-
ment of the United States shall appoint in such manner as 
the Congress may direct: 
 A number of electors of President and Vice Presi-
dent equal to the whole number of Senators and Repre-
sentatives in Congress to which the District would be enti-
tled if it were a State, but in no event more than the least 
populous State; they shall be in addition to those appoint-
ed by the States, but they shall be considered, for the pur-
poses of the election of President and Vice President, to be 
electors appointed by a State; and they shall meet in the 
District and perform such duties as provided by the 
twelfth article of amendment. 

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this 
article by appropriate legislation. 
Ratified March 29, 1961. 
 

 

Amendment XXIV. 
Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to 
vote in any primary or other election for President or 
Vice President, for electors for President or Vice President, 
or for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United States or any State by 
reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax. 

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this 
article by appropriate legislation. 
Ratified January 23, 1964. 
 

 

Amendment XXV. 
Section 1. In case of the removal of the President from 
office or of his death or resignation, the Vice President 
shall become President. 

Section 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of 
the Vice President, the President shall nominate a Vice 
President who shall take office upon confirmation by a 
majority vote of both Houses of Congress. 

Section 3. Whenever the President transmits to the Presi-
dent pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives his written declaration that he is 
unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, 
and until he transmits to them a written declaration to 
the contrary, such powers and duties shall be discharged 
by the Vice President as Acting President. 

Section 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority of 
either the principal officers of the executive departments 
or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, 
transmit to the President pro tempore of the Senate and 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written 
declaration that the President is unable to discharge the 
powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall 
immediately assume the powers and duties of the office as 
Acting President. 

 Thereafter, when the President transmits to the 
President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives his written declaration 
that no inability exists, he shall resume the powers and 
duties of his office unless the Vice President and a ma-
jority of either the principal officers of the executive 
department or of such other body as Congress may by 
law provide, transmit within four days to the President 
pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives their written declaration that the 
President is unable to discharge the powers and duties 
of his office. Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue, 
assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose if 
not in session. If the Congress, within twenty-one days 
after receipt of the latter written declaration, or, if Con-
gress is not in session, within twenty-one days after 
Congress is required to assemble, determines by two-
thirds vote of both Houses that the President is unable 
to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the 
Vice President shall continue to discharge the same as 
Acting President; otherwise, the President shall resume 
the powers and duties of his office. 
Ratified February 10, 1967. 
 

 

Amendment XXVI. 
Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States, who 
are eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United States or by any State 
on account of age. 

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation. 
Ratified July 1, 1971. 
 

 

Amendment XXVII.* 
No law, varying the compensation for the services of the 
Senators and Representatives, shall take effect, until an 
election of Representatives shall have intervened. 
*Originally read ‘Article the Second’. 
Proposed September 25, 1789; ratified May 7, 1992.  
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Initiative and Referendum Measures 
Arizona's Constitution puts legislative power not only in a House of Representa-
tives and Senate, but in the people themselves. 

Initiative 
This means that Arizona voters have the ability to propose laws or constitutional 
amendments or changes to laws or the Constitution through the initiative process. 
To propose such changes, the proponents must file an application with the Sec-
retary of State, including a summary of the measure and the complete text that is 
proposed to be submitted to a vote of the people. If sufficient signatures are gath-
ered, the Proposition will be placed on the general election ballot. 

Referendum 
Not only do Arizona voters have the ability to propose laws, they may also circu-
late a petition against a measure or part of a measure approved by the Legisla-
ture. As with initiative measures, to propose such changes, the proponents must 
file an application with the Secretary of State, including a summary of the pro-
posal and the text of the measure or portion of the measure that is proposed to 
be submitted to a vote of the people. If sufficient signatures are gathered, the 
Proposition will be placed on the general election ballot. 

NUMBERING OF BALLOT MEASURES 

State law requires that ballot measures be numbered according to four criteria: 

100 
Constitutional amendments, whether initiated by the people or referred by the 
Legislature, are numbered in the 100s. 

200 
Citizen initiatives to create new or amend current state laws (statutes) are num-
bered in the 200s. 

300 
Legislative referrals to create new or amend current statutes are numbered in the 
300s. 

400 
Local matters are numbered in the 400s. 

A Guide to Arizona Propositions 

Voter Outreach 
The Secretary of State is 
dedicated to ensure the 
integrity of our elections.  
 
The voter outreach office 
will assist, train and when 
possible conduct non-
partisan voter registration 
drives throughout the 
state.  
 
For more information, 
please contact the Voter 
Outreach Coordinator by 
phone at (602) 542-2228, 
or toll free 1-877-843-
8683.  






